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LINCOLN'S BALTIMORE SPEECH ON LIDERTY 
Many years ago, on July 16, 1934, to be e.xact Lincoln 

Lore published a hst of twenty-five addresses which had 
been generally accepted as the outstanding productions 
in Abraham Lincoln's oratorical repertoire. We must 
admit that no consideration was given to the speech that 
he made at the Baltimore Sanitary Fair on April 18, 1864, 
and it is seldom named as one of the outstanding speeches 
of Lincoln's eareer. 

However, those in charge of collecting rare documents 
which were to be exhibited on the Freedom Train chose 
the Baltimore Address as one of the important manu
scripts. It was published in full in the book Heritage of 
F?'tedo"' with the subtitle, "The History and Significance 
of the Basic Documents of American Liberty." 

It has been thought best to in some measure compen
sate for overlooking the important address in the compila
tion published so many years ago by printing the 
address in full. It is another one of those brief com
positions of the President, containing Jess than a 
thousand words. 

Ladies and Gentlemen-
Calling to mind that we are in Baltimore, we can 

not fail to note that the world moves. Looking upon 
these many people, assembled here, to serve, as they 
best may, the soldiers of the Union, it occurs at once 
that three years ago the snme soldiers could not so much 
as pass through Baltimore. The change from then tiU 
now, is both great, and gratifying. Blessings on the 
brave men who have wrought the change, and the fair 
women who strive to reward them for it. 

But Baltimore suggests more than could happen within 
Baltimore. The change within Baltimore is part only 
of a far wider change. When the war began, three years 
ago, neither party, nor any man, expected it would last 
till now. Each looked for the end, in some way, long 
ere today. Neither did any anticipate that domestic 
slavery would be much affected by the war. But here 
we are; the war has not ended, and slavery has been 
much affected-how much needs not now to be recounted. 
So true is it that man pt·oposes, and God disposes. 

But we can see the past, though we may not claim to 
have directed it; and seeing it, in this ease, we feel more 
hopeful and confident for the future. 

The world has never had a good definition of the 
word liberty, and the American people, just no,v, are 
much in want of one. We all declare for liberty ; but in 
using the same WO?'cl we do not all mean the same thing. 
With some the word liberty may mean for each man to 
do as he pleases with himself, and the product of his 
labor; while with others the same word may mean for 
some men to do as they please with other men, and 
the product of other men's labor. Here are two, not 
only different, but incompatable (sic) things, called by 
the same name-liberty. And it follows that each of the 
things is, by the respective parties, called by two 
different and incompatable (sic) names-liberty and 
tyranny. 

The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep's throat, 
for which the sheep thanks the shepherd as a Jjberator, 
while the wolf denounces him for the same act as the 
destroyer of liberty, especially as the sheep was a black 
one. Ploinly the sheep and the wolf are not agreed upon 
a definition of the word liberty; and precisely the same 
difference prevails to~day nmong us human creatures, 
even in the North, and aU professing to Jove liberty. 
Hence we behold the processes by which thousands are 
daily passing from under the yoke of bondage, hailed 
by some as the advance of liberty, and bewailed by 
others as the destruction of all liberty. Recently, as it 
seems, the people of Maryland have been doing something 
to define liberty; and thanks to them that, in wl>at they 
have done, the wolf's dictionary, has been repudiated. 

It is not very becoming for one in my position to 
make speeches at great length; but there is another 
subject upon which I feel that I ought to say a word. 
A painful rumor, true I fear, bas reached us on the 
massacre, by the rebel forces, at Fort Pillow, in the west 
end of Tennessee, on the 'Mississippi river, o( some three 
hundred colored soldiers and white officers, who had just 
been overpowered by their assailants. There seems to 
be some anxiety in the public mind whether the govern
ment is doing its duty to the colored soldier, and to the 
service, at this point. At the beginning of the '""r, 
nnd for some time, the use of colored troops was not 
contemplated; and how the change of purpose was 
wrought, I will not now take time to explain. Upon 
a clear conviction of duty I resolved to turn that 
element of strength to account; and I am responsible 
for it to the American people, to the Christian world, 
to history, and on my finn! account, to God. Having 
determined to uso the negro as n soldier, there is no 
way but to give him all the protection given to any other 
soldier. The difficulty is not in stating the principle, but 
in practically applying it. It is a mistake to suppose 
the government is indiffent (sic) to this matter, or is 
not doing the best it can in regard to it. We do not 
to-day know that a colored soldier, or white officer com
manding colored soldiers, has been massacred by the 
rebels when made a prisoner. We fear it, believe it, I 
may say, but we do not know it. To take the l ife of 
one of their prisoners, on the assumption that they 
murder ours, when it is short of certainty that they do 
murdcl' ours, might be too serious, too cruel a mistake. 
We are hnving the Fort-Pillow affair thoroughly investi
gated: and such investigation will probably show eon
elusively how tho truth is. It, after all that bas been 
said, it shall turn out that there has been no massacre 
at Fort-Pillow, it will be almost safe to say there 
has been none, and will be none elsewhere. If there 
has been the massacre of three hundred there, or even 
the tenth part of three hundred, it will be conclusively 
proved; and being so proved, the retribution shall as 
surely come. It will be ntatter of grave consideration in 
what exact course to apply the retribution; but in the 
supposed ease, it must come. 


