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THE PLOT TO STEAL THE LINCOLN

There are few incidents connected
with the final disposition of Lincoln's
remains which are of more human in-
terest than the plot to steal the eorpsa.
Although most students of Lincoln
have a vague idea of the episode, the
development of the plans and the frus-
tration of the «ffort are not so easily
called to mind.

A band of counterfeiters was found
operating in Illinois during the latter
part of 1876, It was discovered that
an expert engraver, by the nme nf
Benjamin Boyd, was making the
from which ﬂw money unmnnteg
it was thought if he would be npprﬂ-
hended, the gang could be broken up.
It war also discovered that a printing
%reaa owned and operated by a certain

r. Driggs, was being used to strike
off the cu r.rnnf; His press was discov-
ered in a freight house at Clinton, T1li-
noig, but it wna soon removed
traeed to its destination.

A plan was laid by the officers to
arrest the engraver and printer at the
same time, although they were u?en
ing in different towns. The Uni
States secrot service men had ma.dt
Fulton their base of attack, and Capt.
Patrick D). Tyrrell and John MeDonald
remained there to arrest Boyd, while
Chief Elmer Washburn proceedad to
Centralia to pick up Driggs. The en-

vor was found in his workshop in a
g:tﬂed storehouse, near the river at
Fulton, and a telegram was sent to
Wnthhum who immediately captured

g g in a geeret room in the top story

f a building in Centralia, where he
h.ml. get up hia press,

Boyd and Driggs were tried on Oc-
tober 21, 1876, and both were found

ilty, and sentenced. The former and

& more important one of the pair was
sent to Joliet to serve his term.

The salesmen for the gang, who dealt
in the worthless money, were Terrance
Mullens and Jack Hughes. Their chief
lmli for the dll‘h'ihut.iun of the gpoods

eago. Running short of funds
-.ﬁar the arrest of their accomplices,
and with their engraver now in prison,
they began to discuss plans to have
him relensed.

There iz some evidence that they
first conceived of their weird plot at
Lincoln, Ilinois, in a saloon on Puolaski
Stroet.  Posaibly their prnmm i.n a
town, named after the
dent, and which he is uid. to have nl:.nu
tened with a watermelon, may have
sugpestod the possibility of ﬂeﬂinx

the lamented Lincoln's body and hold-
iBng'niIf as a ransom for the release of
o

Before their plan became mature
they had vaised their bounty and not
-,'-nl were they to demand the relense

yd, but also ask for a cash ﬁttle-
mmt ul um.mu to boot. Possibly as
they visual ized this amount nf eull.
themhnunfﬂardmrhﬂe
secondary matter, Their plans were tu

remove the body from the tomb at
Spri Id, and transport it to the
sand dunes of Indiana. re they in-

tended tn deposit it in a secluded place
between two trees where the wind
would so blow the sand that the traces
of their own presence there would be
obacured, and the body preserved until
it would be redeemed by the payment
of the funds,

Soon after the arrest and convietion
of their confederates, Mullins and
Hughes were sus of their part in
the mnterftl u;- nnturgm and
Lewis S \'ﬁ
ordered tl:l Ir. e did
such an e:ullent j-uh t they soon
made him their confident, and revealed
enough of their plans so that he was
invited to assist them after he had
left the impression that he had some
experience in snatching bodies,

The dute set for the raid in Spring-
field was November Tth, 1876, @
election of President Hnyns oecurred
on that day, and it was contemplated
that election night would be an ideal
time for the effort. In meantime
- les had his other detective
associates acquainted with what he
knew about the proceedings. At the
appointed time not only Mullens,

ughes and Swengles boarded a Chi-
cago train for Springfield, but Capt.
P. D. Tyrell, John McDonald, and a
force of detectives also found quarters
in the sleeping car of the train, whila
the three confederates nn-:upied
smoker, Just btfnre the Springfield
station was reached, the officers were
let off in the freight yards without any
suspicions aroused on the part of the
counterfeiters,

Upon reaching Springfield the part
each one of the three men was to play
in the abduction was assigned. Hughes
was to go immediately to the tomb and
make a survey of the situation. Mul-
lens had the task of providing the nee-
easary tools, and Swengles, the detee-
tive, was to be responsible for trans-
portation of the body by securing a
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vehicle which he assured he could
acqguire.

An lntnm;.itngd d;h.itlhnhnrut the ":i
rangements 'or the wrapping o
thntu-uhundinmnldmwamp-er
which they felt sure those
the :mptr erypt would preserve as evi-

dence, A part of the fruntpn?aui the
paper was |
the title and hmhb&m‘t

to Boyd in the penitentiary so that he
might prove he was in touch with the
ldeglappnu. and with the payment of
the ransom money could produce the

In the preliminary plans of the plot
the detective, Swengles, was sup
to act as & watchman on the outside of
the tomb. This would give him an op-
portunity to signal the other secret
service men hiding in l.ha registration
room of the monument, when the time

was ripe to eatch the eulprits in the act
of rob the grave. At the last mo-
ment, however, Swen lu was given 8

lamp to hold within It m
mot until the marble

been mutilated, thtundmdpa.rtuhnp
removed, and ?l?:d - ﬂl:'mltlm: the
body plrtl pu rom the stone re-
ceptacle t Swengles was free to
signal. He was sent for the vehicle,
but instead notified the secret service
men,

As soon as Swengles left on his sup-

sed errand for the horse and wagon,
H?d hes and Mulleng hid in some near-

gushas to await the return of Swen-
g es, They had just reached their hid-
ing place when they saw the group of
detectives rush around the mauu.tnant
and enter the tomb. Of course the offi
cers found no grave robbers present.
The counterfeiters now conscious that
their plans were known made their
escape.

Several days after the failure of
pln:"t ;::3 *“t‘;nutﬂprhxﬁ:fdc?l
:ng'o an ght 'or
trinl. The law at that time provided no
m.ﬂtyfor-n attempt to steal a dead
#0 a charge of lary was en-
against them, and were sent

to tha penimﬂl.rr for a year.

1t {8 of interest to note that the Pink-
erton detective Ifem:y which warned
Lincoln of the Baltimore plot to assas-
gsinate him, on the way to the inaugar-
atinn and which became invaluable to

ment during the hostiliti
uie 'lu:ir servicea to the m

I.incnln y frustrating the plans of
those w'lm would steal his corpse.



