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BAKER'S SPIRIT MESSAGE TO LINCOLN
] . B. Conkling One of the strangest letters Abraham Lincoln ever
received was signed E. (Edward Dickinson) Baker.
Today this original document is an item (Reel 30 No.
13578) in the Abraham l"incoln Papers of the Library
of Cong•·ess.
The amazing aspect of this letter is that it is dated
December 28, 1861, yet Colonel Edward D. Baker was
killed at the Battle of Ball's Bluff on Oct<>ber 21, 1861.
The letter of five pa~es is a mirror·written (ca.n be
read when held before a mirror) spirit message with a
sixth page containing the entire message ,.translated"
for easy reading. Because of Lincoln's close friendship
with Baker it is not sut·prising that the mysterious letter
was permanently preserved by the sixteenth p1·esident.
The message is as follows:
"Dec. 28, 1861
"My friend will you please have this conveyed to his
Excellency the president.
"My esteemed and best eat-thly friend.
"You wiJJ no doubt be surprised to receive this from
me, but, I like millions of other disembodied spirits feel
a desire to convey expresl:lions of gratitude and hope to
earthly friends. I am not dead. 1 still live. a conscious
individual, \Vith hope, RSper·intions (sic) and interest for
the Union sti ll alive.
u1 experienced a happy reality-a g lorious change,
by the process te1·med 'death.'
"I would communicate with you personally, if not now,
after the close of your official term.
,.I will be wit.h you in spirit, and with many others
imp ress and strengthen you. Man lives on Earth, to live
elsewhere, and that elsewhere is ever present. Heaven
and Hell are conditions, not localities.
E. Baker"
The medium who transcribed this letter was J. B.
Conkling (sometimes spelled C<>nklin) and the cataloguer o! the Lincoln papers attributes, and rightfully
so, this document. to Conk1ing and not Ba.ker. Very
little is known about Conkling except that he was a
writing medium who:;e New York City address was 599
Bt'Oadwny.
Gonkling may have written the E. Baker Jetter in an
effort to arrange an appointment with President Lin.
coin. A wealthy spiritualist named Colonel S. P. Kase
who headed a great many industl'ial ent~rprises in
Pennsylvania provides some additional information on
Conkhng in his rare publication ''The Entancipation
Proeb1.mation, How and By \Vhom, It \Vas Given to
Abraham Lincoln in 18Gl." The only original copy of this
thirty-one page pamphlet is to be found in the Brown
University Library.
Colonel Kase is said to have visited Washington. D. C.
in the early months of 1862, &nd he recorded the fo llowing information:
ui al'rived about lour o'cle>ck P.M., and after getting
fairlr settled at the hotel I concluded to take a
strol to the Capito) grounds. Here 1 must dig·r ess a
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COLONEL EDWARD D. BA IOm
Baker wa.." an En.s:Jii<:hmlm wh() ,;C1,.dl'd whh hi• famll')l' In 8dleville.
lllinoi,_ He stJ1'Ved ln the Bla~k H •wk wa r ll!l R 1•riva\c- nnd n\0\'t'd
SJ•rfn.~otficllt. Jllinqif in J83r. to JH'atllee law.
lle f<>u.~rht in the
M~xkan Wal'. became • briJ:,.die-r~$:enernl 1.nd diJtlnJtUI&hed himllll'!lf
11t Ce-rro Co1'do, lit'! moved to Cali fornin In 18S2: nnfl in HIGO ~,...,cd
a" U. S. ~n&tor from O•~on. lie WAJ a ~~ J)f!l'8o0nal and J>oliticAI
&UProorter of P~ldent Linroln. 1'he Linroln• named their M.>rond
110n f;..lw•rd lh1kcr (~ltt.Nh Jf), 18-t6 - Fclwunry I. 1$50) in honor of
thi.t ('!()$(!- friend. On Mnn:h 4, 1861 &dwnrd B.akt."r a~OOol'nJ>flni1.ocl
P~ic.lcnt 6uehanan, P1'\"Sident~elert Lineoln •ncl Senntoll' Jamee A.
Peftr N: in the ('ttrrhlJ..~ th.nl J)~fd UP Penn.tylvanlA Avenue to
IAk<- JlfH't. In the inllU~ I'atlon etrtmoni~ l.inoofn C"Ona(dered Bake-r·~
d('Rih ,.. • r('tll Jlf!1'110nal 10118.
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little. I had boarded at Mrs. Pearce's, in 1850, for
about three months; the house was situated near the
lower gate leading into the Capitol grounds, on Penn·
sylvania avenue. As I passed the house I saw the name
of J. B. Conkli ng above the door. I knew him two years
previously, in New York, as a writing medium.
"Just as the name att-racted my attention I was
startled to hear a voice at my right side say:

"•co see him; he U 1n. the same ·room. you. used to

occupy.'
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"1 looked to see who spoke, as there was no human
being within a hundred yards of me. The question
passed rapidly through my ntind-,-Who knows that I
ever occupied a room in this house?' Eleven years had
passed since that time. An indescribable feeling came
over me; J seemed paralyzed or 1-iveted to the spot;
there wa$ a banier, unseen, that prevented rne from
moving a step !on\'ard or from the house. It was only
the work of a moment; I concluded to enter the house,
and upon ascending lhe stairway to the third story,
passed into the room which had bee1t occupiOO by me in
1850, and here Mr. Conkling sat, just having finished
a lett.e r to President Lincoln and was enclosing the envelope as I entered.
u •Here, Mr. Kase,' said Mr. Conkling, '1 want you
to take. this letter to the President; you can see hirn,
but J ean't.'
u fQ, sir,' I replied, 'I cannot take your letter; send
it by mail. I have. just arrived in this city and am not
acquainted with t.he President; besides this, I am here
on important business and must be forma1Jy introduced
to him; therefore, I can not take your letter/
"Mr. Conkling said: fYou must take this letter; you
are here for this purpose; if you do not take it he will
never see it.'
"At. this moment a voice again saluted me, the same
as I had heard on the street:
"'Go, see what will e-ome of this.'
"This voice seemed just behind me. l was startlcd1
dumfounded; I stood fixed to the spot. Finally, I saia
yes.
u fGive me the letter. ·wm you go along?'
·~ fYes; but I can't see him. You can,' was the me.
dium's reply.
If rwen, here's an omnibus just turning; we'll get in
that/
"The sun wns just then setting behind the distant
hills. We arrived at the Presidential Mansion in the
dusk of the evening. I rang the beJI; a servant appeared.
uQ. 'ls the President in?'
"A. 'Yes,' was the reply, 'he is nt tea.'
"Q. •can I see him?'
"A. ·what i:; the name?'
"I gave him my name. He soon returned, saying: 'The
President will sec you aftez· tea. Step up into the
ger'lt.lemen's parlor.'
"Conkling and myself seated ourselves in the parlor
to which the servant had directed us. Soon thereafter
the servant appeared at the door, beckonin~ me forward, and opened n door leading to the President's
room.
HThe President was approaching the door as I entered. He stopped, somewhat disappointed. and stepped
back one or two steps as J approached, I saying to him:
'My name is S. P. Kase, of Danville, Pennsylvania!
"The President expected to meet S. P. Chase then
Secretary of the Treasury. His response was : •0, you
a1·e from Pennsylvania?' showing me to a chair upon
the opposite side of a long table. He took a seat rlire<::tly opposit.e, and for some time drew me out respecting Pennsylvania.
"l told him that. I lived in the town where the first
anthracite pig-iron was manufactured, and where the
first T-rail was made in the United States. And for a
full half-hour various questions pertaining to the war
and the prosperity of Pennsylvania were discussed, when
l handed him the Conkling letter.
"He broke it open and read it., seemed a liltle surprised, saying:
'\\'hat does t.his me$n ?'
"My reply was, 'I do not know, but I have no doubt
that it means what it says.'
u •You do not know,' responded the President, 'what
this letter is. and yet you think it means what it snys '?'
"'Yes, sir; I think so,' 1 replied.
"·well, said the President, •J will read it for you.'
uHere is the letter:
"'I have been sent from the city of New York by

spiritual influence pertaining to the int.erest of the na·
tion. I can't return until I see you. Appoint the time.
Yours, etc.
Signed. 'J. B. Conkling.'
After reading Conkling's letter Lincoln asked Kase,
who was an ardent spiritualist, "What do you know
about spiritualism'?" Kase replied, ''I know very little,
but what I know you arc welcome to.11 Kase then gave
Lincoln a long discourse on the phenomena of spiritualism. After a lengthy discussion during which period
.. Lincoln seemed very much interested" the president
said, ••Tell Mr. Conkling that I will see him on Sunday,
between 9 and 10 a.m." Kase's reaction was "0, no,
w2·ile him a letter." Lincoln replied, .. 0, Yes, I will
write. him a lett.er." Kase, thereupon shook hands with
Lincoln and caHed for Conkling in the gentlemen's
parlor and they then went to their respect-ive lodgings.
The question ar·ises-Did Knse present to Lincoln
the E. Baker letter at this meeting? Up to this date
Lincoln had not had many contacts with spiritualism,
although in February, 1861, according to the medium
Nettie Colburn Maymu·d, t.he president-elect was warned
by Charles Redmond, a medium, "of the danger (Baltimore plot) that faced him before he made that .famous
t 1·ip between Philadelphia and \Vashington."
Lincoln could have known little about spir itualism
prior to 1848, the year the cult was founded. It was the
Fox sisters (leah, Kate &. ~'fargaretta) residing near
Rochester. New York, who astounded their neighbors
with "spirit.rappings" and brought. about the movement
known 11$ modern spiritualism. The sisters became fa.
mous and seances were held throughout. N~w England
and the C!astern states. Finally the Fox girls became
alarmed over the movement they had started. Confessing
the spirit rappings to be a hoa:<, their revelation was not
sufficient to check those p·coplc who were eager to com·
municate with disembodied spirits.
During Lincoln's presidency spiritualism became a
national craze or (ad. The p~ss carried many stories
about uvisitations" and spiratualistie seances. The mediums held forth in public parlors and on common carriers. People carne out b)• the hundreds to ·witness the
mysterious knoeks, spirit ra.J)pings and to make verbal
queries ab<lut the departed.
According to Jay Monaghan, one time editor or the
Jtmrnal of the lllilJOi8 Si(tte Historical Society, June,
1948. pages 171-173, ~'The cult was notieea.bly strong in
centers which supported Fremont and Lincoln in 1856
and 18GO. In fact it was part of the rndieal transcen-
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dentalism of t.he period and it went hand in hand with
the crusade for temperance and against slavery." For
some unexplainable reason spiritualism was not. a fad
in the southern states.
The editor of the Spirituol Scic~tti.st is quoted in a
book entitled "Nineteenth Century :\1irac1es'' by Emma
Hardinge Britten, 18$3, page 485, to the effect that "For
four succeeding Sundays Mr. Conkling was a g-uest at the
presidential mansion. Mr. Conkling has himself alleged
to the author, that the Spirits not only urged the subject
or tht: emancipation proclamation~ but that they, in the
name of the Independence Fathers, spel1ed out, letter by
let..ter, the preliminary draft of that famous document.
The result of these interviews was the president's proposition to his Cabinet to issue such a proclamation, and the
final success of the stupendous work, is recorded in the
national archives or the countl"y. The inAuence exerted by
the celebrated test medium Conkling, was not the only
one brought to bear upon the good president . . . " Of
cOUl'se, only a spiritualist could believe that the Emanci·
pation Proclamation can be attributed to spirit intercession.
The date of the E. Baker letter is December 28, 1861.
Was this the Saturday that Kase and Conkling are believed to have visited the presidential mansion? Emma
Hardinge Britt~n, in her book uNineteenth Century
Miracles,. adds to the confusion b)r stating "that Colonel
S. P. Kase, of Phi1ade1phia, bein~ deeply interested in
railroad undertakings, was compelled to visit the capital
in 1862 . . . " However, the title or the Kase pamphlet.
indicates that the spirit manifestation, that lead to
the writing of the Emancipation Proclamation occurred
in the year 1861. One writer, Earl S. Haines, in "A
Research Report" that is unpublished, was of the opinion that the first :meeting between Lincoln and Conkling
took place on Sunday, December 29, 1861 to be followed
by three succeeding Sundays, thereafter.
\Vas Abraham Lincoln a spiritualist? The spiritualists
say "Yes" and the historians say "No." A ~reat deal of
spiritualistic literature has been published, of which
the Foundation has an abundance, concerning Lincoln's
interest in the cult. Certainly there is ample evidence
that Mr. Lincol n attended at least four seances, and
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perhaps had several conferences with mediums in his
office.
To be sure, Mrs. Lincoln took spil'itualism much more
s.el'iously than her husband. She attended many seances
in the White Bouse and elsewhere. It has been generally
agreed tltat after the death of Willie Lincoln on February 20, 1862, that Mrs. Lincoln believed in the com·
munication with the invisible and she thought she could
distinguish the apparition of the dead. However, in later
life Mrs. Lincoln wrote: "Time .• , has at length taught
& convinced me, t.hat the loved & idolized being, comes
no mol'e." In 1864 she wrote : "1 am not either a spiritualist but I sincerely believe our lO\'Cd ones, who have
only 'gone before' are permitted to watch over those
who were dearer to them than life."
"'hen one tries to relate these spiritualistic events
chronologically, with which President and Mrs. Lincoln
were involved, or to give some historical significance to
the seances which ttiey attended, the topic seems to
become as illusive as the rarmings of a medium.
One thing that we can be sure about, however, is that
Lincoln preserved lhe spirit mes::tage from his old friend
E. Baker.

" Lord Colchester " Following the

dea~h

St)irit l\1edimn

of Willie Lincoln on February 20,

1862, Mrs. Lincoln, distraught with grief, turned to

SJ)iritualism with the hope that she might contact WilJie's
spirit. It was a Negro sean1stress, MtS. Elizabeth Keck·
ley, entployed in the \Vhite House, who induced Mrs.
Lincoln to aUempt to reach her dead son through the
mediumship of Colchester.
Colchester claimed to be the i11egitimate son of an
English duke and according to numerous observers he
often mystified his audience with his so-called manifestations. Most spiritualist. mediums worked in the dark bu t
Colchester could perform his spirit rapping in broad
daylight.
In the summer of 1862 he induced Mrs. Lincoln to
receive him at the Soldier's Home which was the summet· 1·eside nce of the Lineolns. Mrs. Lincoln was at first
impressed with these so-caned manifestations which
produced messages from her dead son by means of
''scratches on the wainscoting and taps on the wall and
furniture."
Mrs. Lincoln told Noah Brooks about Colchester and
invited him to attend a White House seance. He declined.
Instead, Brooks. accompanied by an unbelieving friend,
paid a $1.00 admis.sion fee and attended "a Colchester
sitting." Brooks considered Colchester a fraud and intenffe~ to e"nose him. A grou r>~ holding hands, sat around
a table, with the lights turned out. (Colchester could
do so much more in the dark). Suddenly there was a
thumJJing of a drum and a twanging of a banjo, accom·
panied by the ringing of bells. Brooks surmised that
Colchester somehow had freed his hands from those who
sat beside him and was making the strange sounds.
Brooks' hands were held by unbelievers who allowed
him to break the circle and lunge in the dil·ection of the
sounds, all the while shouting, "strike a light!" A match
was lighted and there stood "the son of the duke" ,.,,;ith
the drum and bells still held in his hands. Brooks' forehead was covered with blood, having received a blow
on the head from the drum which had been used as a
weapon by Colchester.
The seance was suddenly ended and Colchester slipped
out of the room. According to Brooks, Colchester was uso
outraged by this insult that he refused to reappear." A
day or two later he is alleged to have wntten Mrs.
Lincoln a letter requesting a \Var Department pass to
New York, with a veiled threat thnt if she refused he
would have some unpleasant things to say to her.
Mrs. Lincoln immediately summoned Brooks and they
made a date with Colchester the next day at a specified
hour. \Vhen he arrived, Mrs. Lincoln introduced Brooks
to Colchester and then withdrew. Brooks thereupon
showed Colchester the unhealed scar on his forehead.
Colchester insisted that he had bec.n insulted, and Brooks
called him a swindler and a humbug, and ordered him
to leave Washington or risk being incat'Cerated in the
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the same t.ime he was puzzled by Colche.ster's daylight
seances. In view of thi$ intereJ;t he nsked Joseph Hcm-y,
the Supe1·intcndcnt of the Smithsonian Institution, to
attempt to learn how Colchester produced the st•·ange
cracking sounds.
Colchester was inte1·viewed by Henry, and with an
attitude of insolent superio•·ity the medium proceeded
to confound the scientist com.pletely. Hen ry did obse1·ve,
however, that the sounds did not conle from the room
but from the person of the medium. Colchester ended
the interview lnug hing.
Quite by accident Henry discovered Colchester's secret. While h·Aveling on a t.J·ain he happened to sit by
a young passenger, and in making friendly conversation
his traveling cOm J>Snion mentioned that he was a manufacturer of telegraph instruments. He oven volunteered
t he information that " 1 al!:ioo make them for spiritual·
ists." The young man explained how his device would
fit around the bicep, whereby the medium, by expanding
his muscle could produce sha•·p clicks like a telegrn.ph
key. Henry's young friend said, "Have you heard of that
Colchester fellow? He uses m~· equipment/' Lincoln
was pleased to learn the se<:ret.
l,abol"ing under the Brooks' threat o! the Old Capital
Pa·ison, Colcheste1· apparently did leave Washington for
awhile. However, t here i!:l evidence that in January,
1865, Colchester was residing in the CapitAl srtd was
astonishing many people with his tests. \Vanen Chase,
a mPmber of the Jllinois general assembly, made the
statement that ucolchester . • . often received from
public men ten and twenty dolhu·s for the tests g iven
when he asked nothing. He was a very generous and a
remarkable test m<:dium but he told me he often cheated
the fools as he could easily do it, but never deceived
the honest and intelligent inquirer."

Photograph of !\Irs. Lincoln with a
so-callccl spirit J)hotograph
of P•·esiclent Lincoln

£ditor'11 Note : Po r additiont'll information on LinQOi n 11nd ,.pirituill•
Lor~ No. ~SIS, Ar1ril 15, Hl.fG, "The L in coln' llnd

l~~nt llt"e Lin('Oin
SJll•·itu~li6tn"

" You Request l\'ly Autog ra ph . .

The followinsc informa tion •bo"t this tlhotor;:raph i4 taken from 1'hr
N•tiOJtO.l Svfritttalittl. Febl'\1&1')', 1945:
.. In 1867, two )'~lint aflcr Mr. l.inroln'll de-nth Mn. Lincoln vi,o;ite)(l

the photosrraph

duJ~te.

~Jtcry

of Mr. WilliAm Mumler in Boston. MaSAA.-

••t.

"She cUd not Sclve him her nl\~ but went in ~O)t.. an1l
for her
pictuno: und~r anot.,('r nnm(', Whcn th(' w'"nt. to obtain he1' r•roof
the lady in nllt' ndAne..• "*id to hco r: 'Mildllm, n ver)' l'tmnJo(e re!<ult
h. . eo:rme UPOn lhe t>late with your photo. Pretdd~t Lincoln Is
$l.andins; bc:hind you: She nn1lwcrC'd : 'Thsu i s "II rhcht I am hi..wld.ow.'
•·Muny I!OJ>it!f WC!n! t.Aktn from tM origi ot~l n~ative nnd 110ld, both
in Bo!lton a nd the J~C>C: ietie~~ of thr ,.tudentJI or oc~ult. 11hcnornena.

One wa&

~p i ed

on a half-tonto !ll.ate In Parlt.......&nt~. wh(ch was

11.

true nmliC!Il of the orb;im\1 tlho~riiJih with Mnt. J.,.in(':()ln. The
J)UbJI!Jh~r Of thl.t half~t.one ('Rlftfl((!Mt!nl 111!10 h1ul ll JlnlOf fi'On1 the
oriJ,dnlll plflt(t nnd ki'\OWf the ..;~Cad trulh or obtainln~r th~ orhdnt~~ l
newath•e, ~in }!: ir:lliduttely necr~IJi intcd wit)! Mr. Mumlcr'IS brother.
after William Momlcr had p~ on lO the MXt. ~aim ot Ute
through tbC! s;atewny of dc-ath."'
Thl.s cut wa.a m1100 from a photoM"raJ~h taken from Catherine C<>trin
f>hillil,• ' book, " Corndiu~S C'olc
Cfllifornia Plon«r and United
SUltC!II Sen•tor, . .... San FrandMo. 1929. OJ)P~ite 11as:e 2$7. )! F1-.
Uneoln ~nt thi& f!Rrtlevla.r J)hol~n'AJ)h to ou ...e Coko. the wlfe or
Srna lfJr ComeliUll COle:, lliOniC wi\JI IIGRl(' extllllnAtory dlppin"& tAken
tn>m Tit~ P l't$ett t 1l~e of Marth 2.S, 18i 2, and fr(lrn the Bosto n J>t:J ilv
Jkrald.

Other &plrit ph~raphs of Lincoln have hf..en JJubli!!!hcd from time
to timo but in m1U1y ('.llliCIJ thC'Y sf.nlni«'IY ~mbk- tho!M" with ft
Mc.>&t"r\'(' tJ•,aHieatlon.

Old Capital Prison. So far as Brooks was concerned,
Colche.st.er was never heard of again.
Meanwhile, President Lincoln was very much concerned over his wife's interest in spiritualism, and at
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Abraham Lincoln's mode of exp1·ession can not be
excelled for briefness and simplicity. yet at the same
t ime he had the knack of injecting into his writings a
bit of his personalit)f. His genius for original expression
is to be found in his addresses. letters, endorsements,
recommendations. o1·ders and even bank che.cks .
In a·eply to an autograph collector Lincoln would
usuany write. 41 You request my autograph. We1J, here
it is,' or "here 1 tis.11 Jn the. Foundation's collection
there is a note addressed to Edwin A. Palmer, Jr., written at Springfield, Illinois on June 4, 1860. Lincoln
v,:-t·ot.e, uyou request my autograph and here it is/'
Stephen A. Douglas possessed no such literary flair.
In n letter dated March 17, 1860, the original of which
is in the Foundation co1lection, he wrote J. Parrish,
Esq., an autograph seeker: uSir. AJiow me to comply
wit h your 1·e quest !or my autograph by signing myself,
Your$ Respectfully. $. A. Douglas."
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