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EMPHASIS

DALS OF thoss Tetiny B T
of those ree e ¥ 2
Address to come to the famous -
“Government of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people,” with a tremendous
emphasis on the three pre ions.
There is some doubt whether or not
Lineoln placed any emphasis on them,
certainly none on the first one, and
Emhl!ﬂ but little on the other two.
m:nﬁun!ﬂmﬂ ieswhu:hhz
tlm m.rl: after the wui
which would ereate three
tlauses of equal value, nor are there any
emphum marks over or under the prep-
LR
terminology o AmMous
that is wtﬁ is known as the "ﬁ
ﬂ:.? copy. Here Lincoln writea "t]mt
B Y\'urnmlmt of the people,” and in
all su uer;Iuont. writings the word “this"”
in omitted

There does not seem to be any l'ﬂ'l‘l
inigcence extant put down in writin
the time the address was delivered
noteg any unususl em is on the
three prepositions. Surely such an em-
llr;:i}lldﬁlhmt heun noted, if t;:
given, while the Tﬂﬂﬂ‘ll stress on
word people would not have so dra-
matie an mdlnE and would canse no
special commen

An ap may be made to the
Et mrm“ in whachml.s;v

eoln spoke amous words -

ing the sources to which he lms

and the terminology uged on l:rt.]mr or-

casions when he was attempting to ex-

grnm the same thought he conveved at
tiyaburg.

The iden of
expressed b
as 430 B.C,

opulir government was
leon, a Greek, as eaq_;l‘y
aoper, in England in 1
commen on America

“th EiE e hove

o :mm B government

of the people and for the people.™ A

) r by the name of Schinz, in
Witml.lmd in 1830, referred to a gov.

ernment: “from all the people by all
the people, and for all the people.”

1t would be interesting to know
where Lincoln first heard or read his
famous expression. Chief Justice Mar-
shall, as early as 1819, was discussing
what he lermed “ill-men power: gov-
ernment over all, by all, and for the
sake of all.” The following year, James
Monroe referred to “a
which is founded by, tered for,
and {8 supported by thapeu le. A hook
called P‘a-rt.nr.lr Rhm‘mcﬂ.f eaclor, wWas
pub]l:’lml in 1821, which contained an
exereise including ‘these words: “A gov-
ernment where all power is from the
people, and in the tt:-ﬂ;: and for the
ple, o Nathaniel ernor of
New York, on July 24, 1 wrote in
n letter, * 1 government estaj)]mhed by

rermment
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the people, should be administered by
the people and for the people.”

Some of the writings of Theodore
Parker were made available to Lincoln.
As early as 1860 and often in 1854,
Parker was talking about “a n-
ment of all the people, by all peo-
ple, for all the people.” Other addresses
made by Parker in 1858, contain pass-
ages with reference o the people’s

:usudtllu&wu:dl. Dc;“n::ng'-—h

-IAnN-power vernment over all,
I:yu.‘llmdfnrﬂunkau.f:ll. A few
mku later, on J'ul 4, he zaid, “De-
hd:lru:t E::ammml.s
n-ll the people, for all I-“
the people.,” Lincoln is =ai
placed rackots around t.lmma qum
tions in copies pent to Herndon, leaving
the impression that tha:r were the
source of the Gettysb phase. We
need better evidence than ia nnw avail-
able, however, before coneludin gk:hnt
Lineoln personally made the ma
the Parker pamphlets, Parker at this
time was stressing the inalienable
ri of the as well as
whites, and his stress m on :II the
ple Parker was far too radical for

n and tly his writings
haqi hut little influe rmmr him.

Abraham Lincoln had a me
paintanse with Daniel ebster,

they were often in the same grou

during Lincoln’s term in Cung-ma:
When Lincoln was elected to the presi-
dency and was confronted with the task
of writing an inaugural address, one
of his primary sources is known to
have been Webster's reply to Hagne in
the famous debate of 1830, The internal
evidenee of the First Inaugural very
definitely points te the use of this
SouTrce

Of wvital importance to Lincoln at
this time were W 8 re on
“the origin of the government and the
source of its ?.ower Wehster raised
this Whose agent is it? 1s
it the creature of the state leﬁiala.tu:n.-
or the creature of the people?” After
an exposition on the government being
an t of the people, Webster came
to thiz interesting mn:lnsmn. It is,
gir, the people's constitut the peo-
ple's government; made for the people;
made by the people and answerable to
the people.” It would a) as if Web-
ster the amph in this version
of the famous quotation on the people.

Time and again through the First
Inaugural Address I.Ium n related to
the authority of the rﬂeup ¢ a8 empha-
sized by Webater, resident re-
ferred to "My rirl’:htful master, the
Ameriean people.” He stated that
“This country with its institutions be-
longs= to the people.” He claimed to “ful-

E

ly recognize the authority of the peo-
pie," and that amendments sghould
“originate with the people,” and finally
acknowledged that “the Chief Magis-
trate derived all his authority from the
p-eoplm"' Here in Linecoln's words we
have the essence of Webster's theory
of the people's government,

With Webster's theory of govern-
ment still fresh in his mind, but four

delive presented mes-
sage to Congress on Ind Day,
1861, He came to a place

his

where he elaborated on the Im
ing extent of the controversy between
the North and the South, and concluded,
“This issue embraces more than the
fate of the United States, It presents
to the whole family of man the question
whether a constitutional republic or
democracy—a government of the peo-
ple by the same people—can or cannot
maintain jts territorial in ty
against jts own domestic foes."

was no emphasis of prepositions here.

;mhuxnﬂgrm o Ialbil:
ett two years g
the was still unsettled;
“Whether that nlﬂnnorlnruﬁunm
conceived and so dedicated can lon
durt. With Webster's arguments

the authorit; t.{enf the & vs. the an-
thority of in mind, and
'II"II‘.]!. ]'!-I.l own reaction to the sovereign-

le, so c]urt

in tht .Iu.l:r 4& mes
firmly estab uﬁ:mind 5 ix oot

likely that he would nhmi; the empha-
sis from “the people,” in whom the
power of government wiag vested to an
emphasis on the people as wvehicles

Lhnﬂ'h which the government was op-

It is difficult to find the least auth-
ont_-.r for uuppnnmg that Lincoln

any em| tnmunthe
g.nlt prepos , lti«upn “of"

was re-
fernng simply to Dcmu-cﬂ ( Demos-

In the use “Emmﬁdnm «ﬁ"fm
LY

“for" there may e been some slight
emphasis, but l.ppl:rmtly the main em-

p'hui-wupl on the word people.
and dia'nl of the Ad-
drmwuul tge rubumhu-

tie conclusion mr.:h as the undue em-

hasis of the three prepositions wonld

ring about. With no emphasis on
preposition “of,” with possibly a slight
emphasis on "h:.r and “for," and with
the main stress on the word people, the
desired literary ending of the oration
would be achieved without de
from the climax of the Address whi

: been reached in the preceding
CInnse,



