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VARIANT PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEBATES 

Eleven yearo ogo Lincoln Loro pr .. 
aentecl a prellmiD&ry diJeuaalon on 
the varioua iasueo of the Lincoln­
Douglas Debates publlahed In 1860 by 
Follett-Foster and Company of Co­
lumbus, Oblo. Some yean lator, after 
other va.rianta had been dlaeovered, a 
mimeographed list of the luuea ar­
ranged chronologically was prepared 
and sent out to Lincoln atudents for 
checking purposes. It now aeema 
worth while to put the compilation In 
printed form using the aame enumera· 
tion which was adopted In the trial 
tabulation. It appea.-. In abbreviated 
form at the top of the next column. 

There seems to be but one set of 
text plates used for the entire thir­
teen impressions. The varlationa 
therefore nrc all confined to the lm­
printst preliminaries, and covers. Tho 
printed preliminary pages will bo 
designated in the de&crlptiona by 
Roman numcrnle. 

Title Page 
Politicel Debates I Between I Ron. 

Abraham Lincoln/and Bon. Steph"" 
A. Douglaa,/ln the ~lebrated Cam· 
paign of 1858, In Illinola:/lncludlng 
the preceding speeches of each, at 
Chicago, Springfield, Ete.; Also, The 
two great/speeches of Mr. Lincoln in 
Ohio. in 1859,/aa/Cardully prepared 
by the reporte.-. of uch party, and 
published/at the timeo of their de· 
livery./Columbus:/t'ollett, Foster and 
Company./1860./ 

1. Fint Edition wltb Fl•e 
PrtUminary t>aau 

I. Title page aame aa abeve. 
IT. Three copyright llneo In center 

of page. Four linea in bualn- eard 
placed in lower left hand corner. The 
a.,.ence of a ruled line abeve the 
name Follett, Foster & Co. ldentlflea 
it as a lint edition. 

m and IV. Correopondenee. 
V. Table of content& 

2'. Edition with Four Preliminary 
Po reo 

I. Title page same ao abeve. 
II. Three copyright linea at top 

of page with rule extending under 
last line. Table of contenta. Four linea 
in business card placed In lower lett 
hand corner with ruled line jutt above 
the name Follett, Foster & Co. 

III and IV. Correspondence same 
as above. 
s•. Edition with Three Preliminary 

Pages 
r. Title page snme as nbove. 
IT. Three copyright linea In center 

of page. Four lines In buslneaa eard 
in lower left hand corner with ruled 
line just above the name Follett, Fos­
ter & Co. 

CONDENSED CHECK LIST 
No. Collation Imprint 

I. 6 preliminary p .... _____ ...Follett 
2. 4 preliminary P-·-........... Follett 
3. 8 preliminary p .... - ........... Follett 
4. 15,000 e. noted. ................... Follett 
5. 16,000 c. noted. .. - ... - ...... ..Follett 
6. 16,000 c. noted. .. - ........ Brown etc. 
7. 16,000 c. noted ............. Crosby etc. 
8. 24,996 c. noted ...................... Follett 
9. 24,996 c. noted. ............. Brown etc. 

10. 24,096 c. noted ........... -Crosby etc. 
H. 80,000 c. noted ...................... Follett 
12. 80,000 c. noted .............. Brown etc. 
18. 30,000 c. noted. ............. Crosby etc. 

III. Table of contents. 

Variants 
(a). Prcllmlnarle.>J same as above 

but dllfercnt cover design. 
Bnckstrip set in different type 
and gilt line much shorter un­
der word 14Debatea/' 

(b). PNlliminarics same as above 
but different cover design 
from both Sa and 3b. Back­
strip title set In much smaller 
type. 

4 • . Edition Nollnr 15,000 Copies 
I. Advertisement of Howell's HLife 

and Public Services of Abraham Lin­
coln." Stoles book will be ready 
June 12. 

II and 111. Advertisements. At bot­
tom of page III Ia the following an· 
nouneemcnt: "15,000 Copies Sold of 
Lincoln and Douglas Debates." 

IV. Corl'\'lpondenoe. 
V, VI, Vll, aame u I, ll, ill above. 

5' . Edition Nolinr 16,000 Copies 
I. Advertisement of Ho,.ell's "Ufe 

and Public Services of A braham Lin­
coln." States book will be ready previ­
OUI to June 20. Calla the book ''The 
Authorized Edition." At the bottom of 
the page appears: "16,000 copies Lin­
coln and Douglaa Debates Sold." 

II. Advertisement of same as 
above. 

III. Advertisement of Coggeshall's 
book. 

IV. Advertising and correopond­
ence:. 

V, VJ, VII. Same as above. 

Variant 
(a) Variant shows encircled star 

In center of cover which design is 
used In subsequent printings. 

6 '. Edition Noting 18.000 Copies 
I, II, Ill, and IV, Same as above. 
V. Title page imprint, Columbus: 

Follett, FORler and Company Boston: 
Brown & Taggard, New York: W. A. 

Townsend It Co. Chicago: S. C. Gri(p 
& Co. Detroit : Putnam, Smith .t: Co. 
1860. 

VI, &nd VII. Same as abeve. 

7'. Edition Noting 16,000 Copleo 
I, 11, Ill, and IV, Same as abeve. 
V. Title pag&-lmprint, Colum-

bus: Follett, Foater and Company 
Boston: Crosby, Nichols, Lee & Co. 
New York: M. Doolady. Pittsburgh: 
Hunt & Miner. Cincinnati: Ric~ey, 
Mallory It Co. 1880. 

Vl and VII. Same as above. 

8. Edltlon Noting 24,996 Coplu 
I. Advcrtisemen~Howell's "Life 

and Public Services of Abraham Lin· 
coin." States that 9,000 copieo of 
above book a lready sold. Calls It "The 
Authorized Edition." Under the ad· 
vertisement at bottom of page nppenro 
"24,996 copies Lincoln and Douglas' 
Debates Sold l" 

II and III. Same as abovo except 
first line on Ill which reads, "Will be 
published Augu&t 5." 

IV. Same as above. 
V. Title page Imprint (copy 5). 
VI and VII. Same as above. 
Note. Compiler has not aten copy 

but H. E. Barker and Jay :Monaghan 
report it.. 

9. Edition Notlnr 24,996 Copleo 
I, Il, III, and IV. Same as abeve. 
V. Title page imprint (copy 6). 
VI, and VII. Same as above. 

10' . Edition Noting :Z.C,996 Co pl .. 
I, 11, Ill, and IV. Same as above. 
V. Title page imprint (copy 7). 
VI and VII. Same as above. 

11. Edition Noting 30,000 Coplea 
I. Advertisement.. 
II. Statement by the publlaher 

noting 30,000 copies from Stephen A. 
Douglas. 

IIJ. Letter of publisher. 
IV. Corrections continued. 
V. Title page imprint (copy 5). 
VI and Vll. Same as above. 
Note. Compiler has not seen copy 

with above imprint. 

12. Edition Noting 30,000 Copies 
I, II, III and IV. Same aa above. 
V. Title page imprint (copy 6). 
VI and VII. Same as above. 

13. Edition Noting 30,000 Co1>ies 
I, 11, Ill and IV. Sarno ns above. 
V. Title page Imprint (copy 7). 
VI and VII. Same na above. 

•Pa~r co•tr ~PIH nottd.. 


