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\ PILGRI\1 \GE I~ RICHMOND 

LnHt w<:ck, Wcdneft\lny, t.hc editor of 
l~i1ccoln !Are made a pilgrimage in the 
rity or Jlichmond, Virl(inla1 which for 
mnny years he haa aspireo to ac:com­
JIIiKh. The trek was made on foot over 
the .aa.me streets, u far n.a can now b<_. 
u.ccrtained, that Lincoln traveled or 
that memorable rourlh d&)· or April, 
18fif,. \Vith the nation again at war, 
thP. siJ,"llificance of Lincoln's beha,;or 
nn his entry into the fullC'n capital of 
tho Confcdcra<'Y ig brought homo with 
"rt'attr emphasis and d~<'Jl<'r apprecin­
rion. 

fla"inJ;!' rt'frc~l~<·d m) mtlr\Ory o 
t IU 0( thf' most tH•nt(UJ Cpisod~ . '1 

I mt'Oin'4 who1e life. J ''•" able to n. 
(' ,JI the \"arious shtf{ta uf the pil~ 
olk"-. from the gfarting point to its de~ 
t uuat ion. Thi~ wu& on•• pil..:rimaJ.re I 
WHllh.od to mak~ nlon(', un)C'~s I miJ:ht 
111\'" had nne or my hoyR, in his earlier 
'''l.trB, us a companion. RtnnfJin~ on 
th(> north bank of llw .fmnt·~ ri\'er at a 
pomt tl~e to whc•r•· thtl Prt·:..ident )It 
aupposed to have t-~nhn,·lwd, it wu.ftot 
ctulkult to \'isualize a han«· containinst 
t..-.e•nt}o' people. inrluding th(' Pn>sident 
and "Tatt;• cominK up th~ rh'f't hr"r!ff'! 
' r thf' landing. 

lltmt Lruuliu[J flf Uctt'kt'tt~ 
ltockt>tts wa1:1 a rtmull cHmrnunn.~ 

... c.utlwnflt of the Rirhmond city limit~: 
• uul bnrrl<>ring on (he .Jam<·!' rive:r. A 
ur11hnJr wharf hPre 1-f't.'med tn offer tn 
\dmiml Porter of th,. Hal{llhip ")lal· 
'ern," an opportunity to put his di~· 
tlnJrQished guest anti tht m<>mbers of 
}de: cn·w as:hon•, and thr barxe from 
tht tlAJ..F~thip drf•w ur nlonl{ thP !>ide of 
the• whnrl for thAt f)Utpo .. f'. Thc·re wa' 
l1ul c.nt whitC" man thl•r(· to rcc.eiYt 
tlwml Chnrt~s C. Coflln, n twws corrc-. 
~trondcnt forth~ Ro~~:ton .Jnurnnl. Thert· 
wt•rf', how•·ver, twt•lve llt'~troe!f, with an 
nld colored man as their """"· "'orldng 
dO}!(' to thr landing. arvt \f r. Cot'lln ad­
\ i~ Otem that Prt'$if1t•nt Lincoln wa.., 
aht1ut to rome ashort". It lK m-edless tl'l 
"~"''' thAt from that timf on tl'l<>rc wa 
v. tl•' t ntho~iaF!m amnns" th• r'co)')le of 
("olor who soon lC'!\Tr('(f nf thr nr"'l"h•al 
t•f tlot•ir' t.-rf•:'\t bt'ncfortor. 

Thr (~m,ll 
l'urnllell~ lhf" ri'·"r rnn u \'Hnal, and 

Rllf'Rrt·nt'y it ,,.n1't t·roc ... 1 ~oon nfh·r 
tht• c-nmpany landt'f!. Thf' cro~~in~ 
• h ("•, wa~ mo-..t ("on\ t•ni• nt wa.-. QOf' 

tl"t "'•"St of Libb\· Pritum, nn•l onf!o o' 
tLf ntt"mbt-rs of tl-"f' J•nrt.) recall! ran­
in~· o•q r thi:; narmw hody of water, 
r'""' nh~t·rvinl{ 1hf )'ri un to tht· t;'!ht 

/Jibbu t'rl~<rm 
Tht old Libby Prison wua undoubt­

•·dly the fil'$t lnndmnrk which Lincoh 
rt't'OJ....-nlz~r!. from the many pictures of 
it which he had ohonvt'<l. C.,n, Porter 
Jft.Alf'd, "Thf' PrPIIIitlf'nt •topJlf"d a mo-

nlt'nt to look on Lhc horrible bnstilc 
wlwre so many Union soldiers had 
rlrngJ(t-d out a dreadful e\.iatence." He 
'ioit«l Libby Prisnn later I hat after· 
noon when it is ~aid "he Jf&\'f· way to 
unc-ontrolluble emotions." 

\'indl'tlllh St"f' t 
Thl· procession, if it could be J!K) char­

. JC'14•rti.Nt with but t ·w1•nty ~na flrk 
tlh mht·n. in tht> J;roup, t•robabl~· 
lormt·d informally on Niu<·tecnth 
Str«.~t near the prison. t'Utltnln Adams 
wa!f In tht· lead ancl 11ix lf&ilorR, two 
abrrut and anncd with enrbines. 
Th1·n carne the prcsidC"nt with .. Tad'' 
on hi~t: It ft, Admiral Pnrt1•r nn hil' 
rhrht, and Coffin on Taii'K lt·ft, \\ ith 
I\\O oltircrs behind thrm, folio"('() by 
10bc more armed so1rli<·1'11. That was nil. 
Accol"fling to ont.· mt·mb<>r of the party, 
ttw grOUJl mnvM ~t mhrht 111• to Main 
,, lu•l'f' Ow~· turnl'd 1nwnrcl thC' rity. 

,1/n.iu Stnd 
I 11 corrc.ipondcnn v. ith Thoma..­

Sn .. t, n year later, Coffin totnh.-d, "I do 
nnt. rt-~nMnber what atn"C:·t,. Wt· p1\'t5ed 
through1 cxc-t pt Umt "r \\nlkM for a. 
hM1 <ti:.ttance on ~Jain StN'i t.'' Prob­
lhly it wa~ about two hlockfl., a11 it il' 
•. ,·iflt•nt that they had tutnl-cl up Sev­
t•ntf'<•nth ~trcet, if thf'y wt•rf' to reach 
fh·oud Strc>Ct nt th.., fU'OJlf'r iuuction. 
rttr1/Cf of 1lttin ff)lll Srrt ,,,.~nth St.g • 

F. Montl{omery, a "~<·nuinf' .Johnny 
lt4'b, Jr." a:- he styled hirmu·lf, hali left 
thi n·nllnio;.c<'nl·t': "On(" of a f'rowd of 
.~>c-antil) dad, hun.:-ry, hut alf'rt and 
wiltllv t·-.ccited bon!l, 1 llt4>f:•t at the cor· 
nt'r t;( Main and· Fift("t•nth (probably 
St·n nhoenth) Streets in Rkhmond and 
•\mid u ntrug~linf( and wwnyinp- mass 
n( fwoph· !'ltW the hollow ~fJUH1'C of 
xoldi•·r~" curr~·ing curbint,., In th4.'1 Cl'n­
lf\1' (l( the ~quare I I'AW thf• tall rorm 
nt n man clad in a blad: fr(l('k-roat 
w<arinJ.: on hi" head what Mt.'tmed to 
nw tht" quf'Crt-st lookin.r nnd the biggest 
.-ilk hat I had e"·er llf'('n. He towered 
far :1bon· the Jll"'Jilt> crn\\di1 g about 
hin .. ThiJt picturt' of th<" tall man. clad 
in hind: nnd wearinK hi~~: rlo(·culinr hat, 
and on his faco th<· find. ~ <-t kindly 
f·xprt•!'Hion, HS ht.· watrhr41 tht.• frenzitd 
pt'oph~ in their ('fTorht to r;r•t lWflr him, 

t~«~ltl<' with joy, som•· JlO~~ibly­
with hntt> in thPir henrt~ ·hi 11till frr~h 
tn m~· mt·mory. I n:m1·ml-.•r it n~ a 
ocoothtn~ JW>3ceful influrnct a f(OOd 
!'Jlirit mtl\ inc (•\ er an ftnR"r)· <~('(·ne of 
~triff'." ' 

Srt•eJJI• rutJ, St. 
Thr s:rea.t crowd which hnd con· 

Jt•.MtNi Mnin Str('('t pruhably wns r<·­
Mci.IOfl~.ihJc for their guidt•, un ohi11Cgro, 
dlnctlnsc thPm throu~o:h Seventeenth 
Street to nroad St.-.·ct, which would 
b<' In the direction they w<'re planning 
to Jro, und three city hloc:ka would 
brin~or thrm tn a much "idf'r aw:onuf>. 

IJroad Stnd Stu.tion 
Tht• disorganlze:d pl"'<'<'&Aion of hu· 

manity turned into Hrond Street 
within a halt block or tht• railroad 
·h·fJ'(•t. liB\ ing traver.;~('(l about one­
halt ••f th<" distance of th<·ir lin~ o! 
march, ht're at the depot thf• Pn:)o;i­
dcnfs part)• 6topped a mom<'nt to re~t 
lH•fort• dimbing the Brond Strt·et hill . 

An ~ncident occurring ut thia hrief 
1 ,. 1 Jtt·nnd i~ t·ecordrd by C'ull\n. It is 
trpi~ul of muny such ineidt•nt. which 
occutTed all along the lin(' of mnrch. 

" • \f n>· d(· good lArd bit.·~• you, Presi­
,f•·ul l.intum !' !-aid an ohl rtf'Kro, re­
mo\ irlK his hot and bowinsc, with tears 
of j~y rollin~ down hill chef'ks. The 
J',ulidfnt nmon.od hio~: O\\n hat, and 
I~<•Wt"'l in Kilenee; it wa11 a bow which 
UJI~f.'t tht· forms, laws, cuatom11, and 
ccnmonies of centuries of "lnvt:'ry. It 
wns n tll'nlh·sh()('k 1 o chivnlry, :md a 
mortal wuund to cuRl<'. Ut.•coJ(nioze a 
nit.ntt•r! IHsgu.sting. A W(lfl\ltn ln an 
arljoinin)l' houi:ie beheld it, nnd turned 
from tht· ~'''f'ltP with unJtJI('Bkahle con· 
,, nlt·t .. 

/lrood Stnrt 
l'nJCt"t" lin~ up the Bro:ul Stred hiH 

tht fu t United State.11 Caval~')· man 
wa!t di~rttvered. AccordinK to Admiral 
PortH, .. The sight of t h<' Prt.·~ident 
wu" uK Hlrangc to him n11 to the in­
hnhitnnbl. He was di~(lutdwd to Gen­
<'rn1 \\f<·itzell to send nn t'f'<'Ort nnd b}· 
the timt.· the capitol Wi\A r<'ach• d, tor 
the f\nt time since the landing n<'arly 
an hour before, adecJuatr militarY pro­
t('Ction "ao;. Jlf'OVidM." 

Ttttlfth Strrf t 
'l urning from Brond into TwL•lfth 

Slrcf•t. thf' proce.ssion ht.•nch·d for the 
h('ndflllnrterM of G~ntn·nl \\'eltzt11, OtT· 
cer in fnntmnnd of lticlm'1o1ul, whieh 
waH hut three blocks awR}', ut the eor· 
ncr of IA>i~th Street. He hud occupied 
the hom~ or Jefferson Davis, although 
Lineoln'a destination was Weitt:ell'f:. 
h('adquartt•n nuh~r than an)· rontem· 
plat("'''l vi!iii\ to .Tefft>rMn Jlnvis' home. 

1:r"' rrrl Wdfzrll'~ Hrddquurtcr~ 
,luhn R Uarncs has lt.•ft us thi;:. 

rtmini"rrnce of Lincoln upon his ar· 
rivn1 ut General \VcitiwWK lwndqunr­
ten: "Whnt he (l'rcMi<kut J.irH.'Oin) 
~id r~mained fi.."(ed in my Jnl·mory­
tht' RrMt t•:<prec;sion of u natural want 

'I wontlt'r if I could sct•t a drink of 
wat1•r.' lit• •tid not aprcaJ to .wy par· 
ticular penon for iL I can I('(" tht• tired 
look of those kind blur ey~ on r which 
the lids halt droop('d-·hif' voice was 
KentJt• nud soft. There W08 nothinJ: of 
trh.lnl)lh in his gesture or uttitudr•.'' 

(hu utlwr t•vc-wihWI:IA who observ(-d 
~I r. Lincoln'N 'h.Chavior in thiA t;lrungt' 
triuJnphol march, stntNI, ''Th1· Presi­
dent manift·sted no ~i~1111 of t•xultation. 
His countt·nanet' "'lUI one of indf"!lcrib­
a.hl<' anc!n<'~!ll." 


