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ANGLE’S LIST OF PERMANENT BOOKS

Angls, Paul M,, A Shelf of Lincoln Books: A erltical sclective bibliog- clearly superior to Sterne’s.” The Basler book will not be

I;I.E-':?' #.QEMM.H.' MNew Brunswick: Ruotgers Unlversity Press, l.lh]ill:';!lﬂd ’:}ntil Fall, but when it does come out, Sterne's
ook will lose much of the value it now posscsses,

Paul M. Angle's A Shelf of Lincoln Books makes .&Ithnugb‘:j but & decade has But. many of the “perma-

available in a more convenient form muech of his valuable nent” books in Mr. Angle's “Basle Lincolniana” already

data entitled “Basie Lincolniana” contributed in 1936 to
the Abraham Lincoln Association Bulleting and now sup-
plemented by additional notes on “permanent” books a
peu:::ﬁ gince that date. A careful and eritical analysis
of book selected is presented in what he terms “a
selective, critical bibliography.”

The eighty-one books chosen have been written m:
different authors whose names appear in the fo g
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Angle (3), Arnold, Ballard, Baringer (2), Barton (5),

DAL, Dewwakes; [neoka, Beowe, B, Dt

il T,

DeWitt, Dodge, Eisenschiml, Evans, Horndon & W
Hertz (2), , Howells, Keckley, Lamon, Learned,
Lewis, Waldo Lincoln, Lorant, Luthin, McCarthy, Me-
Clure, Meserve, Monaghan (2), Newton, Helen Nicolay,
John J. Nicolay, Nicolay & (3), Petersen, Phillips,
Potter, Pratt (3), Randall %2;, Reep, Rice, Sa

(2), élndburf Angle, Shaw, Sparks, ﬁtcphonmn.
Sterne, Tarbell (2), Thomas (2), Townsend %E{, Traey,
Warren, Weik, itney, Williams, Wilson (2), Wold-

man.

The enviable position which Mr, Angle occuplies in the
field of Lincoln bibliography makes hiz selection of
“permanent” writings, not only of interest from the view
point of the student but also tremendously important in
the sales promotional program of dealers in new and
et e oo e o e oty b e S

ers have parap e
of tE: introduction f: these words:

“Sorting through the enormous bulk of Lincoln litera-
ture Paul M. Angle has winnowed the permanent from
the inconsequential, discarded thoze Lineoln books that
ware little better than worthless when published as well
as many others which once seemed satisfactory but now
have lost their value, and has omitted the works of those
who have written about Lineoln with ‘little equipment for
the task except interest in the subjeet.””

Mr. Angle divided the entire field of Linecolniana
into two classes—the * ent” and the “inconse-
ﬁunnﬂﬂ." Are not both of these terms too exacting in a

eld where transitions from the former to the latter are
continually taking {lmt The aothor states that many
books “good enough in their time have lost much of the
value they once " Will not this conclusion at
some future date be applicable to many of the books which
we now designate as “permanent?” A very fine illus-
tration of this ition is offered by the secretary of the
Abraham Lincoln Association. He states that the associa-
tion now has in process “an edition of the complete
writl of Abraham Lincoln, fully annotated and pre-
Eued accordance with mordern scholarly standards.”
.‘!ncill emphasis is placed on the fact that it is to be a
“definitive’” work. Will not the accomplishment of this
task relegate to the realm of the “inconsequential™ all
geven of the books listed under “Writings and Speeches”
now regarded by Mr, Angle as anent”? It appears
as if the two Nicolay and Hoy Complete Works already
has become obsolete with the np]i-aannuu of the “"Gettys-
burg Edition” which not only duplicated everything in the
two volume work but contributed 518 additional items as
well. A four volume work by Rufus Rockwell Wilson which
will eontain all Lincoln material in Tracy, Angle and Hertz
will manke those wolumes “inconsequential.” The first
volume will be out in October.

With reapect to the Sterme and Basler volumes, Mr.
Angle states that “for the scholar, Basler's compilation is

have become obsolete by reason of more adequate treat-
ment of similar sub matter. Both the and Oak-
leaf bibliographies have been discarded for Monaghan.
The studies of Lincoln as a lawyer by both Hill and Rich-
ards have been superseded by Woldman, The Lea and
Hutchinson “!dﬂlgr-t‘h:he Learned lnqlutrﬂ.lsmdiu ll.;;'l
been eliminat Barton genco , although Mr.
Angle has elected to retain the Lummibﬁ his list of per-
manent books for a season.

The fine old Meserve publication of 100 original Lin-
coln photographs limited to a hundred eoples and seldom
changing in recent years for less than one hundred
dollars, aceco: to ‘u{lﬁh classification has lost its
permanency. With the publishing of the Lorant volume
and its mumerous corrections of Meserve's errors—al-
though Lorant made a few errors himself —and the su

lementing of much finer grlntl than l:fl

eserve, & tremendous contribution was made to a gen-
eral interest in Lineoln photographs. Mr. Angle has at-
tem to revive the n;%lml eserve supremacy in the
field of pictures by nominating a later edition of the
Meserve prints but this publieation although including
an im ction by Carl Sandburg has eome too late.
It is but little more than a duplication of the last few

of Lorant.
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questionable value of the Herndon miscellany of reminis-
censes folk lore, and traditions, naturally would invite his
wwmmm&nwdmfm
iﬁ‘ Weik, and also Hertz Hiddem Lincoln are to
enjoy equal distinction, as far as number of titles

are
ﬁnvol,], Bterne ltnjld Basler in the field
colniana, then the emphasis
the factual will not contribute to what might be econ-
sidered a well balanced shelf of source material,
Mr, Angle states that the Hidden Linecoln by Hertz
ntains “the most m%nrhnt of the source materials on
which the Herndon-Weik Nognphr of Lineoln was
based.” With Weik guided by Herndon as in of
these sources it would seem that these two books would
be sufficient in this field of observation. The Lamon, New-
u'.m and Weik The Real Lincoln wvolumes contribute
little additional factual information unless one believes
that Herndon's anti-slavery attitude
Newton greatly i
Three titles on Mrs. Lincon (Evans, Keckley, and Sand-
would seem to be an over emphasis on this phasze

supplement the Evans story.

e placing of the Petersen book in this very exclusive
compilation seems strange when some other scientific
works relating to Lincoln's health and behavior failed to
make the e. But there is no intention however, on
the part of this reviewer to submit substitutes or addi-
tions for any of Mr. Angle's selections. After all eriti-
cigms, including the comments appearing in this review,
are considered, one must come to the conclusion that “A
Shelf of Lineoln Books” by Paul M. Angle is an excellent
compilation of outstanding publications in the field of
Lincolnians as we view it today.



