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AN EVENING WITH LINCOLN

By editorial dimt of The ki Morning Herald, lotter
II.',II' Eﬂﬂng_ld?mm June 21, lm.‘::& :?mw in the New
eakly

Tarlr!f'm T@-ﬁnl July 4, 1860, under the eaption, “An

g

An Evening With Lincoln

I have an instinetive adversion to dogf'l the footsteps
of distinguished men. Nothing w. tr from my

lhuuﬁhu four days ago than a visit to Abraham Linm!n..
Nothing seemed more impossible than that I should ever—
before or after his election to the Presidency—join the
great mob of those who should ‘pay him their respects’. ..

I had little difficulty in finding the place of my desti-
nation. A modest-looking twntom:n}Wn frame house,
with the name ‘A. Lineoln' on the plate, told me that
my pilgrimage was ended. 1 mmdttl‘.hdmhyn
servant, who ushered me into the parlor, and earried my
nntuthr.mehl,whow:lupm The house was
neatly without being m“tﬁw furnished. An air of
quiet refinement pervaded ply You would have
known instantly that -hn whu presided over that modest
houschold was a true type of American lady. There were
flowers upon the table; there were pictures upon the
walls, The adornments were few, but chastely appro-
ghte' everything was in its place, and mi to

general effect, The hand of the domestic artist was
where visible. The thought that involuntarily blos-

; hi;;t? gpeech was, ‘What a pleazsant home Abe Lin-
coln

Presently I heard footsteps on the stairs, and a tall,
arrowy, angular ‘fentlmsn. with a profusion of wiry
hair L?.rmﬁ; around loose' about his head, and a pair of
ayed t seemed to say ‘make ycur:alf at home,' and
a forechead remarkably broad and caq(amuu. and arms
that were somewhat too long and lank for a mm of
Apollo, made his appearance. The lips were full of char-
acter, the nose strongly aquiline, the cheek bones high
and prnminent, and tﬁn wha‘lﬁ face indieative at once of

goodness and resoluteness. In repose, it had something

af rig'ldltiv but when in pla Ny it was one of the most
eloquent 1 have ever seen. None of his plctum do him
the slightest justice. Hiu i ence is commanding—his
manner winmng- to a ed degree. After you have
been five minubaainhi- wmmh nk that
he {8 either homely or a Touree:ﬁniminhhn
a high-toned, unassuming, chivalrous-minded gentleman,
fully posted in all the essential amenities of social life,
and sustained by the infallible monitor of common sense.

He lppmr.hud extended his hand, and gave mine a
ETASp & only a warm- man knows how to
give, l:lu sat -:lm beside me on the sofa, and commenced
talking about gulitic:l affairs in my own State with a
knowledge of details which surprised me. . . . I asked
him if he was not very much bored with calls and eorre-
spondence. He replied that he liked to see his friends,
and as to the letters, he took good care not to answer
them. He referred ﬂfllyfull}' to the various ‘attempts

n his life," and that attended some
of them. His greatest mnu: were the artista; he tried
in vain to recognize h If in some ‘Abraham hnmlns‘
of the pictorials,

I asked him if he continued his professional business
sinee his nomination. He said he had attempted it, but
itied his clients. He had been a case the day be-
it e ‘h.‘”""'ﬁ."'?:i‘ iy e e
ere WYET. with grea corTup-
twn[nh;w&g” 1tuth¢b.mufm
l.nd wwld not respect, either

as o man or a politician one who bribed or was bribed.
He said he was glad to know the people of Illinois had

nnt et learned the art of being venal. The whole expense

his eam with Douglas did not exceed a few hun-
drud dollars. 1 wish the ple of my own
State who loathe corru n&t d have heard and
seen. Mr. Lincoln's indignant dmmﬂhm of venality
in high places. I ean now understand how the epithet of
‘Hemest Abraham Linecoln' has come to be so universally
applied to him by the Great West.

He rulamt many pleasant incidents eonnected with
his eontest with Douglas. He told me that he spoke in
all ni:rt}hfnur times, nine or ten times face to face with
his antagonist. His estimate of the ‘Little Giant’ is gen-
erous. He concedes to him great hardihood, pertinacity
and mec power, Of all men he has ever seen, says
Mr. L. has Lhe mut audacity in mamuinlnﬁ an un-
muhh n:,h.n endeavoring to reconcile Popu-
lar Sm'areigu Dired Scoit deci:ion. his argu-
munt. strip of luphilt is: ‘Is it

.nver{l from a territory w ere it ly exista!" And

a8 bamboozled thousands into believing him,

I asked Mr. Lineoln if he saw much of the Demuerat:c
papers. He said some of his friends were kind unnugid
to let him see the most anbusive of them. He sho
judge that the llne of tacties which they intended to
gﬁrmu, was that of personal ridicule. The Chieage

mes tried that in "58, l.ﬂd helped him (Linecoln) amaz-

. He was inclined to believe that the ?:'lﬂumt ellorts
nf is enemies would be attended with like ppy results

I was fortunate in finding Mc. Lincoln alone and dis-
engaged. My visit, which 1 intended should be ten min-
utes, was nearly two hours long. More than once I rose
to leave, but he was kind enough to assure me that he did
not rea'nrd my call as a bore. 1 found him to be one of
tha most companionable men I have ever met. Frank,

¥, and u.nmummir. one feels irresistibly drawn to-

iu In his conversation and bearing he re

the gentlﬂ:uan Hardly a trace of the rough schooling of
his earlier days remains. You may be impressed by his
angularity character, but it never occura to you
that he lacks culture. If his manner s at timea some-
what unusual, it never strikes you as in the least dﬂn'ree
uncouth. In the essentials of good breeding, Mr. L.
infinitely superior to the of cans. 1 ﬂ.'nd
him far more refined, far more subdued in manner, exhib-
iting far more the effects of social attrition, than 1 had
expected.

I was greatly impressed with the practieal character
of his mind. Na man living has less of the vi:iunlrr. He
is evident] htt-er‘ of eloud-capped theories. The
grasp of his mmd is strong and ous, He talks like
one who thinks clearly and profoundly. He has all the
marks of a mind that seans closely, canvasses thoroughly,
coneludea deliberately, and holds to sueh conelusions un-
ﬂ.inuhinglg He seems to me to be really gifted with the
faculty of remaining faithful to his con of right
in the face of difficulties and discouragements. 1 shall be
mistaken If he does not ]1; ve as firm as he is acknowl-
edged to be honest. Another characteristic that impresses
me is his eminent truthfulness. I do not believe that any
earthly power can drive Mr. Lincoln into the eommission
of a mean action. I am sure that he would far prefer
being right to being President.

I heard but one expression of unqualified praise of Mr.
Lineoln among his neighbors. Ne mm Hﬂ is more
profoundly respected and more tly wnd among
those who know him best. All parties and interests Jmn
in paying tribute to his private virtues. Everyw
heard hin: spoken of as the best of husbands, the innd!st.

of parents, the most irreproachable of citizens.
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