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MOST TIMELY EDITORIAL—FEBRUARY 1945

Seldom does one turn to the editorial page of any out-
.Am newspaper, published on the date of

Lincoln without obse some tribute to the
Emancipato bnrlnguumnnimmegmtmtimi
emergeuqv is especially true, because the ideals of
Lincoin have become sort of a ummdlng' board for the

or disapproval of new measures,

For the four years the Lincoln National Life
Fmﬁm gather the more important
editorials published on Feb TE to be reviewed by
the nineh?n ?:Eh" gf“i'u m Committee for l.'l-.m
purpose of se w from thmr b
the most timely ﬁtrihuﬂnn R <

The editorials recel recognition thus far in this
annual contest are as follows: 1942, “As It A

the Gl}!:rliler - r }'lmnm Lomax Hunter, in the R
mond ines Diigpatoh; 1943 "Humﬂi
Abraham L neoln," lg:z‘ n Hur Lam n,
land) Oregonion; 1 “Lincoln's
R.L.Ilu un.inthaHrwl’ m

This year the subjects suhmfthad wWere so tl
influenced by & common theme that it took tw u ut':
to finally come to a decision and even then the
so close that it has been deeided to print hnth
and second choices, The first place goes to F,
Bullard, with an editorial en ‘Owns'
eoln,” printul in The Boston Herald, and second place to
Harvey Sou ta with his contribution to the
tRocthlr New ‘} Danaornt Chroniele, entitled
“He Stands for Unit}r 4

Whe “Owns™ Lincoln?
Abraham Lincoln was one of that little company of
rare men whose influence and signifieance eannot be
limited to parties and mgam- bounded by oeeans and

mountain ranges. He to all parties and peoples
a8 the world’s exponent of ﬁmncmyp:ﬁ action.

He n as & Whig and ended as a Republican, yet
n]] hh hn WRE 1 uﬂumnim In 18568 he said that

m-lﬁg e leader of the Whigs, had been
his "benu eal of teaman.” After that yg'r he never

quoted Clay and constantly referred to Jefferson, Chap-
E:efn n.l;:i Larm may be ?nunted tl?a. show u}]ﬁt Jnﬂem1
ncoln their hatred of slave r
upﬁtinnhtﬁ into free territo lnrrith eir
of eolonization as the solution the slavery

problem. They held common views on union and seces-
sion, the hﬂﬂ" the people as the source of political power.,

Ch{&u the "Grut Pacificator,” mng-ht I:;*Idmm mlmg

Lineoln pu-di:tﬂd that it could not Hmn “endure perma-
nently.” To a eommittes in Boston he wrote in 1850
that “the principles of Jeﬂmn are the definitions and
axioms of free society,” and in Philadelphia in 1861 he
declared that he “never had a feeling tgohticﬂly that did

d{lrin from the sentiments” of the great document
whi rson had penned.

He ran for the pmidmny on a platform which quoted
the Declaration of Independence. Aeccording to a diary
record by Gideon ‘Wl.'].’lul1 in 1864, Lincoln was speaking
dl.ix:;n y of both Clay and 'Webster as “hard an

g leaders who were interested mainly in
“private personal ambitions.”

Lincoln had been a shrewd politician. He came to the
White House as the hend of a new party which was »
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huge conglomerate of groups held together by their
antagonism to slavery extension. During his pﬁ.mdenc}
he tended more and more to think of himself as the repre-
sentative of all sections and all partica, He was the least
partisan of all the members of his own party and went
%0 far as to defy ita powerful el
The world regards him as ﬂudumpinnaf tlutdmo@
racy which must not from the " He owes
his magnitude to his= mn nimity, his Intellect, his
power of expression, his fellowship with the common
man, and to the homely characteristics which made him
quaint and unigue. Upon hhduﬂa ties and parlia-
mnuta mnt tu ntes warm with
l :m:-tl n!ﬂdl.l testimonials
in :!‘mm I.]] over Europe, and fifty came from
abor bodies in t countries. Of all those messages
none was more tous than one from a little town in
Sicily which contained this sentence:

"Ahrn.'lmm Lineoln was not yours only—he was also
ours,."

F. LavmigroN BULLARD,

He Stands for Unity

Many viewpoints on the many-gided life of Abraham
Limn are stressed ':n each l?mﬁjsi:z: uftij:i birth
as Ameriean penp annoally on I OWN
"m’rﬁ [mmi "';':j" l!iifuthru'ugh

the years. aspect w cularly a ri
ate to remember at this tlme is E unifyl p?hr?;a
that comes down to us from Lineoln’s example, bidding
us fo minor differences and to raise the prin:lplu of
humanity above all politieal distinetions.

The mass of Americans today do not think of Linecoln
as the pnnualnnofm;rpuuuulﬁo ]p Boys and girls
ﬁraw up not knowing what pa bel he bore nor how

¢ came to be elected. Those details are of interest to
the at.udent of political Imtury and the biographers, for

Linecoln of eourse was a po tician, a shrewd one, and his
;glit:iml beliefs help to explain to some extent the

But Americans bowing before him today do not think
-.\f him with reference to a political party at all. Look-
AT T il MROUE oF ke Semn D e
e of the figpore. One u:u
{mm!n above ng else, the intangi
c-hnrntter which we like to think of as the .ﬂmtncan
ideal, It is this quality that raises him above the leve! of
most of the presidents,

“'Il'ﬂhe ﬂmﬂmf th:f Lineoin’s ll:'lﬂ‘ﬂi ‘E'I lh:d non-
san t 18 to him, ected at a
time of violent strife “dy ﬁnrpe:*hr controverted izsoes,
he has outlived all the political storms, become the sym-
bol of &8 united national spirit. “His simplicity,” says
John Bright, the British ll'buul who staunchly supported
the Union cause, “for a time did much to hide his great-
ness,” Today we see that his sim J;Huit:r was of the very
stuff of greatness, that before it the complex and vexing
issues of this present day bail down to simple words like
mug& faith, purpose, good will,

othing that meln gnys to us today sounds more
i:luﬂr tgan lﬁl ?

party, humanity
ﬁhr: special hatemu, thn waﬂd view nbove the narrow
CTrizon.

HARVEY W. SOUTHGATE.



