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HENRY CLAY, LINCOLN'S POLITICAL IDOL-BIBLIOGRAPHY 

One hundred years ago this Sl'ring, on March 2, 1844, a 
ftag was raised over a \Vhig cabm1 in Springfield, Dlinois, 
and a great assemblage gathered tnere te celebrate the vic
tory of the Whigs in the state of Maryland. The Whig choir 
sang and Abraham Lincoln was one of the speakers. Lin
coln had been made an electer for Henry Clay, the Whig's 
candidate for the presidency, and a speaking itinerary 
was arranged for him that eventually took him as far 
away as his old home in Indiana. 

There has been much speculation w;th reference te the 
book which may have contributed most te Lincoln's d~ 
velopment as a statesman. Aside from its moral precepts, 
the diction of the Bible, he absorbed from his mother's 
daily reading, was undoubtedly an important facter in hls 
manner of expression. The spirit ot the &volutionary 
fathers which the youth, Lincoln, captured from reading 
Weems' \Vashington was his ehtcf mspirational source. 
His early political notions were fom1ed by reading the 
life and works of Henry Clay. 

It is doubtful if any statesman inftuenced Abraham Lin· 
coin qujte so much U$ Henry Clay, and "The Railsplitter·· 
became a recognized champion of ttTbc Millboy of the 
Slashes." After Clay had passed away, people who heard 
Lincoln's speeches remarked that his was the voice of 
Henry Clay speaking again to the people. 

Two biographies about Clay seem te have been Lincoln's 
chief source of information and reference, during the llli~ 
nois years, a small book by Prcntice1 first. printed in 1830, 
and a very large book by Epes Sargent, published in 1854. 
The Sargent book had been published in two volumes in 
1843, but in 1853 J. L. Gihon 1ssued the two volumes under 
one cover, and a year later Leary & Getz put out a fac
simile of it. The one bearinjl' tho latter imprint with date 
1854, is similar te the Clay hfe used by Lincoln during the 
Lincoln-Douglas debates. 

What is said to be the identical copy of this last men
tioned book used by Lincoln is still extant and the editer 
of Lincoln lAwe has had the J;>rivilege of examininll' it. 
Thera are many passages wh1ch have been undcrhncd 
throughout the book, as if a careful student of Clay had 
read it from cover to cover. Lincoln often underscored 
important passages and these lines of emphasis may be 
his. The book finally came into the hands of Major Lam
bert, and when his collection was sold at auction• this 
book was acquired by E. D. Worth, for the sum of $4o0. 

Thls bulletin is one of a series which has presented some 
fragmentary bibliographies of books eligible for a place 
in a Lincoln co1Jatcral library. The following titles may 
serve as a reference list to those interested in the li fe and 
works of Henry Clay. 

Boo~ A bout Clay 

(Carrit!r, A. H.), Jlcmument to th6 Mrmory of Henry 
Cia!'· 516pp., 1857. 

Cnnier, A. H., GTcat l(enhtcku Statesman, 0'1' the Life 
mrd Pr<blio Se.->>~ces of Hewry Clay, 516pp., 1861. (Same 
contents as item above, but different title and cover d~ 
sign.) 

Clay, Thomas H., Henry Clay by His Grandson, 1910. 
Cotten, Calvin. Life and Time.• of Henryf Clay, 2 vols., 

1816. (A later edition was published in 1857). 
Colton, Calvin, Prit1ate CfW'responde·nce of Henry Clay, 

639pp., 1865. 
ColtonJ Calvin, L<Mt Set·cn Ytars of the Life of He?l'if 

Clay. 18o6. 
Colton, Calvin, lVO'I'ko of Hen'il Clalf. Comprising His 

Life, C.,..,.espondence, and Speeches, Ed1ted by Calvin Col
ton, tvith an introduction by Thomas B. Reed, Speaker of 
the House o.f Representatives, and a Hi8torv of Talrif! l.-<g-

iJ;lation from 1812 to 1896, by lVilliam JltcKinley, Pf'e8i· 
dent of the United States, 7 vols., 1897. 

Colten, Calvin, Works, Life, C.,..,.ellp<m.dcnce, Spetchts 
of Hen'il Clay, 1904. 

Greeley, Horace, Life and Pu.blic SeMJices of H ""Til Clay, 
clown to 18Q~ by Epe. Swrgeut. Edited and Compiled at 
Mr. Clay's death by HO'I'ace G.-eely, 428pp. n. d. 

Kentucky, Obitua'if Addresses on tho Occasion of tho 
Death of the Holt. Hen'il Clay, drliverecl in the Senate and 
i>t the Bouse of Represcntati>•es of Kenttroky, Eighth of 
Ji'ebn.w.ry, 18U, 70pp., 1854. 

(Lindsay & Dlakiston, Publishers), Lifo of Hm'if Cla11, 
Statesman attd Patriot, Contai-ni-ng Nmn.crous Anec:dolt8, 
240pp., 1852. 

Littell, John S. Tho Cl<l!f Mimtrel, 1842. 
Mallory1 Daniel, The Lite and Speeches of H61lry Cl<ly, 

2 vols., 1844. 
MaiiOl'Y, Daniel, A Biography of Hcn'if Cl<ly, tho Sen

ator from J(c-nttuJA:y, compiled and edited by Daniel Mal
fury, conl.(tining also a c:cnnptete 'l'eport of aU his speeches, 
stleciions/f'om hia privatte c&rresponde?tCe; ~dogies in tlu 
Senate and House; and a poem by GcO'Y'ge D. Prentice, 
Esq., (Complete in one volume),1328pp.,n. d. 

Maro, Bernard, Henry Cl<ly, Spokesman of the New 
ll'ellt, 570pp., 1937. 

New York, llcpOTt of the Committee of th"Yangfments 
oj the Conunon Counca of New York of the Obsequies in. 
MemO'if of Hon. Hen'il CW.y, 362pp., n. d. 

Poage, George R., H<m'if Cl<ly and tire Whig Pari?/, 
295pp., 1936. 

Prentice, George D., Biography of H81>'if Clay, 312 pp., 
1831. 

Rogers, Joseph )t, The True Hen'if Cla11, :!88 r>p., 1904. 
Sargent, .E:pes, Life a.!d Speeches of Henry Cla.y, 2 vols., 

1843. (In ooth paper and board covers). 
Sargent .E:pes, Life and Speeches of Il<m'if Clay, 69fipp., 

1853. (Published by J. L. Gihon, another edition in 1854, 
published by Leary & Getz). 

Schurz, Carl, Tho Life of Henr11 Cl<ty, 2 vols., 1887. 
United States, Obitua'if A<l<lress on tlv Oc<a ... •io" oft he 

death of tho Hon. Hen.., Clay, a Senatcw of the United 
States/rom the slate of Kentuc!..11, delivered in the S81U>te 
a»d in ths H<n<$6 of Representattves of tho United States, 
June 90, 185t and the funeral sermon of the Rev. C . .11. 
Butlm-, Chaplain. of the Sena.te, preached in. tire Senate, 
July I, 185!, 136pp., 1852. 

Walker, Edward Beauties of Hon. Henry Clay, to which 
i• nclded a. Biographie<tl and CTit·ical Essay, 235pp., 1839. 

Winthrop, Robert C., Memoir of He?l'if Clay, 1880. 
Pamphlet$ A bout Clay 

Sargent, N. (Oliver Oldschool), Life of Henry Clay, 
(Bedford's Cheap Edition), 16pp., 1844. 

Sargent, N. (Oliver Oldschool), Brief Outline of Life of 
Hen'if Clay, 16pp., n. d. 

Addre••cs by Clau 

To the People of the Conm·eslri<mal Di$tnct Composed 
of the Counties of "Fayette, fVoo<l/O'I'd, and Clarke, in. Ke..
tuc!..'!J, 33pp., (1825). 

Sp61Jch ofllen'if Clay with a Biographical Sketch, 1827. 
Speech of tho Hon. Hen'if Clay on the subiect of theRe

moval of the Deposites, <i<llivet"ed in the Senate of the 
Unitetl Statcs1 December !16, 90, 1839, 31 pp., 1834. 

Speech of ftlr. Clay of Kentucky, on tho Mea.•ure of Com
promi.<e, deliv.,.ed in the Senate of the United States, July 
2£,1850, 31,p., 1850. 

Speech o Mr. Clay, of Kcn.tu.cku, in the Su'f!Port of hi8 
Proposiaon.s to Compromise on tli6 Slavery Quuti<m, in 
tile Senate of the United States, FebnUJ'if 5, 1850. 


