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ANOTHER PERLEY REMINISCENCE

Ben Perley Pnnrn, before he was
twenty years old, edited the
“Southern Whig" at Aﬂwna. Georgia.
From 1844 to 1848 he was in France
as foreign correspondent of the Bos-
ton Atlas. Upon returning to America
he became editor of the Boston Bee
and Sunday Sentinel. Hia most famous

newspaper connecti however, was
With the octon Tournal for which he
served as Washington correspondent,
and was active in the affairs of the capi-
tol for thirty years.

Poore is best known to Lincoln stu-
dents as the author of The Conspiracy
Trial for the Murder of Abraham Lin-
eoln. Best known to h ans in
eral, however, in his twn valume
ley's Reminipcences a,"
r.'u National Ml#ml

While servin correspondent in
Wuhin n his mntrihu Ons Were
signed Perln " and under this pen
name his writings “"gained him a na-
tional rnpututian b tl:mir trustworth
character.,” In 1 pre & col-
umn which ha ullnd aifs from
Washington," :{-J fur wumm
readers of the Jowrnal.
the issue of December 2, 1353 fnllmr

“As we were on our way to pa
r:?tchb tol"ruinrn::nnflimlnmdhis

¢, by way ng our eampaign
Mrs. Journal Reader took me to task
for not following the example of the
royalty-apers hereabouts, who speak
of the official residence of our
Hnm:tmte as the Executive Mansion.
I prefer the more homely and better
known n‘fupnllttim+ It is not a palace,

t_‘r.-
Sizty Years in

like the Tuileries, St. James, the Escu-
rial or the Vatican, but a inr sized
haum modeled after the residence of

e of Leingter in Ireland), built
nf nuch trashy free-stone that it is only
preserved from disintegration by being
pnintal:l white. . . . Perhaps when the
war is over, and the national debt has
been paid, a building will be erected
worthy the name of Executive Man-
sion.
_“The entrance hall leads into a spa-
ous cross passage in the centre of the
Im:lding At the left hand extremity of
ge is the East Room, eighty
feet in le , forty feet in width and
twenty-eight feet in height. Along the
north side of the passage and of the
house are four drawing rooms, en suite,
and on the western side is the banquet-
ing room, with the smaller family din-
ing room. In the basement story are
the butler's and the culinary depart-
ment-a. and in the second story are the
famil og rooms, at the western end, and
fces at the eastern end.

“Mrs. Journal Reader, as we walked
thrnugh the house, thought that the
was not exactly what
dlnuldht

it
el itis ﬁod enmlgh
for the bui ding. mnt

ferociously denounced in Congress for
the purchuu which he had made in
I rnnna to replace the furniture burned
up by the conquering legions of John
Bull. Mr, Fenton's attack on the furni-
ture purchased by President John
Quiney Adams, including a billiard
tahle. ditl much to pmmt his re-elec-
and President Van Buren was
:ctuallr defeated when he was also a
candidate a second time, by Mr, Ogle's
wonderful accounts of spoons and
other extravagant articles. No one can
bring any such charges against Mr.
Lincoln, Iur the White House presents
no m??u of gaudy extravagance. Ev-
aryth is appropriate, in good taste,
and al table to Mrs, Linceln's
dizeretion in making the selections, as
well as to C Lﬁl:u has wo
the money for payment of tha bills.

“But we did not visit the White
House to examine ita furniture, or even
to linger Inng in its charming conserva-
tory, which has been renovated dunng
the past summer, and is now filled wit
rare exotica ready to contribute their
floral charms during the coming sea-
son. President Lincoln i.u naturally an
ohject of interest, not only to those who
visit him, but to the people who elected
him their chief magistrate, and Mrs.
Journal Reader advises me to give a
sketeh of his usual daily life,

“Mr. Lincoln is an early riser, and
he thus is able to devote two or three
hours each morning to his voluminous
?r{*rlt:a correspondence, besides glanc-

ng at a city puper. At nine he break-
fasts—then walks over to the War Of-
fiee to read such war telegrams as they
wive him (occasionally some are with-
held), and to have n chat with General
Halleck on the mi'iita gituation, in
which he takes n interest. Re-
turning to the White Hnuae he r.m.a
through with hiz moming's mai
company with a private secretary.
Some letters are endorsed and sent to
th:- Departments—others are entrust-

Lflm Secretary, who makes & mi-
mlt-_- uf the reply w ich he is to make—
and others the President retains, that
he may answer them himself. Every
letter receives attention, and all which
are entitled to a reply receive one, no
matter how they are worded, or how
inelegunt the chirography may be.

“Tuesdays and Fridays are Cabinet
daye, but on other days visitors at the
White House are requested to wait in
the ante-chamber, and send in their
cards. Sometimes, before the President
has finighed rendlnir his mml Louis will
have a handful of , and
from the cards laid m him Mr.
Lineoln has vizitors ushered in, giving
¥rauedencn to inquﬂnt.nmes. Three or
our hours do they pour in, in rapid
guecession, nine out of ten asking offi-
ces, and patiently does the President

listen to their nppltnatluna Care and
anxiety have furrowed his rather home-
Iy features, vet oceasionally he is ‘re-
minded of an anecdote,’ and good-
humored glances beam from his clear,
gray eyes, while his ringing laugh
shows that he is not ‘used up® yet.
simple and natural mi.nner which
he delivers his hts makes him
appear to those wisi him like an
affectionate friend. He makes
little parade of his legal science, and
rarely indulges in lative proposi-
tions, but states his ideas in plain
Anglo-Saxon, illuminated by many
lively images and pleasing allusions,
which seem to flow as if in obedience
to a resistless impulse of his nature.
Some newspaper admirer attempts to
deny that the President tells stories.
Why it is ra hat any one is in his
m-rn }r for fﬂtun minutes without
ﬂmd tale, nppmprintﬂ to the
sub;oct talked about. Many a meta-
physical argument does he demallsh Igg
simply telling an aneedo
oxactly overturns the verbal atmcture.

“About 4 o'clock the President de-
clines seeing any more company, and
often accompanies his wife in her car-
riage. to take a drive. He is fond of

exercise, and when passing
the summer at the Soldiers’ Home used
generally to go to and fro in the saddle,

“The sident dines at six, and it
iz rare that some persomal friends do
not grace the ruumlpcminx table, where
he throws off the cares of -:-!Tmr.- and
rominds those who have been in Ken-
tucky of the old school gentleman who
used to dispense generous hospitality
there. From the dinner table the party
retire to the erimson drawing-room,
where coffes {8 served, and where the
President man the evening, unless
gome dig'njr has a apecial interview,
Such, I am in ormed, is the almost un-
v arying dally life of ‘Abraham Lineoln,
whose administration will rank next in
importance to that of Washington in
our national annals,

“The President’s wife (in the opinion
of Mrs. Journal Reader) ought not to
be left unmentioned, although there is
little of interest to chronicle in the
daily round of serving, rending
visiting hospitals, which occupies the
time of Mrs. Lincoln. She may have
made mistakes—who does not? in her
invitations, and thereby have provoked
envious criticisms. Neither do those of
the Democratic era admit that there
ean be any courtesy displayed here
now-a-days, But 1 am sure that since
the time that Mrs. Madison presided
at the White House, it has not been
graced by & lady so well fitted by na-
ture and by education to dispense its
hospitalities as is Mra. Lincoln. Her
hnnpihlitﬁ is only 1- unt!d by her char-
ity, and her n‘m deportment by
her goodness of urL"



