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THOMAS M. JOHNSON’S PORTRAIT OF LINCOLN

Three early portrait painters, Barry, Hicks and John-
son are more often mentioned than others among those
who mnde studies of Lincoln from life during the political
Bltl'lpl.lE!l of 1860, The work done by Barry and the
sketch by Hicks have been preserved b lithographie re-
productions, but the whereaboutas of Jg'lmmma effort is
problematical,

Thomas M. Johnson was commissioned by €. H.
Brainard, a Boston lithographer, to go to Springfield,
Hlinols, &nd make & study of the Rapublican nominee fob
the presidency. Letters which he wrote to Mr. Brainard
have been preserved and likewise notes he wrote to his
father about the progress of his work are available. The
combined correspondence to Brainard and the elder John-
son allows us to present a fairly comprehensive story
about the Springfield visit,

It will be more satisfactory to present the excerpts
from the letters in chronologieal urr;lefr and inasmuch as
they were all written by Mr. Johnson from Springfield,
Ilinoig, the place is omitted and only the date and name
of nddressee are preserved in the preliminaries. The
closing sulutations are omitted entirely,

July 18, 1860
Dear Brainard:

I arrived here at five o'clock today, and E:noeeded to
onee to Mr. Lincoln's not finding him at his home, T went

to his ofTice where I had the pleasure of a short interview
{with) him. He seemed 13?- much engaged but I am h.nppz
to say expressed hims much pleased to sece me an

consented to sit to me for his portrait without the least
hesitation, 1 will commence tomorrow at half past seven.

July 19, 1860
Denr Father: .

I aaw Mr. Lincoln soon after my arrival. He had hard
rend one letter before he consented to sit, and appointe
tomorrow morning for the first sitting,

July 20, 1860
Dear Brainard :

1 have not yet seen Mr, Lincoln's home except from
the outside and eannot give you a glowing description
of it nor its inmates. 1 commenced the ?nrtrut toding
under the most favorable circumstances, | feel sure
getting a good thin?. Perhaps 1 shall be able to send
yvou “un interesting letter" tomorrow 1 will try.

I have just 27 dollars in pocket and as my board bill
will amount to about 156 dollnre and my fare 3 more than
I now possess, 1 am obliged to eall on you to fill the gap.

Dear Father:

Mr, Lincoln is a very tall, awkward-looking man, but
with a face and head that | really eonsider beautiful in
the extreme, when compared with all the pictures that
have been published over his name,

This fact is very encouraging to me. I had reason to
expect to see a face that reminded one of an over-sized

ar than anything else. Mr. Lincoln's title of ugly
gfunt be owing to hgl.ﬂ figure entirely.

July 22, 1800
Dear Brainard:

Mr, Lincoln has not yet invited me to his home, there-
fore | have not yvet seen any of his family except himself,
I have had two satisfactory sittings from him and
feel cortain of being able to make a likeness that every
Republican will have reason to be proud of: for I be-
lieve no man’s personal appearance has been so variously

misrepresented as the Hon—Abraham Lincoln's. 1 was
not aware that it was possible for photographs taken
from life to so misrn&:rnsnnt the human face, The onl
one that gives any idea of him is the profile which
told you before 1 left Boston 1 prefered to all others:
thiz is somewhat like him but does not do him justice.
Volk's bust gives a good general idea of him but 'acks
detafl. Barry's original dﬁ-nwin is like him in wvery
many respects but the lithograph from it is a failure.

Mr. Lincoln has a fine hend and face the expression
of which indicates an amiable disposition combined with
great foree of character. The upper part of his head is
quite Websterian, Mr. Lincolns title of “ugly” must
be owing entirely to his figure and gumit; the length of
the former destroying to some extend the grace of the
Intter. I am quite well and enjoy my visit much. Please
write me a long letter,

Dear Father:

My, Lincoln sat for the second time yesterdar and I
have made good progress. | hope to finish it in three
more sittings, for he is a first-rate sitter, and a much
better looking man than I had reason to suppose him
to be. His ugliness is entirely owing to his figure.

July 23, 1860
Dear Brainard:

1 was delighted to hear from you today and hope you
will write o?ten Mr. Lincoln sits every day early in the
morning thus far 1 have had three sittings and the pie-
ture is nearly done. 1 thank you for having my way for
me in Chicago. I presume | shall fell quite at home there
in consequence, 1 am sorry that I have been unable as
yet to see a copy of Mr. Hick's picture, He should have
sent one to My, Lincoln before now: however if it is no
better than Volk's bust 1 am not afraid of it. Mr. Lin-
coln and myself are good friends and get along well
together. He is very much pleased with my work: he
says B's lith. is a total failure: he also says that B's
original drawing pleased Mrs. Lincoln better than Hick's

rtrait =0 I think I have no reason to fear Hicks. Every-
md:f lnughs at B's lith. in this city. it is very unpopular.

July £6, 1860
Dear Father:

The picture is finished. 1 leave for Chicago tonight,
The picture is a decided success.

{end of correspondence)

FFrom this correspondence we must conclude that John-
gon made an original study of Lincoln from life which
he states in one of his letters was “a decided success.
We are wondering if Mr. Brainard who commissioned
him to execute the portrait was of the same opinion?

Brainard brmugllpt out a lithograph of Lincoln in 1860
with the initials T. H. J. under the portrait but it is not
a reproduction of a painting from life. 1t is a llighﬂg
retouched copy of a photograph made by a Sgﬂn:ﬂel
photographer by the name of C, 5, German who had
studio on the é’lata House square. It is known in the
Meserve classification of Lincoln prints as number nine,
and is from the same negative as the one presented to
Mrs, Chapman. Apparently it was taken about the Lime
of Johnson's visit, .);::hnwn complains in one of his letters
how “photographs taken from life misrepresent the
human face,” nevertheless the only eontribution we have
bearing his initials are retouched fhﬂnmphs, What be-
came of his portrait of Abraham Lincoln made at Spring-
field in July, 18607



