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EARLIEST SCULPTORS OF THE PRESIDENT

The fuct that Leonard Volk's life mask of Lincoln and
his su uent studies ranging from an idealized head to
a heroie gize hronze statue, have been given so much at-
tention that some of the other early ntl;emd:vta to W"ﬂ
the President in sculpture have been practically ignored.
There are three early efforts which seem to be worthy of
some attention.

JONES

Thomas 8. Jones was born in Oneida County, New York
on December 12, 1811. In 1841 he moved te Cincinnati
and became a marble cutter, Without further 'll‘lill.ilﬁ
he n to make pieces of seulpture, making busts
such famous men as Taylor, Scott, Clay Webster, Brac-
ken and Lincoln. He is eredited with 8 statues, 30
groups, 34 busts and 10 medallions. He died in Columbus
on February 28, 1881. The best story of his Lincoln bust
is found in the New York Tribune for April 9, 1865:

"At this time when the name of Lineoln is on every
tongue, and his memory in every heart, anything that
recalls vividly to the eye the features of the honored
martyr is peculiarly welcome, and will be gazed upon by
thousands with mournful interest. The bust executed by
T. D. Jones of Cincinnati was commenced about six weeks
before Mr. Lincoln left Springfield, enroute to u-nculp;r the

residentinl ehair. The last sitting was given only two

ys before his departure. As a work of art it has
hifh merit—as a portrait it is truly a fac-simile. It is
bold and grand in outline: it is modelled with exquisite
skill; its expression is faithful to the life, and it {s char-
acteristic in its whole contour and in every line of its
elaborate manipulation. It is but ver{. rnﬂ.-lg-u that so
successful a portraiture is achieved in plaster, but in this
we recognize tive individuality of, as well as the
closest resemblance to the subject. The simple dignity of
the unpretentious man, the native nobility which never
failed in any emergency, have in this bust, been eaught
and perpetuated for the admiration and respect of pos-
terity. It will undoubtedly be recsived as the historie bust
of Abraham Lincoln not only because it is so et in
all points of intellectual and physieal resemb ance, but
because it is the only one for which President Lincoln over
sat. For some reason or other, this fine and very impor-
tant work of art seemed destined to remain in obscurity
and but for the intervention of Mr. Henri L. Stuart, of
this city, it would probably have remained unknown until
now. He recognized its merit, ordered some casts to be
made, out of which but three or four have as yet crossed
the Allegheny mountains. One was sent to Mrs, Lineoln,
and has since formed a prominent object of attraction in
the red reception room at the White House, Washington.
Another has been in our editorial rooms for some time,
and will be exhibited to-day in front of The Tribune publi-
cation office. A third will be shown to-day at the store
of A. D. Porter & Co. No. 542 Broadway. These busts
will assuredly attract much attention from the sl:rﬂ;hbg
gqintn of excellence which we have enumerated, Mr, T, D,
ones is at present cnglgﬁléawe understand, upon a full
length life-size statue of ident Lincoln, for which he
made careful and elaborate studies while engaged on the

bust."
ELLICOTT

When photographs were made of Abraham Lincoln's
funeral decorations in the Capitol at Washington, there
stood at the head of the casket what appeared to be a
marble statue of him. Pictures available give a very good
likness of the statue but no one seemed to be able to identi-
fy it or tell what became of it. This study would appear to
be the earliest full-length statue of Lineoln, but whether
it was in plaster or marble we have been unable to
ascertain,

Some time ago the Lincoln National Life Foundation
came in possession of a carte-de-visite phuﬁoEﬂ h of the
P

statue taken by “Rice, Union Phuhﬁn ery, 520
Pennsylvania Ave., Wash . D, C.,”" and written in ink
on the back of the card is the notation, “Statue of Presi-

dent Lincoln by Ellicott.” On the front of the card and
under the picture in the same handwriting is the line
“Statue now in Capitol {June 'E‘I{:r Ellicott.”

Henry Jackson Ellicott was born in Ann Arundel
County, land on June 27, 1846. After st draw-
ing at the National Academy of Design his education in
sculpture was supervised by Brumede, Powell and Lintze.
He passed away in Washington on Feﬂmﬁlt;lﬂﬂl. Far
the Capitol at Washi n he did the of Vice
Presidents, George M, lers and Millard Filmore. He
also modeled two statues at Philadelphia and an eques-
trian statue of General MeClellan and also a statue of
General Meade in Fairmont Park.

MEZZARA

For many rs Lott Flannery's statue of Abraham
Lincoln was thought to be the earliest full len study
of the President. It stood on & pedestal twenty- feet
high in front of the District of Columbia Court House at

ashington, Later it was removed but public sentiment
cultivated somewhat by the claim that it was the earliest
statue of Lincoln had it replaced on a stone base more in
keeping with the surroundings.

ut the Flannery statue was not even the first statue in
Washington as it is evident that the Eillicott statue pre-
ceded it by three years. The honor of the erecting of the
first Heroic Bronze Statue to San Francisco and this
is quite lfmpri:tcl:; B0, last word l?tm by Lincoln
to any o associates ns he left the White House for
Ford's Thestre was “San Franciseco.” He addressed Colfax
from his carriage and said, “I'll telegraph you at San
Francisco.”

The stationery of the Lincoln Monument carries
this information about the statue, “Designed by a Cali-
fornia artist. Erected in San Francisco by San Franciscan
Loyalty. Unveiled on the First Annl“mmof President
Linnoln'ldutb.ﬂﬂtumt’i?lhnﬂmt in 1908, To
be uﬂhmd by this League.

It is fortunate that a portrait of the statue has been
discovered not only for the preservation of the ﬁmcﬂ
Lineoln in the first bronze study but also for the p-
tion which appeared on the base, While the ina tion
date is apparently confused with the election date the
wording of the sketch is of interest: Abraham Lincoln/
Born Feb. 12, 1809/Elected President of the/United
;‘:Bt;;sf March 1861/Re-elected March 1865/Died April

The Boston Transeript for August 29, 1865 contains the
follo news item rela to the sculptor and statue:

“STATUE OF MR. LINCOLN, A California sculptor
named Mezzara has nearly completed a colossal statue
of President Lincoln. It is nine feet high, and stands on a

estal ten feet in height, making a total of nineteen
eet. The posture is in & San Francisco paper as
mlclimtir: and commanding; the left arm extended in front,
nd the hand grasping a seroll, supposed to be the Eman-
cipation Proclamation. The right arm hangs at the side,
thrown slightly back, as if the subject was npﬂklﬂg
Under the right foot writhes a serpent, and close by it
a broken shackle, An allegorical stump of a tree from
which grow two clasped hands, standa just behind and to
the right of the figure.” 3

A news duﬁch in a much later paper makes this
comment: “A nch bronze statue of Lineoln weilg-hjng
12,000 pounds has been erected in front of the Lincoln
school house in San Franeisco. It was executed by the late
P. Mezzara, a native Californian sculptor.”



