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ROBERT LINCOLN’S GENEALOGY

Preliminary to the opening the much publicized
Abraham Lincoln manuseripts thi= week-end at the
Library of Congress it seems timely indeed to make
l?lﬂl%! an unpublished autobiographical sketch of the
donor, Robert Lincoln, and also present a brief unpub-
lished biography of the President written by this same
Robert Lincoln, the chief executive's only son to reach
maturity,

The man containin xth;lﬁh er h:rhi.b::l‘]t.h
sketeh are in holograph form and preserv the Class
Book of 1884. The custodian of the Harvard University
archives granted the editor of Lincoln Lore the permis-
gion to poblish these writings and this seems to be the
proper tgnu to release them, We are under obligation to
Mr, Jules C. P. Landenheim for first calling our attention
to these university treasures. A o t

The limited space allowed by Lincoln Lore will permit
no more than a careful eopy of the documents made from

hotostats of the originals. In the near future, the
E‘oundatibn will make available a brochure :uhmftt!.ng
facsimiles of the holograph writings and the statements
of Robert Lincoln carefully annotated for corrections,
The original manuscript appears on pages 481, 482 and
483 of Class Book and in the following order without
caption,

I know very little of my father's hmﬂﬂ;t}lh great-
dfather is supposed to have gone from Berks County,
nsylvania, to Rockingham Cmml;ﬁ Virginia, but
nothing further is known of him. son, Abraham
Lineoln, emigrated from Virginia to Kentueky about the
year 1782 and was killed by the Indians two years after-
wards, leaving three sons, {!m:lmi. Josiah and Thomas.

Thomas Lincoln was born January 6th, 1778, He lived
on the Frontier all his life, moving from Kentucky to
Indiana, and thence to Illinois, where he died in February,
1851, leaving an only son,

Abraham Lincoln, my father. He was born Feb. 12,
R T i b b il s s

B no ol WAS pooT una ve
him an education, He however studied by himself and
finally aequired suilieient knowledge to become a land-
surveyor, in which cccapation he was engaged for several

ears, During the intervals of hiz labor he studied law,

t was interrupted in this by the Black Hawk War, in
which he served as a Captain of Unvmif.ﬂu tﬂn

o #ln-

throughout 5:0 State ig,

after the dissolution of that party, as a Republican. He
was defeated as a candidate for the U. S. Senate in 1858
b; the Iate Stephen A, Douglas, and was elected President
of the United States in 1860, [and reelected Nov. B, 1864
(Class Sec.) ).

The first member of my mother's family of whom
1 know anything is David Todd, who was born in Ireland,
April Bth, 1728, and emigrated to Berks County, Penna.,
wﬂere he wae a farmer, He moved to Kentucky in 1784
where he died in the same year leaving six children, o
whom the fourth was Levi Todd, who was educated as n
lnn?rur in Virginia and moved to Kentucky in 1776, was
a lieutenant in Clark's Campaign in Illinois in 1778,
served in severnl Indian wars north of the Ohio, com-
manded o battalion at the Battle of the Blue Licks, 1782,
where his brother, Col. John Todd, was killed. He
succeeded Daniel Boone a2 Colomel and became after-

wards a Brigadier and then a Major General. He occupied
various small official poszitions, and died at his place
near Lexington, Ky., in 1807, leaving eleven children of
whom the eighth was Robert Smith Todd, born in Lexing-
ton Aug. 11th, 1791, died Aug. 1849, He was a lawyer,
His wife was Eliza 'Pa.'rknr. who died in 1825. They

a large family of which Mary Todd, my mother, married
Abraham Lincoln in 1842,

1 was born on the first of August, 1843, at Springfiel
Illinois. I followed the usual pursuits of infancy
childhood there, until 1 was four years old, when I was
taken by my parents to Washin , D C., my father
being at that time a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives. Of my life at Washington my recollections
are very faint. following winter, (1548-9) I lived
with my grandfather at Lexington l{’r., and after that
time ] resided at Ssﬂnxﬁald until 1 came East to enter
College. 1 have a dim recollection of hcinﬁ under the
slipper-guardianship of a school-mistress until 1850, when
1 became a pupil at the Academy of a Mr, Estabrook &
under his instruction 1 remained for three years. At this
time there had been founded at Springfield an Institution
of Learning called the “Illinois State University,” at
which 1 was ed and remained until the summer of
1858. This “Univerzity” had, I believe, four instructors,
Dr. W. M. Reynolds being the President. The government
was very easy, and we did just what plmegnm. study
eonsuming only a very small portion of our time. The
Classics were ded as at College, and when I left T was
about to enter the Senior Class. | became aware that I
could never get an education in that way and resoclved
to enter Harvard College, assuming that there would be
no trouble in doing so, in which idea, it is unnecessary to
say, | was very much mistaken, On being examined 1
had the honor to receive a fabulous number of conditions
which precluded my admission. 1 was resolved not to
retire beaten, and, acting under the advice of President
Walker, 1 entered the well-know Audem% of Exeter,
N. H. T went to Exeter, hoping to enter the Class prepar-
ing to enter College, the next July, ns Sophomores, The
worthy Principal, Dr. Soule, soon convinced me of the
vanity of my aspirations and 1 was obliged to enter the
Subfreshman Clase. My life at Exeter was characterized
by little worth noting, except perhaps a flight from
Justice, who pursued me, in the shape of a policeman
all over the flourishing village, for having, in company
with others, committed sundry depredations on the prop-
mir of various citizens. Filthy lucre, also the root of all
::'ti s pm&edha great hlg:nlng n the present case, and we

0 ¥ paying damages.

ﬁuhm&nmmtiu 1860, 1 was able to
inform my father that 1 had succeeded in entering
College ‘I‘lﬂlll‘ll;I lldcm.tait ht:.s a b;‘:llm fmm] the
previous . My life in cge Ve easant
and has ﬁfm interruptions, I have :tudiadrrnfwgh to
satisfy myself without being a “dig.” 1 have chummed
during the whole of my course with Fred P. Anderson
of Cinecinnati, occup i?ds during Freshman year, rooms
at Pasco's corner ain and Linden Sts. Sophomore
and Junior years, Stoughton 22—Senior year Hollis 25.

In my Sophomore Year 1 was a member of the
“Institute of 1770," and was "Editor" for one Term.
During the same year 1 also belonged to n Secret
Society. At the beginning of the Second Term of Junior
Year, | became a member of the “Hasty Pudding Club,”
and was Viece-President, first term Senior,

Upon leaving College I intend to study law and shall
in all probability follow it ns a profession.
Robert Todd Lineoln



