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DOLLY TODD MADISON VS, MARY TODD LINCOLN

There appeared in the Boston Journal for December 2,
1863, this reference to Mra. Lincoln by the famous
columnist Ben Perley Poore:

“] am sure that since the time that Mra Huﬂnurl
sided at the White House, it has not been graced ﬁ

so well fitted by nature and dmﬁmtndinpemm
h italities as is Mrs. Lincoln.”

r. William A. Evans, who has become recognized as
{‘mthlg our best pmmt—dqr authority on the life of Mary
odd Lincoln, made the followi ng statement in an address
;Jafure the Fort Wayne Woman's Club, on September 21,

“She (Mrs. Lincoln) was thoroughly eduoeated and
trained in polite society. N'u better edueated woman en-
tered the White House in the first hundred years of the
presidency. She was a linguist, a super-conversationalist,
a Iw’rltu;:ll Jmn of witmmentll quickness, most

ning great charm.

These two tcclﬁmr.m]:ll;I appearing in pers with
the challenge Hasich by %ﬁx L ok

the eaption o ph.
It is & strange eoincident that at one time hnthnfrt;
women bore the name of Todd. Dorothy Payne had mar-
ried ns her first husband, John Todd, and was a widow at
the time she became the wife of James Madison. Mary
Todd, who mrrled Abraham Lineoln, was the daughter of
mﬁmmrt gh m“ﬂ'ﬁim od hen she be-
Top! name when she
HMHI‘I.MIYRM.. by virtue of the fact that her
gister married Judge ‘mmu

Possibly the Todds wi whnmdwwt?‘l so closely asso-

were observed in Mary Todd's branch of the family,
nurtublr, uﬁphr of temper.
on of rare manuscripts in the library of the
Linculn N-tinmnl Life Fuundltion containg a n
aph, entitled, *Temper,” signed by Dolly mn
r own composition. It is with-
out date, hutwnttmufberhermund mnrritsa.c-'m be
thttthilwwnnmpayingl tribute in verse to this
Todd family hﬂﬂnomt

Thas th -ﬁm of nimphhn‘m

Cm m
Can clear mp!dms with pﬂ:ﬂdm-lh
Can chain in rosy bonds impetuous qn.-

Can melt the ice heart of eold di.ndnhi;

Can dying love with vital breath inspire;

From every passion pluck the eancerous pain

And seeming still to ‘,ﬂﬂld. lead thhig all the train.

Madison
This verse of Dolly's t wall be dedieated to Hm:
but Mary herself eculd , and one bit of verse

she pruptud mn]hh;ve been sOMew ut responsible for her
ma

Both mmmdﬂmhinmln ﬁrnwentmiimn

wh would appear to be

in Washington as the wives of young Congressmen. A
Mr. Madison passed away his wife took up her residence
in the ¢ intbum t by her hushand, at the corner

of H 5t. North, and Hndmn lnce. She was still residing
thm,muld!‘g ty years of age, when Mrs,
Linecoln went to i.u to live in 1847, Although it
is not ]Ikelr that Mary ever met Mrs. Madison, she must
have had pointed out to her the home of President Madi-

won's widow,

Puﬂharinndﬂ graces Mra. Madison would carvy off
the prize in this contest for highest honors among the
ladies of the White House during the first century of the
Fn%'l existence. Lafayette once paid this eompliment

o ¥.

“1 have visited all the eourts of Europe, and most posi-
tively, I never have seen any Duchess, Princess, or Queen,

whose mmna:r, with equal dignity, blmdad equal sweot-
ness, As [ have seen her ]1 admiring
erowds, pleasing ail, by makin wzth them-
selves, yet looking superior to I [V lmve ﬂ:cll.imud.
‘She moves & and ghe lmtheﬂL

One of Mrs. Madison's biographera given us this
interesting sketch of the woman who wae once garbed in

thn attire of a strict Quaker:

“Mrs. Madison departed far from the ways of the
TR ot st at o B o ety parmats e cal
€ gay and coatly garments she cou

Im} in Paris and New York, and when she rode she used a
chariot costing £1.600, drawn In. four horses handsomely
caparisoned. Her special hobby was :[huddrm.
and jewelry. The turbans she wore constantly all her life
They were made of finest materials matching her dresses,
and eost her at the rate of $1,000 & year. Another ex-
travagance was her footwear. Gold and silver slippers
elaborately beaded and buekled were the rule for evening
woar, and like the turbans, they eame from Paris. . .
Still another costly fancy was her love for jewels, of
which she had a large variety, sometimes wearing great
earrings of amethysts hung in chains in the shape of the
letter ‘ﬁ, and necklace, bracelets, ete., to match,
. ITn the eves .,?f t.'!mlwuman of b,;mﬁriu }Fniﬁiﬁl the :ut:u
ul gowns and jewelry worn ary were deplor-
able, but ly expensive garments and trinkets worn by
Tholl mw fty years earlier were adorable. Mrs.
Madison was but thirty-seven years old when she first
entered the White House, while Mrs. Lincoln was forty-

three.

After Mrs, Trumbull, wife of Senator Lyman Trumbull,
nrrived in Wash in 1855, she wrote a letter to one
of her friends in Springfield, fl]lnniu in which she com-
manted on Mary Lineoln, never -nn?uctlng that Mrs. Lin-
eoln would some day oceupy the White Houge. She wrote:

“1 have seen & great many prominent women sinee I eame
here but 1 have not met anyone as pretty a talker as Mary
Lineoln.”

While H'ﬂ. Madison may have excelled in personal ap-

I.-eu Mrs. Lincoln was much her superior Enu!'l-
ectunlly. A former Harvard University professor, who
was acquainted with the schools for young women in
, thought “the system of education

arsued hm {Le:ﬂnm'n]- much better than that in New
'[-n“hm This comment was made in 1832 at the time

Mary was attending in the city, a select school for young
ladies where the Ilngu ¢ was used in conver-
sation. Mary spoke French fluently and the White Housc
bonolk lint for 1864 suggests that she was still keeping up
her interest in Fren

It is penerally nckmwlodgﬂd by Mre. Madison's biog-
raphers that she “was not a learned woman,” had very
little formal edueation and eared little for intellectual
pursuits. One of these authors has observed: “She had
the elements of the feminine edueation of that day, but
little more, and she never had the time or the desire to
educate herself in the field of books."

Both Mra. James Madison and Mrs. Abraham Lineoln
were wives of two term Presidents and both were the
wives of war Presidents. Both chserved the eity of Wash-
ington under enemy attack and Mrs. ison was driven
i;«:ﬁlthu White House when the British set fire to it in

e real Mary Lincoln becomes better
known tud“{merlmn women thw may feel that the eon-
test for supremacy & women of the White House,

during the first of the Nation's history, may be
mueh closer than thay been willing to admit.



