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MOST TIMELY EDITORIAL — FEBRUARY 12, 1948

The selection of the most timely editorial commenting
on Abraham Lincoln, and appearing in the editorial col-
umns of American newspapers for February 12 of each

ar, involves considerable effort on the part of the

oundation, and a willingness on the part of the Ad-
visory Committee to serve as judges in the contest.

The first task is the acquisition of the sources, which
calls for n lotter being sent to 126 leading deily news-
papers throoghout the country published in cities of
over 30,000 population. Stamps are enclosed for the cost
of the paper and mailing. These lotters po out o day or
two before the papers are jssped. Upon receint of the
Fehruary 12 edition of the papers, the Lincoln editorisls
are excorpted, with care taken in the correct identifica-
tion of each contribation, Thess editorials are separately
mounted on uniform size sheets for proper cataloging.

While it is admitted that the weeding-out process is
not nll that is desired and may work an injustice to a
few contributors, yet some method of reducing the edi-
torials to a selective group has to be undertaken. The
descriptive adjective “timely" has been given first con-
uiduruflnn. Fditorials that deal with modern problems
i.'r-r1 I::l\re n "birthday” stmosphere about them are re-
tained.

The purely mechanical barrier which the Foundation
has set up may be its most unjust process of elimination,
but quite early in this effort it was discovered that a
word limit for editorials would have to be establizhed,
Inasmuch as newspapers as a rule are given to brevity,
it seems that thiz attitude should also find expression
in the editorial column. The great majority of contribu-
tions are under 500 words in length and this number
has been used as a maximum. Lineoln’s Gettysbu
Address contained less than 300 words, and his Seco
Inaugural less than 700 words.

There is also an attempt to eliminate what is often
referrod to as canned editorinls, writings distributed by
syndicates, ns well as monographs by ecolumnists. Con-
tributions which nt a series of quotations from Lin-
eoln, historical sketches, strictly partisan ions, or
presentations based on folklore or tradition, are subject
to the preliminary cancellation.

Photostat copies of such editorials as seem to be es-
pecinlly timely, based on historieal incidents and eon-
taining literary merit, are made available to the Ad-
visory Committee of ninteen Lincoln students for final
selection. Each member is furnished with two ballots,
one to be sent to the teller of the Advisory Group, and
one to the director of the Foundation.

The sources of the editorinls are not knmown to the
nineteen jud but are identified by numbers.
member of the committee votes for three places, first,
second and ounting five, three and one points,
reapectively, in the final alation, Winners of the first
two Fh;:? nr:ﬂnmmthmugh Limio!n Lore, m
are no T8 ered ] T TFeCcoiving recogr
is advised about the snrd,p:m if the editor’s name
is available it is mede known. The editorial receiving
firat place is published in Lincoln Lore and sometimes the
editorial of second place winner is used.

The Advisory Group decided that for February 12,
1048, an editorial in the Indianapolis Star entitled “Lin-
coln Still Lives" deserved first place, while an editorial
in the Washington (D, C.) Evening Star was awarded
socond honors gor a contribution under the eaption, “The
World Lineoln."

Many worthy editorials were released under a simpli-
fied title such as “Lincoln,” “Abraham Lincoln,” and
“Lintoln's Birthday.” Some other captions give a hint to

the timeliness of the subject matter, as may be observed
from the following titles:

“With Malice Towards None;” “First of All—the
Union;" *“The Lincoln ‘W:ﬁ’ “Occasionally, a Great
Man;"” “Thoughts of U, B. n to Lincoln in Crises;"
“The Unﬂnisﬁcd Worl:” "“The Sixteenth IPresident;”
“Lineoln's Character:” “The Unchanged Lincoln;™ “Lin-
eoln Man of Peace;" “Lincoln Did It;" “Shall Lincoln's
Ideals Triomph?;" “Following the Spirit of Lincoln;"
“What Would Lincoln Do?;"” “Advice from the Past;"
“His-Heart Beats On™ “Tf 'We are Steadfast in Abra-
ham Lincoln's Ideals;” “We Should Know Lincoln Bet-
Ler;" “A Spirit, not Formulas from Lincoln:"” “Marx and
Lingcoln:" “The Emancipator and the Slaves:” “The
Strength of Lineoln:" “Looking Back to Lincoln.”

LINCOLN STILL LIVES by Jameson G. Campaigne

The paintings of some mon are timeless, The musie
of others reveals its beauty to each gencration as though
it were new. Great poetry, grua.t sculpture or great
oratory is great in any age and at any time. And so it ia
with the speeches of Abraham Lincoln, who was born
poor on & farm in Kentucky just 139 years ago today.

Lincoln's speeches contain the distilled political wis-
dom of free men everywhere and at every time. His un-
derstanding of peaple—how they feel and think and
aspire—is still unsurpassed. Not only did he clearly sec
the meaning of liberty and of democracy, and he was
nble to it to the rest of us, 50 that we too could
unders and glory in its bright hope.

“As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a mns-
ter,” he said. “This ex my idea of democracy.
Whatever differs fom tgh. to the extent of the differ-
ence is no democracy,” Could any man make the mean-
ing of democracy clearer?

When Americans come upon troubled times as we
have been enduring and are still worrying through, we
inatinetively say to ourselves, “If only we had another
Lincoln to lead us.” We seck n leader to relieve us
afh?lliri:m burdens. B‘tl.ﬂ;.wh hﬂm]ﬁol in our re-
pu necessary to success -government,
what is far, far more important is the acceptance of the
people themselves of the responsibility for governing
themselves,

In other words, Americans do not need another Lineoln
today, We sin_:pf;r need to rededicate ourselves to the
democratic principles Lincoln so clearly saw and so
aimply expressed.

It would be a great and wonderful thing if Lincoln
could sit again in tha White House this year. But he
himself would agree that it would be even greater and
more wonderful if the American people should B[‘J”ly
B e o Tien & Ty 0 st
with intelligence r in t oW -
ment. For, as Lincoln knew, if Amerieans M
their duties as citizens as seriously as they take their
rights, it makes little difference who lives in the White
House that belongs to them.

In his few short years as a lawyer and Enhl.ic official
Abraham Lincoln gave us a heritage of political wisdom
that will serve as inspiration for every succeeding gen-
eration of free Americans, “Neither let us be slanders
from our duty by false accusations apgainst us, nor
frightened from it by monaces of destruction to the

vernment, nor of dungeons to ves. Let us have
afth that righr. makes might, and in that faith let us
to the end to do our duty as we understand it."
}f ij. Lineoln's deep faith in us will have again been
s s



