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LINCOLN'S WHIG INHERITANCE

The fact that Abraham Lincoln was
nominated for the presidency at a He-
publican convention in Chicago alwa
adds special interest to the Linco
student for other similar political gath-
erings held in the eity. On the eve of
the Republican Convention now about
to assemble, it might be of interest to
observe one or two factors which were
inherited from =n parent political

roup, and which influenced the think-
g:g of Lincoln on certain political
questions,

The Republicans in the beginning
of this movement secured much of
their strength for organization from
the Whigs, and it is accepted generally
that this group contributed most to the
leadership of the new party, While the
slavery question overshadowed all oth-
ers under consideration, there were
some basie doetrines of the Whi
which were bound to be felt in the ﬁ
liberations of the newly organized

EToup.

It appears as if Lincoln may have
come Ey his personal politieal views
through inheritance, as most people
do. John Hanks once said, “Abe was
always a Whig, so was hig father be-
fore him." We are sure the first state-
ment is true and we are inclined to be-
lieve that John Hanks was correct
about the early political faith of
Thomas Lincoln.

As late ns 18568 Lincoln remarked,
4] have always been an old-line Whig,”
and by further comment on another oc-
casion, "I am somewhat acquainted
with the old-line Whigs. [ was with
the old-line Whigs from the origin to
the end of that party. I became well
acquainted with them.” In an auto-
biographical sketch

pared for Fell
he stated, “always a ig in polities.”

When Abraham Lincoln was elected
a Whig re . Ifest:rggr to Gonml:eau-. he
became affilin a group of young
men who became known as “The
Young Indians."” The p consisted
of St:rlnnl and Tombs, of Georgia,
Preston, Flournoy and Pendle-
ton, of Virginia, Truman Smith, of
Connecticut, and Lincoln, of Illinois.
Stevens organized the group which was
composed of seven young igs.

There is evidence in Lincoln's own
writings and alsgo in his recorded votes
that he adhered strongly to the Whig
doctrines, This led him to make a
speech during the early part of the

hirtieth Congress on the Mexiean
War and his “spot™ resolutions as they
were dubbed were most certainly to
the point,

The often eriticized position which
Lincoln took on the Mexican War was
in harmony with the 'W']'-‘.I‘F attitude.
From the very beginning of the th:g;
movement the party had advocated,
“resigtance to executive power.” Ac-
cordingly, the Whigs generally and
Lincaln ];:1 particular, felt the President
had seized authorities not vested in his
office and as stated by Lincoln, “The
war was unnecessarily and unconstitu-
tionally commenced by the President.”

On July 24, 1 one of the spokes-
men of the whl:‘lnfmm the far South,
H. W. Hilliard, of Alabama, who under
the Tyler administration became a min-
ister to Belgium, presented on the floor
of Congress the viewpoint of the Whigs
on the question of executive authority.
This is what he had to say in part:

“The ﬁry of our pelitieal system
hitherto been, that power was dis-
tributed, checked, guarded; that the
begiulnti'u power was ong , the
he J“Elirq “ﬁhﬁmﬁm these.
t u .
But if mddm

which ought forever to stand be-
tween Executive ons and popu-
lar righta; this body, which is to decide
whether the country shall to war
or continue at peace; this body, without
whose votes not a single tax can be
laid, not a single dollar expended; if,
1 say, in this representative body, men
rise up and sustain this usurpa-
tion of the t, then it will hard-
ly be worth while long to go through
the forms of legislation. We may take
down the mace from beside your chair;
we may leave these seats vacant,
placing all the powers of the Govern-
ment in the hands of one man, commit
the prosperity, the llbtrl:{;n. ;:;ﬂ the
ory of the country to his =
giq There are frut principles wh.ilgh
are essential to liberty; it eannot exist
without them. These the Whj'gl seak
to preserve. The very first of these
principles is resistance to Executive
power. It is a singular fact that the
party styling itself Democratic, seeks
to clothe the President with almost
royal attributes; it sustains him in all
nis assumptions of authority, in all his
asurpations of power,"

We are not to anssume that this eriti-
cism of the President by Hilliard grew
out of personal animosity, but from a

deep-rooted party convietion, As Lin-

coln once stated, about a problem,
“There is a principle involved, and if
we once yield to a wrong prineiple, that

concession will be the prolific source of
endless mischief,”

There is no doubt but what Lincoln
would have subseribed to these princi-
ples laid down by Hilliard, as they
were basie in the thinking n{hﬁe old-
line Whigs. It is not strange S0Me
of these dogmns would find ex-
pression in the new Republican Party,
which was so largely formed from the
Whigs, and would rmine to some
extent the remction of the party to each
succeeding emergency.

Further elaborating on the Whig po-
sition, Lincoln said in a speech before
Congress: “To you, the President and
the country aeem all to be one. You are
interested to see no distinction between
them, and I ﬂ?til‘ﬂ .t‘.;o b.l“in eit that
thbl your intere you a
itthe, '&n see the ]?:Hn;ﬂon,faﬂi ﬁ:
think, clearly wiough; and our
who have fought in the war have no
difficulty in seeing it." '

When Lincoln himsalf became Presi-
dent, in 1861, he was confronted with
testing the old Whig doctrine from the
executive 'riwpulhtt.ul: his first mes-
sage to Congress a very beginning
af his address he ssid in the face of an
insurrection: “0Of all that which a
President might constitutionally and
justifiably do in such a case, everything
was foreborn, without which it was be-
lieved {.voulble to keep the government
on foot.,"

In the same addresa he defended his
attitude toward the aggressors by re-
ferring to this statement in his inau-
g e g s

ct Ve -
gressors.” He th-f-. gaid that “he
pains not only to keep this declaration
good but also to keep the case so free
from ingenious sophistry that the
world should not be able to misunder-
stand it."

Lincoln was undoubtedly thinking of
the old Whig doctrine about executive
authority when he said in his first an-

nual me to Congress, “I have
been u“m to go hﬂYDﬂJ the pres-
aure of nece

ty in the usual exercise
of power,”

This attitude towards usurpation of

wer was an inheritance from the

igs which Lincoln eould never re-
linguish, and even when he became
President, he was especially careful
that he did not obstruet or make obso-
lete either the legislative or judiciary
functions,



