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SYSTEMATIZING AN AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION

Recently there has been formed an
arganiziation known as the National
Seciety of Awtograph Callectors. The
aims of the group are: “To encour-
age the meeting of autograph collee-
tors; To stimulate snd nid them in
their various collecting specialties; To
facilitate the exchange of information
and knowledge among collectors and
scholars,” The firat mecting of the as-
sociation will be held at the William
L. Clements Library of the University
of Michigan on May 17 and 18. Be-
sides an interesting program there
will algo be an exhibition of auto-
graphs loancd by libraries, dealers,
and individual collectors,

The Lincoln National Life Founda-
tion haer mnasembled through the years
a valuable collection of original cor-
respondence, manuseripts, documents,
endorsements and rignatores asso-
elated with the Lineoln story. It has
alao assembled a vast amount of fac-
simile writings and printed informa-
tion relating to Lincoln's complete
works, This data has gone through a
process of organization which has
made it poasible to systematize the
information so that it may be imme-
diately accessible, The forming of the
autograph association has suggested
the pmrntntmn of a plan of pro-
eedure for beginners.

The writings as & whole are gath-
ered under five different divisions as
follows: A. Correspondence, B. Mann-
scripts, C. Documents, D, Endorse-
ments, and E. Signaturesa,

(A) Correspondence

There is a practice, that is rather
general, of arranging most autobi-
ographieal materizl in chronological
nrﬂcl and this plan {a followed by the
Foundation, A letter actually written
by and Hifmd by Lineoln is of most
value and oan ftem of this sort is
usually designated in catalogues as an
“A, L. 8."—autograph letter signed.
A letter t:rped or written by a person,
not the curmpumh-nt E.ﬂ signed by

him, is ealled A" letter
signed,
With the

ing of the Lincoln
K rs at Wu:inmn maore attention

ing paid to letters written to Lin-
coln which makes possible a two wa{
correspondence; also letters whic
refer to Lincoln have long heen popu-
lar with collectors. Letters by
Lineoln, the Linecoln children or rela-
tives of the Lincolns, have come to be
desirable items, Collateral correspond-
ence offers an Intensely interesting
field and can be extended to challenge
the perseverance of the most ardent
devotee, Possibly a complete set of
presidential letters iz the acme of
autograph collections.

On and on through the ecollateral

list one might go until he reached the

Lineolnians, and in this group there

is no end to the possibilities of ex-

pansgion ne it eventunlly leads one into

the field of “oxtra illustrating.”

1. PERSONAL—a. Autograph let-
ters signed. b. Letters signed. c.
Autograph notes signed.

ADDRESSES—Letters written to

e

Lincoln,

3. REFERENCE—Letters referring
to Lincoln.

4. FAMILY —letters by members of
family.

5. COLLATERAL—a. Presidents of
the United States. b. Administra-
tive: Cabinet and Secretaries. c.
Military; Army snd Navy Person-
nel. d. Palitienl; Congressmen,
Governors, Notifieation Commit-
tee, Illinois Legislature, “Long
nine' members, ete. e, Lincolnians;
Authors, Sculptors, Poets, Artists,
Musicians, ete.

fB) Manuscripts

In the use of the caption “manu-
seripts,” we are confining our defini-
tion of the term to embrace only such
contributions as might lypmnh the
status of a written composition. Under
this elazzification would fall autobi-
ographical sketches, copy for Linecoln's
informal mldrnm n memoran-
dums and transcripts which eventually
reached the public in the form of
apeeches, lectures or debates,

1. AUTOBIOGRAPHIES.

2. PRE-ADMINISTRATION
ADDRESSES,

3. DEBATES.

4. OCCASIONAL PRESIDENTIAL
ADDRESSES,

6. POETRY.

(C) Documents

A document, so classified in this ar-
rangement, earries with it a formality
which is usually found in presenting
evidence and relative procedure, also
administrative papers which have
vested in them a note of authority,
making them olTicial.

This division opens up a vast terri-
tory to exploré which chron-
ologically, from the copies of the early
surveys made by Lincoln as a young
man, up to the items penned on the
last dn;.' of his life. The legal eareer
of Lincoln, ﬂt-lmdimi.mr twenty-
three years, ean best broken down
into h rinerships, as most of this
class of documents bear the names of
the joint }:mrtnm Lawyer collectors
might prefer a subject or a jurisdie-
tion arrangement rather than the
partnership designation. Of course the
documents of the administration
period are 8o numerous that the classi-

fication st best must be merely sug-

gostive,

1. BUSINESS—a. Surveys. b. Maps.
¢. Deads. d. Promissory Notes,

2, LEGAL—a. Stuart Partnership. b,
Logan Partnership. e. Herndon
Partnership.

3. POLITICAL—a. Legislative and
Congrezsional Reports. b. Party

ure,

4. ADMINISTRATION—a. Inaugu-
rals, b. Messagea to Congress, c
Proclamations, d. Calls for Troops.
e. General Orders,

(D) Endorsements
Most endorsements such as are in-
eloded in this section contain some-

thing more than a signature, usually a

line or two of instruction or explana-

tion. Here is another instance where it
is impossible to approach anything
like an exhaustive list. It does not
geem a:lviaable to attempt any sub-
froupinz of Fup-nrﬂ because they dif-
er so widely with respect to the
character of the original writing
whieh is endorsed,

1. AMENDMENTS.

2. APPOINTMENTS.

3. AUTHORITY TO AFFIX SEAL.
4. CONFIRMATIONS.

&, RECDM MENDATIONS.
8, REFUSALS,
WARRANTS,

(E) Signatures

The matter of signatures is almost

as exhaustive as the division of en-
duuemant:l, but they ean be divided
more expediently, Elzmtum of Abra-
ham Lincoln on his cancelled checks
seem to have been clipp-ad and E::-t
sented to many soliel
I.lqmln. Signatures on ti:urns,
lotions, ete., were quite common. A
certain elass of rnment forms
which needed nothing more than the
President's signature, re t A
very large classification, and a mis-
cellaneous list of signatures which

greatly mhinlf]fd the wvalue of thn

items on w they appeared has
cansed many thrills Iar autograph
ecollectors,

1. FliNAhCIAL—k-. Checks. b. Re-
[

2, GAL—a. Election Returns. b.
Fee Books. c. Estray Notices. d.
Potitions.

3. EXECUTIVE—a. Certificates. b,
Commissions. e¢. Dismissals., d.
Land Grants. e, Orders, f. Pro-
motions,

4. MISCELLANEOUS — a. Auto-
graph Albums, b, Books and Pam-

lets. e. F'l.mllr Bible. & Hotel
egisters, ¢. Picturea.



