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POLITICAL LETTER TO GENERAL SHERMAN

The Indiana state election for October, 1864, was :g)-
proaching with an outlook not too optimistic from the
\rimﬁutnf of the Union men, Most of the larger states in
the Nation had made provision for the soldiers voting in
the field, but the Hoosiers in the army did not have that
privilege, due to the strong opposition of the Copperheads.

Governor Morton sent a message to Lincoln about the
reactionary efforta of the southern sympathizers to de-
prive the men in the army from voting and his initiative
was followed up by two other Hoosier officeholders, Lane
and Mitchell.

Senator Harry 8. Lane, of Crawfordsville, and Repre-
sentative William Mitchell, of Kendallville, also brought
their grievances to the President and attem to get
some relief from the situation. The combined appeal of
Morton, Lane and Mitchell resulted in Lincoln writing
a letter to General Sherman with respect to letting Indiana
soldiers, who could safely do so, go home to vote. The
original letter, of which a copy follows, is in the possesaion
of the Lincoln National Life Foundation.,

“Executive Mansion,
“Washington, D. C

“September 189th, 1864,
"Hglj'-.::r General Sherman,

“The State election of Indiana oecurs on the 11th of
October, and the logs of it to the friends of the Government
would go far towards losing the whole Union cause, The
bad effect upon the November election, and sapecially the
giving the State Government to those who will op the
war in every ble way, are too much to risk it ean

¥ be avoided. The draft proceeds, nutw{tl'utnndln‘

ts strong tendency to lose us the State. Indiana ia the
only important State, voting in October, whose soldiers
cannot vote in the field. Anything you can safely do to
2% thy Binte icstien. Wi e pren them, 0 bome and vos
at the te on, wi tly in point.
not remain for the I!*rt.!sidi!nh;'l election, but may return
to you at once. This is, in no sense, an order, but is merely
intended to impress you with the importance, to the army
itself, of your doing all you safely can, vourself being
the judge of what you can safely do.

*Yours truly,

“A. Lincoln.”

One of the most lntematinﬁ suggpestions in this letter ia
the President’s advise that the soldiers “need not remain
for the presidential election,” although he was a candi-

te, whose prospects for re-election were not over-en-
couraging.

The envell:g which contained the Lincoln letter was
addressed, “Gen'l. Wm. T. Sherman, Present,” and in
the upper right-hand corner the signature in the same
handwriting, "H. 8. Lane,"

Henry Smith Lane, at the time he addressed this en-
velope, was a United States Senator from Indiana. He
had served in the State Senate in 1837, and in the twenty-
sixth and twenty-seventh cmﬁ:ﬂ‘ He was the per-
manent chalrman of the first Republican econvention at
Philadelphin, in 1856, where Lincoln had received one
hundred and ten votes as a candidate for the nomination
of the party vice-president. He was elected governor of
Indiana in 1860, and served but four or five days when
he miﬁnud. a.ncf was elected to the United States Senate
where he was a member of both the thirty-seventh and
thirty-eighth Congresses.

The Preaident not only handed the Sherman letter to
Willinm Mitchell, but made available a pass which al-
lowed him to go through the Union lines. The original
}mﬂi is also in the Foundation collection and the printed
orm is inscribed as follows:

“War Department
"Washington, D, C., September 19, 1864,

“Pass Hon, Willlam Mitchell to Major Gen, Sherman's

Headquarters and return.

“By order of the Secreuh? nfthr: il
ag, A. Hardie.
“Col. and Insp. Genl, U, 8. A"

[Not Transferable]

William Mitchell was born in Montgomery County, New
York, in 1807. He was elected to this thirty-seventh Con-
s:n in 1860, but with all the effort put forth to get out

soldier vote he was defeated for re-election in 1864,
The letter which he solicited from Abraham Linecoln, how-
ever, with its statement about the im of the
Indiana vote and the unselfish attitude his own
candidacy for the presidency was well worth the effort.

When the Foundation red this valuable Lincoln
:::hrfrm l_;dunitfrdlntnf illiam mﬁgn.tbmuw?ﬁ

o other picces correspondence w BCCOmMpDAnN
it and confirmed the authenticity of the Lincoln message
and alse the fact that Mitchell was the messenger. Both
of these letters were written by Jesse J, Brown, vice-

resident of the First National Bank at New Albany
ndiana, to John Mitchell, a son of the above mentioned
William Mitchell.

Brown accompanied William Mitchell to General Sher-
man's healn-:lnl}unrturu and his two letters containing the
aforesaid information follow:

; New Albany, Ind,, March 15, 18388,
John Mitchell, Esq.,
Kendallville
My dear Sir:
s petind Ys B i s R W
Accom your father in p from to
Shilo. Two others were appointed. None went to Sher-
man's army but your father and myself. [ shall be much
pleased to have you send me Mr. Lincoln's letter to look
at and which I promptly return.
I hope 1 may sometime have the pleasure of meeting you
as it would seem like mnindgtgouqnainhnm ofynur
mreru-d father, whose friendship I much.
Will you be at d:iugn at the Convention in June? If so,
and you send me your address, I will take pleasure in

ealling on you. =
ery truly
J. ? Brown

New Albany, Ind., March 21, 1888,

John Mitchell, Esq.,
Kendallville
My dear Sir:
o e et e o g g pl&nlr

an ASSUTEe you awv great pleas-
ure to me & some of my friends to perua:zk paper and
look upon that grand man's signature,
| ret:l?lthenmehmwﬁh&tmulr trust it may reach

ou safely.

¥Im a constant reader of Hay & Nicolay in the Centu
and have been intensely interested. If 1 to Chicago
will let you know as I shall be much pleased to make

your Tmtanu.
Again thanking you for your thoughtfulness in this
matter, I am Very truly,

J. J. Brown,

Please zend me postal saying you received the letter, as I
shall be anxious until I know you have m&ivsd iﬁ’ safely.

Although William Mitchell was not re-elected, the
Union ticket was largely successful. Very few, if any, of
the men in Sherman's army were allowed to return be-
enuse of the pressure put on the Unfon forces by the
enemy. If there were some [rregularity in voting by the
soldiers, who were fortunate enough to return for the
slection, and it is quite evident there was, it may have
been accounted for by the determination of the soldiers
to avenge the political strategy of the Copperheads,



