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THE FREEPORT DILEMMA QUESTION

Three iticns statesmen
ﬂ:.u.i in the Senate chamber on
arch 3, 1854, ninety years agoe this

month, angu in a eontroversy which
indirectly brought to the front their
ruuidnnﬁal nﬁpmﬂm& Stephen A,

qNan was addresging the Senate on

thn ebraska and Kansas question,

with Seward and Chase speaking in re-

buttal. When the inevitable "_pt'rlmmll

tiea” entered into the discussion, Doug-
accused Seward of calling

las of ace
l.']lﬂ of tlm New York senator’s con-
-faces,” and forther
Emplied gained his seat in
the Senate thmngh a in. In the
light of su ent developments, a
comment, by , with respect to

Douglas, ia of more general interest as
he aﬂegu! that the measure which the
Illineis Senator was then advocatin
was offersed “as a bid for pmtldmtl
votes," Thus as earl Faal GT
ably mueh earlier, 'Tha Little Glant”
was looked upon wi 13&“ a potential
candidate for the presidency.

The attitude of Douglas toward the
Missouri Compromise with his Popular
Sovereignty appeal and his Lecompton
Constitution stand,
mtu thn senatorial canvas of 1868, with
t.h ?T}tmﬁ. LEu'.\]:mlm: Iullm;ln_g

rougho na Tﬂ]ﬂn of his
brush with the Democratic administra-
tion, headed by Buchanan.

One by one his opponents in the Sen-
nte had been silenced by hizs eloquent
anid logfm] arguments, but it remained
for one of his contemporaries, from his
own state of Illinois, to blast forever
his hopes of gaining the presidency. It
will alwavs be a mystery why Douglas,
the outstanding spokesman for his

to enter into a series
tes during the senatorial
mtﬂt of 1848, with Abraham Lincoln,
who had served but one term in Wash-
ington an a Representative,

Not only did Douglas blunder in

agreeing to debate h Lincoln, but

g0 very unwisely at Ottawna in the
first contest in the geries, he asked Lin-
coln a series of formal ons, He
ghould have anticipated that Lincoln
in turn might ask some questions which
would not be easily answered, and this
very reaction occurred at Freeport in
the second debate of the series.

According to Henry C. Whitney, who
was present at a conference at the
Browster House just before the debate,
Lincoln read the questions he had pre-

to soveral of his friends, includ-
ng, Washburn, Hitt, Turner and Judd.

ashburn, the npokem'mn. s

lhut the “Dilemma” question, fear-

it would backfire and Lin-

injure
mn. n Lincoln put the

guestion to his o t in these words:
“Can the pamnt United States

territory in any lawful way, against

the wish of any eitizen of 1 nited

States, exclude slavery from its limits,

Eirln; f;" the forming of a State constitu-
Lili]

Douglas not only replied to this ques-
tion in the affirmative, but elahorated
l‘lEm it much to Lincufn 'tjﬂl ht, a:‘i}

“In my opinion the people of a terri-
tory can, by lawinl means, exclode
slavery fmu their limits prior to the
formation of a State constitution. Tt
matters not what way the Supreme
Court may hereafter declde as to the
ahstract n:’:]"timt' wht:lrl;ittrﬂ:;“ may
ar m go into n un
@uﬁ have the law-
ful means tn intmd‘uunrudm it as
ther plu:i for the reason that slavery

st a day or an lml.r any-
-hm onless it is su Trpoﬂad by Inc-.l
police regulations.
e e "'urm IL
oca ature, an pmp are
0 to slavery they will elect rep-
resentatives to that body who will, by
unfriendly legislation, eMectually
vent the intreduction of it into t
midst. If, on the contrary, they are for
it, their legislation will favor its ex-
tension.”™

After taking his seat in Congress,
Douglas still further elaborated on the
answer he made to Lincoln at Freeport,
by contributing to Harpers’ Magazine,
:%SeptW!l a 'Icnglh;r dl.mus-
an
Territories—The Dhl'!dingﬁn
Federal and Loeal Author
quoting from “the distingu ud Re-
uhhmn Standard Bearer, e, (Abra-
Lineoln) Douglas thnn identified
t.hu three separate groups in the Demo-
eratic Party, which apparently Lin-
coln observed were in ce when
he put the “Delimma" question to
Douglas, They follow:

“PFirst. Those who believe that the
Constitution of the United Stltu
neither establishes mor prohibits slav
ery in the States or Territories bﬂnnd
the power of the pﬂmln legally tn con-
trol it, but ‘leaves the people thereof
perfectly free to form and r Inta
their domestic institutions in their
way, subject only to the O anntltutlnn of
the United States.'

“Second. Those who believe that the
Constitution establishes slavery in the
Territories, and withholds from -
gress and the Territorial Legislature

Aﬂer

the power to control it, and who insist
that, in the event the Territorial Legis-
lature fails to enact the requisite laws
for i:.ll p:iultlct - it bemmui the im-

rative duty o gress to interpose
f" nuthnrli:r and furnish such protee-

“Third, Those who, while professing
to believe that the Constitution estab-
Iilhu slavery in the Territories beyond

E'“ or the lﬂ-
ill ure to comtrol it, at ihe
¢ protest against the duty of

rtu ta interfere for its pro on;
nsist that it is the duty of the ju-

didlr;r to protect and maintain slavery

in the Territories without any law up-
on the subjeet.”

Jeremiah 8. Black, Attorney General
in Buchanan's cabinet, chose to answer
the magazine article, but his name does
not ap on his s page ph-
let, entitled, “Observations on Senator
Douglas’ Views of Popular Sovereign-
a expresssd in Hi Magazine an
ptember 1859." e Attorney Gen-
Eul fel't that Senator Douglas had not

the difference of opin-
mn.l l:etween @ classes, two and t{
and did not pro p-outne]a'bomteu
it. He recognized that Dou g

rew the

longed in class one, and then

fatal line between, “Duuﬁ]m had his
fnlluwau on one hand an the rest of
the Demoeratie Party (eclasses two and
three) on the other.” Thiz was the very
situation which Linecoln must have vis-
ualized at Freeport.

After discussing some minor differ-
ences between uu: ﬁmups, the Attorney
Gum-ul :tnt:sd “Here we come to the

point where o m:ons diverge. Some in-
sm. that no e tiunu can heidepri;&d af

is property in slaves, or in anything
e]lm, except by the provision of a State
Constitution, or by the act of a Stute
Legislature: while others contend that
nn unlimited control over private rights
may be exercised by a Territorial
islatura as soon as the earliest settle-
ments are made. So strong are the sen-
timents of Mr. Douglas in favor of the
latter doctrine, that if it be not estab-
lished he threatens nz with Mr, Se-
ward's ‘irrepressible conflict." ™

When Dnuglu answered Lincoln's
“Dilemma” by affirming that
slavery could be excluded from a ter-
ritory by the inhabitants, previous to
the formation of a state constitution, he
broke forever with the southern eon-
lﬂtuencjr without whom the Presiden-
could not be attained. The Charleston
unuentiun confirmed the views of At-
torney General Black, and Senator
Stephan A, Dw;;lummhinwlrmt
as a spokesman for the South



