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THREE IMPERISHABLE NAMES IN LINCOLN SCULPTURAL ART

For nearly a half of & century the name of Augustus St.
Gaudens has stood almost unchall as the mier
artist in the field of sculptural creations depicting Abraham
Lincoln, Within the past decade, however, two more nﬁr-
tors of Lincoln subjects have come to the front so rapidly
in the esteem of the average American that either one m:r
some day surpass in Rpu]u{ty the prestige enjoyved
long by St. Gaudens. These two men are Daniel C eﬂnr
French and Gutzon Borglum.

The names of French and Borglum were often associated
with&t.ﬂtudmhfm-lﬂurnfthefmmhldﬂr
ated his Lincoln masterpiece. nmmmmm seloc-
tion of the three outstanding pieces of In seulpture
Borglum's informal Lincoln, at Newark, New Jersey, n
the meditative Lincoln, by French, before the Nebraska
State Capitol, have been mentioned along with the St. Gau-
dens’, Lincoln the Statesman, and they continue to be tha
choice of many critical students.

St Goudens' fame in the Lincoln field rests almost en-
tirely on his standing statue of Lincoln located in Lin-
coln Park, Chicago. Hia seated figure of Lincoln occupies &
prominent site in Grant Park, in the same city, but it has
contributed little to his fl.me, although the sculptor him-
self felt it was a more satisfactory 1 enmnl‘ e Presi-
dent than the earlier Lin-
eoln, in both Europe and me uwﬂ!u:hﬂ n the
Hall of Fame, may have contributed somewhat to St. Gau-
dens' supremacy in sculptural Lincolniana.

Although the heroic bronze statoe by French, standin
before the Nebraska State Capitol, at Lincoln, is an un
and superior work of it is the heroic stone statue of the
seated Lincoln, in the Memorial at Wuhinstou thﬂ. hns
augmented most the ever increasing fame of the artist.
The impressive environment of the Washington statue
with the text of the Gettysburg Address and the Second
Inaugural inscribed on the adjacent walls, has contributed
much to n finer uj:pmr:iation of the purtmit. It is doubtful
if any statue in America has been able to create such an
atmosphere of profound reverence as this Lincoln with its
almost human qualities, The fact that this work, by French,
will be viewed by a thnunand guem whlla a nlngla indi-
vidual may be secking the comparative obseura St.
Gandens, at f.'.‘.hlﬂﬁa greatly favor the rity of
the statue in the 1tI|:m'E Capitol. London with her St
{Erndﬁm roplica may still favor the Westminster Abbey

neoin

When the Lincoln Memorial was completed it was the
architecturnl beauty of the structure, by Bacon, which re-
ceived the most attention of the critics, but in later YOOrs
interest in the statue within the edifice is more often the
subject of discussion. Possibly the lighting effect has con-
tributed as much as any of the more foreign elements to
the popularity of the statoe, and this is especially true
with respect {o the pictures made of the statue.

The third sculptor who may be named along with the
other two, without fear of being mrshndow:-d, is Gutzon
Borglum, ‘His earliest Lincoln study in bronze, the infor-
mal, seated figure at Newark, has most always been given
a place next to St. Gaudens in the listing of heroie statues
h} bronze of the Emancipator.

While both St. Gaudens and French must rely almost ex-
clusively, sach on a single production, to bid for supremacy

in the Lincoln field, Borglum has three outstanding works
which will eontinue to r.'all attention to his skill and in-
defatigable industry. de from some minor Lincoln
utudiuI three major &e ja:tl. thn brnnu at N the
ington :ndtt]];:ull:;anl ﬂ.guninthu liitﬁl “t R.u:i»
A co up at Moun
more are exhibits which will have nﬁp{ul to admirers
of Lincoln for many generations.

Little eomment need be made about the bronze at Newark

Linecoln is so sociable that he a to move over
to make room for on his beneh no racial
ferences. It be-lnn time befors we have a more

riendly bronze than this nuu which Borglum has created.
In the same city is another outstanding work by Borglum
associated somewhat with Lincoln, a mlnu.ul maonument
ﬂpﬁimg forty-two figures in bronze, ealled “Wars of
erica

Borglum's mamsaion for mammoth figures first found
axpression in the Lincoln ﬁeld in the production of the co-
lossal head in the rotunda of the Capitol at Washington.
Year by year this head ﬂndu more favor, lmd & bronze
repliea of it has been placed in the approach to the Lincoln
Tuml:u at Spring*ﬁnld iuothﬁr ntudy, liiﬂil:ly differant, mt
from a block of G six tons, has
been greatly :-limimd.

When the beautiful Lincoln Shrine at Redlands, Cali-
T B e oiaet fonar T B aTte
premier among or
eral other replicas of the famous colossal head have been
created, one at the University of California, and uart.’hnr.
witha d[ﬂ'uut treatment, at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

lthnﬁtthnﬂewntthmumthemlumlhudwhinh

will brin lum hia test fame as years on,
but the hB:IEznn Iﬁ neoln in the Muu:t Ruxg:mm
Group in the Black Hl"l of South Dakota. This head of Lin-

ecoln alone makes a pigmy of the famous urhinx head in
Egypt which is but one seventh the size of the Borglum's
granite masterpiece.

It iz not strange that Borglum, wlt’h his interest in colos-
sal figures, 1i a‘mntulltr uum via of & hmjm in sculp-
tural art which would not be limi ted to any block of marble,
but would utilize a whole mountain of stone. The group in-

cluding the figures of Washin , Jalferson, Lincoln, and
Theodore Roosevelt I:’roﬂnﬂzf;orha most stupendous un-

dertaking in the field of ancient or modern sculpture ever
comple

On the towering seven-hundred food mountain side
there has been carved a seventy foot head of Lincoln. One
authority claims it is visible for eighteen miles,

Some of Borglum's studies of Lincoln to which we may
have referred as minor works may one day attract more
attention than at t. The editor of Lineoln Lore was

presen
seated in the lobby of Hntel Rumley, at LaPorte, Indin.nn
a few weeks t|3.'n:- and was almost overwhelmed by the ar-

tistic 'ben.uty of a bronze bust of Lincoln which he could not
identify, U [11 uiring, he learned it was a Borglum pro-
dugtion an ing to the informant **Mr. Borglum con-

sidered it hIs best head of Lincoln.” It was an entirely dif-
ferent pose from his other familinr heads of the Emanci-

pator.

Certainly in St. Gaudens, French, and Borglum we have

Three fmmhubh Names in Linooln Seulptural Art.



