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AN ORIGINAL LINCOLN PHOTOGRAPH ESCAPES
IDENTIFICATION

Over thirty years ago Fred-
erick H. Megerve brought out a
limited edition of a book con-
taining all the then known orig-
inal photographs of Abraham
Lineoln, As time went on the
book became a rarity and only
at long intervals did any of the
one=-hundred original volomes
appear in gales catalogues, most
of them having found their way
into libraries and permanent
collections.

Mr. Meserve has recently
brought from the press an edi-
tion of the original one-hun-
dred Lineoln prints, with twenty
additional stodies discovered
gince the first edition appeared.
The new bock also includes pictures of one-hundred of
Lincoln’s associates and an interesting prologue on “The
Face of Lincoln,” by Carl Sandburg.

Now that the reproductions of original photographs of
Abraham Lincoln have received a much wider distribution
through this new Meserve publication, a new interest seems
to have been created in the history of some of the photo-
graphs. One of these prints about which there seems to be
much difference of opinion among Lincoln students is
known in the Meserve clagsification as Number 14. Other
compilations of pictures identify it as Oldroyd 31, Miller
25b, and Lorant 13.

A compilation of the evidence available about this pie-
ture is arranged under the name most uw=sually associated
with the particular eopy in question.

ARMETRONG—Photographie, oval print signed, “Yours
truly, A, Lincoln." Reproduction in Foundation collection
hut no information.

BIEDLER—Photographic print, 1%"x2%", mounted on
g card 2"%2%%", inseribed with A. Lincoln. Diseovered in
Springfield, Illinois in January 1938,

BRINKERHOFF—Photographic print, 14"x2", mount-
eil on yellow paper. Under the picture is this inseription
written by a contemporary of Lincoln's: “Taken in Spring-
field, Illinois shortly after he was nominated in 1860.”

Mererve Noo 14

BROOKS—Fhotographic, oval print on mat signed,
“Yours truly, A. Lincoln." The original owner of the
photograph stated in a letter bearing the date Nowv. 11,
1880: “T called on Mr. Lincoln twice (at Springfield) and
found him very easy in his manners. I was very much
pleased with him. I obtained from him an autographed let-
ler and obtained a fine large photograph with his auto-
Hﬂph."

COLF—Ambrotype—23%"x3". In Bryner's hook on
Abraham Lincoln in Peoria, appears this statement about
the picture, “From an ambrotype made in Peoria in the
early fifties, it iz believed, by H. H. Cole." Another source

of information states, “This Lincoln photograph was
taken in Peoria in 1858 when Lincoln was engaged in his
memorable campaign for the United States Senate,” L. K.
Dewein iz the owner of what he claims to be the original
negative presented to him by Mr. Cole.

FOUNDATION—Photographic print mounted on ree-
tangular card, 2% "x3", No imprint visible, but erasures
have been made, This picture, with no history available,
was acquired in Illinois, by the Lincoln National Life
Foundation. It contains more of the original background
than any print thus far observed.

HUBBARD—Ambrotype with oval shaped mat. “An
ambrotype of Mr. Lincoln made at Pittsfield, Illinois"” dur-
ing the campaign of 18568, Guy W. Hubbard elaims that
“The original was presented to his father, Capt. William A.
Hubbard, of the 17th Illinois Infantry, for an act of brav-
ery in 1862." It may be the same as the Lambert copy.

JUSTICE—Ambrotype with oval shaped mat on ree-
tangular glass about 4"x6", The owner states “the picture
of Abraham Lineoln was made in Dayton at the Cridland

]Stugib," on September 18, 1859, by Thomas Walker Crid-
and.

LAMBERT—Ambrotype with oval shaped mat, 3"x4".
Mr. Meserve in his earlier discription of the picture stated,
“From a photograph of the ambrotype supposed to have
been made at Hannibal, Missouri, in 1858, now in the col-
lection of Major William H. Lambert,"”

LAMBERT—Daguerreotype. An inseription on the back
of a rectangular print states, “Enlarged from Major Lam-
bert's daguerreotype.” This information on a rectangular
print implies that Mr. Lambert had a daguerreotype study
as well az an ambrotype.

LAMBERT—Ambrotype with oval shaped mat. Said to
have been made at Pittsfield, llinois during the famous
campaign of 1868, “Original was presented to Capt. Wil-
liam A. Hubbard of the 17th Illineis Infantry, for an aet of
bravery in 1862.”

LOPER—A rectangular reproduction of a daguerreo-
t¥pe reproduced in volume 21 of the Nebraska Magazine of
History, loaned to the Nebraska Historical Society by the
late Mrs. A. L. Lopar.

McCLELLAN—Ferrotype—11"x2", “Found between
the walls of an old building in Muncie, Indiana, when the
building was torn down (1898)."

McWILLIAMS—Photographic, oval print. “The orig-
inal of this photograph was bought in 1860 in a Springfield
gallery by Mr. D, MeWilliams, of Dwight, Illinois.” Later
it came into possession of Mr, Stuart Brown, of Spring-
field. (Tarbell's Early Life, p. 81.)

MOORE—Two photographic prints with the inseription
“Yours truly, A. Lincoln.” “In the family were two of these
photographs which my sister obtained in Springfield, be-
tween the nomination and the inauguration. Mr. Lincoln
agtographed both in a firm, clear hand.” (Letter from Mr,
Moore in Foundation archives.)



