LINCOLN LDORE

Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation

= = = = = Dr. Lonis A. Warren, Editor

Published each week by The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Number 910

—————————————m

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

September 16, 1946

THE LINCOLN SKETCH IN LANMAN’S BOOK

Charles Lanman might be called Abraham Lincoln's
frst biographer although the brief sketch which he pre-
pared from Lincoln's still shorter autobiographical notes,
containg but b5 words.,

Charles Lanmuan was born in Monroe, Michigan, on
June 14, 1819, and in 1845 returned to his native state
to manage the Monroe Gazette. Later he became assoei-
ated with the Cineinnati Chroniele and later with the
New York Express. In 1849 he went to Washington
where he beeame successively, Librarian of War Depart-
ment, Librarian of Copyrights, Private to
Daniel Webster, examiner of depositories for the southern
'ﬁlﬁié?' librarian in the Interior Department all before
1

It was at this time that Lanham corresponded with
Lincoln with respect to the Dictionary of Congress which
was then in the process of preparation.

Twelve days after Lincoln's assassination Lanman
wrote an article about his early correspondence with the
lamented President and directed it to “The Editor of
the New York Herald" It was published in that E:rer
foi-! April 2, 1866, The entire article copled verbatim

ollows:
THE LIFE OF LINCOLN, WRITTEN BY HIMSELF
To The Editor of the Herald
Goorgetown, D, C., April 27, 1865,

As everything connected with the history of our
martyr President is of intense interest 1 send you a
brief record which illustrates his singular modesty ns n
man. When, in 1858, [ commenced my labors on the work
known as tﬁm “Dictionary of Congress,” 1 forwarded to
every member of Congress whose residence I could as-
certain a circular asking each person for information
as to the date and place of his birth, the character of his
education, his profession or cecupation, and a list of any
public itiona he may have filled. Those simple facta
were all | wanted, and in looking over the thousands of
replies that have been sent me sinee, it is truly remark-
able to find that men of the test ability have in-
variably told a direct and brief story, thereby preserv-
ing their innate mn{]aﬁti’l and writing nothing to com-

romise their dignity. The reply which I received from

r, Lineoln was singularly hn.-.i' and yet ecomprehensive,
and you may well imagine is now highlv valued by me,
with other friendly letters by the same hand, as a me-
mento of one who pn:nmog all the “degrees of sov-
ercign honor,” a8 elueidated by Lord Bacon: and who,
like Regulus and the two Decii, sacrificed his life for the
good of his country, The record in question is as follows:

Born February 12, 1809, in Hardin county, Kentucky.

Edueation defective.

Profession, a lawyer,

Have been a captain of volunteers in the Black Hawk
WAr.

Postmaster at a very small office.

Four times n member of the lllinois Legislature,

And was a member of the Inr':l;er House of Congress.

ete.,
- A. LINCOLN.
Such is the story of his life down to 1858. What a
wonderful contrast does it present to his subsequent
career!
Yours, very respectfully,
CHARLES LANMAN,
The original copy of the Lincoln memorandum is not
now known to be in existence, The above version might
be considered the most authentic copy inasmuch as Lan-
man evidently had it before him at the time the story
wis prepared for the Tribune.
icolny and Hay in their two wvolume work under
the date “June (167) 1858" introdaced the brief aketeh
with these words: “The compiler of the “Dictionary of

Congress” states that whllohfrqi:rl that work for
publication in 1858 he sent Mr, Lincoln the usumnl re-
quest for a sketch of his life, and reecived the following
reply: , . ." The copy used 5: Nicolay and Hay shows
these variations from the Tribune text.

1st line, comma after Born, and county capitalized.

4th line, omits article “the” before Black Hawk war.

6th line, small letter “1" in Legislature and comma
after Legislature instead of od.

7th ltne, made a part of above sentence and be-
ginning with small “a.” The word House also spelled

'jt%ﬂm IL::}:.; prepared for his 1869 Dictionary

n or
he 5dﬁted I..inbn:.-:ln'g :hetr.h[ s ?nho“l:{m _

e was born in Hardin County tucky, TURTY
12, 1809; received a limited aduut{on; adopted the 1:.1:-
feasion of law; was a captain of volunteers in the Black
Hawk war; at one time Postmnster of a small wil ;
four times elected to the Illinois Legislature; and a
Ili;at%m" tative in Congress, from Illinois, from 1847 to

Somewhere Lincoln acquired s copy of the first edi-

tion of the dictionary which we learn from an acknowl-
edgment of a complimentary copy received from Lanman
in 1861, This was Mr. Lincoln's reply to the letter which
accompanied the gift.

Springfield, I, June 9, 1860.
CHARLES LANMAN Esq.. '

My Dear Sir: Yours of the dth is duly received; and
| l.lurl gratefully accept the book when it arrives, as it
has not yet done. 1 have a copy which 1 pur-
chased near a year ago, utl, which [ have found both in-
teresting and valuable,

I thank you for both your leiter and the book, and
shall be pleased to meet you at any time, -

nily,

Yours res
LINCOLN.

Mr. Lanman in the Tribune article comments on
“other friendly letters" from Lincoln but the above
original sold in the Lambert sale is the only one known
to Lincoln students.

An edition of the Diutinw of Congresa which came
out in 1864 was also t‘ﬁ--.nmn to the President by Lan-
man and is now in the Williham H. Townsend collection
at Lexington, Kentucky,

Lanman’s third edition and so neted-—published in
1866 has a somewhat extended biographieal note of Lin-
coln stating that in his early days he “spent two years
at school in Stafferd County, Virginia" which of course
is an error. The additional facts used for the Presidency
are herewith submitted:

“In 1860 he was nominated by the Re%.lhllm Party
ns their candidate for President of the United States,
and was duly elected to that position for the term com-
mencing the 4th of March, 1861. By the Baltimore Con-
vention, held in 1864, he was nominated for re-election
to the Presidency, and was triumphantly elected. In
December, 1864, degree of LL.D. was conferred upon
him by Princeton College. On the 14th of April, 1865,
while seated in a private box at the theatre, he was
shot in the head by an assassin, named John Wilkes
Booth, and died at seven o'clock on the following morning.
The circumstances of his death filled the whole land wi
horror, and the demonstrations to his memory were heart-
felt and universal. His name was everywhere mentioned,
with rare kindness, as the Martyred President.”

Lanman published in 1876 his exhaustive volume
Biographical Annals of the Civil Government of the
[mited States during its First Century, In the Lincoln
sketeh he deleted the erroncous sentence about Virginia
gchooling but retained the reat of it as it appeared in
the third edition.



