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LINCOLN COMMENTS ON HIS RE-ELECTION

For some time previous to his election for a second
term Lincoln had thought it rather doubtful that he would
be continued in office, and the little memorandum he
wrote with res to the probable outcome is well-known
to Lincoln students. Some important statements he made
immediately after his election may not be so familiar to
the casual reader,

An observation made by one of his secrotaries about
his reaction to his re-election might present :"Emlh'ninnry
view of hiz attitude, Nicolay or Hay in ting about
the election day, stated:

“To Mr. Lincoln this was one of the most solemn d&{‘&
of his life. Assured of his personal success, and devout {
confident that the day of peace and the re-establishmen
of the Union were not far off, he felt no elation and no
sense of triumph over his o nts. His mind seemed
filled with mingle feelin {:-fp eep and humble gratitude
to the vast majority of his fellow-citizens who were this
day testifying to him their heartfelt confidence and af-
fection, and of a keen and somewhat surprised

that he should be an object in 80 many quarters BO
bitter and vindictive an opposition. He said to one of his
secretaries: ‘It is singular that I, who am not a vindictive
man, should always, except once, have been before the
people for election in canvasses marked for their bitter-
ness, When I came to Congress it was a gquiet time; but
always, except that, the contests in which I have ‘been
prominent have been m with great rancor'.”

The observation of his secretary is borne out in a brief
speech which he made to a group of serenaders at the
door of the War Degrtm&nt at 2 a.m, the morning after
the election, in which he is reported to have said:

“He did not Fretend that those who had thought the
best interests of the nation were to be subserved by the
support of the present Administration embraced all the
patriotism and loyalty of the country.” He continued:

“41 do believe, and I trust without personal intereat,
that the welfare of the country does require that such
gupport and indorsement be given,

“'T earnestly believe that the consequence of this dnrs
work (if it be as you assume, and as now seems probable)
will be to the lasting advantage, if not, to the \reri salva-
tion of the country. I ean not at this hour say what haa
been the result of the election. But, whatever it may be,
I have no desire to modify this opinion, that all who Y’lau-a
labored to day in behalf of the Union organization have
wrought for best interest of their country and the
world, not only for the present but for all future ages.

“ ‘T am thankful to God for this approval of the people,
but, while deeply grateful for this mark of confidence in
me, if 1 know my heart, mf Iirrnhtude is free from any
taint of personal triumph. I do not impugn the motives
of any one opposed to me, It iz no pleasure to me to
triumph over any one; but I give thanks to the Almighty
for this evidence of the people’s resolution to ntang by
free government and the rights of humanity’.”

The communication which Lincoln ‘Eﬁpﬂlﬁd for Con-
g;':tua following his election is brief, indeed, but signifi-

“Having served four years in the depths of a great and
yet unended national peril, I can view this call to a second
L ot P ol ALY fo Wyss, tith as 8

ression o publie ju en
mah a difficult work, in whigTI I hti\re Ixautnt:n‘e]-::iul K‘am the
first, than could any one less severely schooled to the task,

“In this view, and with assured reliance on that Al-
mighty Ruler who has so giminunly sustained us thus
far; and with increased tude to the generous peaple
for their continued confidence, I accept the renewed trust,
;u;x];,iég::lyet onerous and perplexing duties and responsi-

On the manuseript Lincoln had written this request:
"PIE_:;RSE communicate this to the two Houses of Con-

One of Lincoln’s finest , but one that is seldom

was delivered at a te House serenade on No-

vember tenth, follo the election, It has been preserved
in facaimile from w these words are transcribed:

“Tt has long been a ve question whether any govern-
ment, not too strong for the liberties of its people, can
be strong enough to maintain its own existence in great
emergencies.

“On this point the t rebellion brought our re-
public to a severe test, and a presidential election oc-
curring in regular course during the rebellion added
not a little to the strain. If the loyal people, united, were
put to the utmost of their stren by the rebellion, must
thef_nut fail when divided, an ‘Pama]]y plrlliud', by a
political war among themselves?

“But the election was a necessity—We can not have
free gpovernment without elections: and if the rebellion
could force us to forego, or postpone a national election
it might fairly claim to have already conquered an
ruined us. The strife of the election is but human nature
practically applied to the facts of the case. What has
occurred in case, must even recur in similar cases—
Human nature will not chan In 32}' future great
national trial, compared with the men this, we shall
have as weak, and as strong; as sillj' and as wise; as
bad and Let us, therefore, study the incidents of
this, as philosophy to learn wisdom from, and none of
them as wrongs to be revenged.

“But the election, along with its incidental, and un-
desirable strife, has done good, too. It has demonstrated
that a pﬂduju' favemmmt can sustain a national election,
in the midst of a great civil war—Until now it has not
been known to the world that this was a possibility. It
shows also how sound, and how strong we still are. It
shows that, even among candidates of the same party
he who is most devoted to the Union, and most appnam{
to treason, can receive most of the people’s votes. It
shows also to the extent yvet known that we have more
men now, than we had when the war began, Gold is
in its place, but living, brave, patriotic men are better
than gold. But the rebellion continues, and now that the
election is over, may not all, having a common interest, re-
unite in & common effort, to save our common country?
For my own part I have striven, and shall strive to avoid
Eim:mlg any obstacle in the way. So long as 1 have been
b:;e have not willingly planted a thormn in any man’s

o,

“While I am deeply sensible to the high compliment
of a re-election, and duly grateful, as I trust, to Almighty
God for having di my countrymen to a right con-
¢lusion, as I think, for their own good, it adds nothing
to my satisfaction that any other man may be disap-
pointed or pained by the result,

"Haiy I ask those who have not differed with me, to
join with me, in this same spirit towards those who have?

“And now, let me close by asking three h cheers
for our brave soldiers and seamen and their gallant and
gkillful commanders.”

Nicolay and Hay further commented on the manner
in which Lincoln received the many "“tumultuous demon-
strations of good will"” in these words:

“He was absolutely free from elation or self congrat-
ulations. He seemed to depreciate his own triumph and
to :tgmhpathiu rather with the beaten than the victorious
party.



