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PUBLISHED WORKS OF ABRAH.UI LINCOLN 
Tho first volume of Uncollected Works of Abrallam 

Lincoln by Rufus Rockwell Wilson is now ofl' tho pl"('IS 
and it covers the period from 1824 to 1840. At least four 
volumes aro antictpatcd, and the set limited to 2050 num
bered and signed copies. Mr. Wilson proposes "to auomble 
and annotate lettera, speeches and other papers of Abra
ham Lincoln that havo come to light ... since 1905 whon 
Nicolay and Hay published an enlarged final edition of 
their complete works of Abraham Lincoln." Diaeovcriea 
including unpublisbPd items sueb as may appear in the 
Lincoln P.•pera aoon to be opened in the Library of Con
gress will be ineluded in subsequent volumes. The ap
pearance of the flrat installment of the Wilson work hu 
1nvited a c.ondenaed summary of previous attempta to 
compile and print the writings and speeches of the 
Emancipator. 

Campoig,. CoUtctions 
Possibly Abraham Lincoln himself should be reeor

nized as the firat compiler of any considerable number of 
his speeches aa he prepared copy for the text of his do
bates with Dourlaa. 

1860-Lincoln, Abraham-Political Debotea betweon 
Hon. Abraham Lincoln and Hon. Sup/ten A. Dougla.e. 
268 p. 

1860-Bartlctt, D. W .-The T.Afe and Publio Servicoa 
of Hon. A braha>n LiMoln. 153-348 p. 

1860-Howeii-Livea and Speeches of Abraham Lin
col" and llannibal Hamlin. 115-304 p. 

1864--Raymond, H. J.-Hi8torv of th6 Adminutraticm 
of Prewid•nt Lincol,. includin¥ hia Speechu, Lett..-., 
il.ddreuea, Proclamation, and ••leasagu. 618 p. 

Poot·mM"t- C-pil4tion.a 
Francia Lieber wrote in a letter to a New York pub

lisher in 18C5 that by bringin~ out a book of Lincoln's 
works, "You would make the Martyr rear his own monu
ment which no yean, no centuries could level and 
cause to nllftin min~le with the dust." 

1865-(Lieber, I''rancis)-The J!artyr'a ,1/onwn<:nt. 
297 p. 

1865-Halc, Edward Everett-The Proaident's WMda. 
186 p. 

1866- ~Crosby, Frank-Tile l.Afs of Abralaa'" Linooln. 
476 p. 

Compilation• in the Twenties 
.r. B. McClure of Chicago wrote on July 4, 1891, In 

the preface o! his book entitled Abrallam Lincoln'• 
Specchea, this interesting observation. 

"For tho first time-atran~e to say-and in thia vol
ume aro p.u~nted to the public the speeches of Abraham 
Lincoln u full and complete as is J)Oo'Sible for any one 
to collate them." 

1890-Yan Buren, G. ll.-AbraJuJm Lincoln'• Pen 
and Voico. 436 p. 

1891-~lcCiure, J. B.-AbraJulm Lincol"'• Speech•• 
Complet•. 478 p. 

1895-0idroyd, Osborn, H.-Words of Lincoln. 221 p. 
1896-Chittcnden L. E.-Abraham T.Ancoln'a SP"tCI~•· 

371 p. 
1897-Richardoon, J. D.-Jifessagea and Paper• of the 

President8. 297 11. 
1898-ThoJnns, Jaaac-T/~ WMds of Abraham Lin

colt~ 270 p. 
1898-Perry, BliaA-Tlle Beat of T.Ancoln. 156 11. 

7'/ie Nicolay and Hay Seriea 
It may have beon the appearance of McClure's book 

of speeches which eaused Robert Lincoln to write on 
llay 30, 1893, to John Nicolay urgin~ a compilation of 
Abraham Lincoln's complete works. (For check list of 
various editions aee Lincoln Lore No. 631). 

1894-Nieolay and Hay-Abralta»• Lincoln CompLete 
IVMks. Two vols. I, 695 p., 11, 770 p. 

1905-Nicolay and Hay (Tandy) -Complete Works of 
Abraham Lincoln. 12 volumes. 

Pre·Contenniol Books 
The years preceding the centeninal of Abraham Lin

coln's birth saw a revival o! Interest In the publication 
of Lincoln books, especiaUy those containing Lincoln's 
own works. 

1900-Taylor, H. S. and Fulwiler, P. M.-T.Ancoltt'a 
IVorda em Living Qluotiona. 176 p. 

1900-Tarbell, Ida-Tit. l.Af• of Abrohom Lfrtcoho .. 
Vol. n, 265-459 p. 

1902-Selby, Paul-Lincoltt; l.Af•. St...Ut and 
Speechea. 254-469 p. 

1903-Bell, Howard Wilford-Abraham Lincoln, Let
tera and Addrea301. 325 pages of documents and 47 pages 
of annotations. 

1906-Adam, llercer-Spcecllte of Abraham T.Ancoln. 
417 p. 

1907-Rhys, Ernest-Speeches and Lottcra of Abra
ltam Lincoln l83f-1865. 237 p. 

1908-Lincoln Centenary Association (N. Y.)-The 
Speechee of Abraham Lincoln. 417 p. 

School Tt:>:t Sclecti<»,. 
One of the results of the centennial celebration was to 

make the schools more conscioua of the value of Lincoln's 
writings. Some of the more important cloth bound selec
tions of this period are noted. 

1911-Tarb<!U, Ida ?oL-Stltctiona from th• Letters, 
Sptechea and State Papcro of Abraham LillColn.. 124 p. 

1914-:\loores, Cbarlea W.-vlddru.ea attd Letters, 
Lincoln. 223 p. 

1920-Hart, Albert Buibnoii-Sel«ted Writings of 
Abraham Lincoln. 322 p. 

1922-Hamilt.on, J .. G. De Roulhae-Selectiona from 
tho Writing• of AbraJ•am !Anroln .. 42·1 p. 

1927-Stcphensen, Nathaniel Wrlght-$electiona from 
Lincoln. 404 p. 

1927-Wright, Alfred A.-Readings from Lincoln. 
287 p. 

Unpubli•llcd Letters 
In 1917 Gilbert A. Tracy Inaugurated n new approach 

In his book by ignoring works nlr~ady appenrin~ m other 
printed volumes and using only unpublished items. 

1917-Tracy, Gilbert A.-Uncollected Letters of Abra
ham Lincoln. 264 p. 

1927-Brown University-Uincoln Lottera Hitherto 
Unpubli8hed in the T.Abrat'lf of Brown UniveraiiJI. 66 p. 

1930-Angle, Paul M.-.Vew Letter• and Papers of 
T.Ancoltt- 887 p. 

1931-Hertz, Emanuel-A New PMtrai•. ll vol., 
1006 p. 

Selected Writing• 
The last few years the trend in compilations of Lin

coln's works has been towards •elections rather than 
unpublished documents, culminating In Basler's admir
able volume. 

1940-Stcrn, Philip Van Doron-Life and Writings of 
A braham T.Ancoln. 863 p. 

1941-Lang, H. Jack-Tho Wit and Wisdom of Abra
ham Lincoln. 265 p. 

l9·l3-Williams, T. H.-Sclectrd Writittfl8 a•u! Speeches 
of A braham Lincoln. 269 p. 

1944-Foner1 Philip S.~ ·Abraltmn Lincoln, Selectiona 
from his WritJnga. 96 p. 

1946-Basler, Roy F.-Abraham 1-ittcoln: Hi8 Speeches 
and Writings. 483 p. 


