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LINCOLN'S EXTRACTS FROM WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL ADDRESS

One of the compensations which
comes to those engaged in historieal
research is an oceasional thrill upnh
ieneed when finding some im
but little known docmemt. Wh m.uk
ing a uurvu of the General Drdm
issued by Abraham Lincoln as Com-
mander in Chief, the editor of Lineoln
lore wos turprmod to discover n digest
where Abraham Lineoln had extracted
from Washington's Parewell Address
such passages as he felt might inspire
the men in the Army.

The adjutant generai’s office
leased, under the caption of Gmrl.l
Orders No, 18, a report of a eoncurrent
resolution, ]msned by the two houses
of Congress, in February, 1862, relat-
||:uéutu Washington's birthday, The
’ r, affecting the men in the feld,

ollows:

“Resolved, That the President of the
United Sta Commander-in-Chief of
the Army Na he to
dtrut t.'lut urdtrl for the

h:f Army md Navy of the
United é“‘&';:fi“" Farewell Address
o e ngton, or such pa
thereof as he may select, on the 22d
day of February, instant,”

The signed order of Mr. Lincoln then
followa:

“TI. In complianee with the fo
ing resolutions, the President of

United Sta Cammandehln Chief uf
the Army ?r orders that the
following extracts from the Farewell

Address of George Washington,
rend to the troops at everi; military
post, and at the head of l: u\'ml
regiments and eorps of the Army.”

The limited space available in this
bulletin will not allow the rlnt!nt ﬂf
all of the excerpts from Wuhin
address which Mr. Lincoln selee l.:ud
yet with both the salutation and eon-
cluslon omitted, the heart of the por-
tions of Washington's famous speech
which the President felt were oppor-
tune are here presented :

“While every part of our country
feela an immediate and particular in-
terest in union, all the parts combined
cannot fail to find in the united mass of
means and efforts, greater strength,
greater  resource, proportionately
groater pecurity from external danger,
a less frequent interruption of their
pence by foreign nations, and, what is
of inestimable value, they must derive
from union an exemption from those
broils and wars between themselves
which so frequently afflict neighbor-

ins countries not thed t.:gatlmr by the
government, wh
rivalnh:lps alane would be suﬂ!niant to
i:mdum. but which opposite foreign al-
innces, attachments, and intrigues
would stimulate and embitter. Hence,
Hknwwm they would avoid the neces-
of those overgrown I'niiftn? estah-
Hs ments which, under any form of
urnmnt are inauspicious to lib-
and which are to arded as
plrt.'imhr; hostile to republiean lib-
erty. In this sense it is that your union
ought to be considered as & main prop
of vour liberty, and that the love of
the one ought to endear to you the
preservation of the other,

“To the effleacy and permanency of
your union, & government for the
whaole is Indiapnnmhlu. No allianees,
however strict, between the parts can
be an adequate substitute. They must
inevitably experience the infractions
and interruptions which alliances in
all times have experienced. Sensible
of this momentous t;uth you have :n}r

u T

adoption ?:';nnrfunnuhutim J gn'mm-
ment ealeulated than your for-
mer for an intimate union and for
the muniummt of your
common concerns, This government,
lhe ng;{iri mﬁof your own ce, unin-
unawed, adopted wupon
Eu]] investigation and mature delibera-
Hn:alemm pletely free in its prineiples,
distribution of its powers, unit-
ing security with energy, and contain-
ing within itself provis on for its own
amendment, has a just claim to your
confidence o.nd your support, Respect
for its authority, compliance with its
laws, acquiescence in its measures, m

duties nied
maxims of true i . The basis uf
uur?olmﬂl system fs, thn'rt t of the
to make and to alter their con-
ll:ltl:lﬁl:l-n!- of fuwrnmunt. But the con-
stitution which at any time exists,
until changed by an explicit and au-
thentic act of the whole people, is
sacredly obligatory u all. The very
idea of the p-urwer and the right of the

people to establ arnment.

the du u wnry indivi uni

Dﬁ'u the established government.

“ A1l obstructions to the execution of
the laws, all combinations and associa-
tion, under whatever plausible charac-
ter, ‘with the real design to direct, con-
trol eounteract, or awe the ﬂ.-gular
deliberations and action of the eon-
stituted authorities, are destructive of
this fundamental ]}rlnclnla, and -::f
fatal tendeney. They serve
faction; to give it an u.rtiﬂc::iﬁ and
extraordinary foree: to put in the
place of the dnlmted will of the na-

tion the will of party, often u small Il-ut
artful and cntuprﬁdnz minority of

the eommunity; and according to the
alternate triumphs of different parties,
to make the public administration t.hn
mirror of the ill-concerted and ineon-
gruous projects of faction, rather than
the organ of eongistent and wholesome
plans, digested by common couneils,
and modified by mutusl interests.

“Observe good faith and justice to-
wards all nations, Cultivate pun and
harmony with all. Religion and moral-
ity enjo %n this eonduet: and can it be
that good policy does not equally en-
Join 1T It will be worthy of a free,
enlightened, and, at no distant period,
a great nation, to give to mankind the
magnanimous and too novel example
of o Ple alwnys guIﬂed by an ex-
alted justice and benavolence, Who can
doubt that in the course of time and
1‘.h1 the fruits of such a plan would

“f.“l;:]'ll]r ni:.rhtﬂ;;ﬂpﬁrgyrr advan-

T migh a ltﬂ“;f
ad?‘ to it? Can it be that Pro
dence has connected the ent

felicity of a nation with its virtue? The
upu%m. at least, iz recommendid
by every sentiment which ennobles
human nature. Alas! it i rendored

impossible by its vices.

“Harmony and a liberal intercourse
with all nations are recommended by
poliey, humanity nm:l interest. But
BVET GUY COm licy should hold
an ﬁ[ll-ll-l and im hand; neither

nor granting exclusive favors
or pr:%eremu consulting the nataral
course of things; diffusing and diver-
sifying by tle means the stream of
lishing ‘with- rm"'“'"“ oy e L
TS 80 n
nrrdefl to give trade a stable course, to
define the rights of our merchants, to
enable the government to support
them) eonventional rules of inter-
eourse, the best that present ciream-
stances and natural opinion will per-
mit, but temporary and liable to be
from time to time abandoned or varied
as expericnce and cirenmstances ahlﬁ
d|mtq, constantly keeping in view
that it ls folly in one nation to look
for disinterested favors from another
—that it must pay with a portion of
its independence for whatever it may
accept under that character—that by
such acceptance it may place itself in
the condition of having given equiva-
lents for nominal favors, and yet of
bein ru roached with mgmtil.udn for
not having given more. There can be
no grﬂ.tui error than to expeet or
ealeulnte upon real favors from na-
tion to nation. It is an illusion which
experience must cure, which a just
pride ought to discard.”



