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The year that Lincoln died, there
came from the press a book entitled,
The President's Words, by Rev. Ed-
ward Everett Hale, of Boston. It was
one of the first attempts to compile “A
Selection of Passages from the
8 hes, Addresses and Letters of
Abraham Lineoln,"

The little book, whose title is similar
to the eaption of this issue of Lincoln
Lore has been a source of great in-
apiration to many of the earlier stu-
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whicfn bears his name, stated that th?;
was the first Lineoln book that eame
into his hands. That same copy which
Daniel Figh acquired just after he was
discharged from duty in the Civil War
is before the editor of Lincoln Lore as
he writes this monograph.

In the introduction of Dr. Hale'a
book is found a quotation from Ralph
Waldo Emerson which was then but
a prediction, but now a prophecy ful-
filled: “He (Lincoln) is the author of
a multitude of Ba so dis-
guised as pleasantries t it is cer-
tain they had no reputation at first
butujuh;nd:;lu:r mt'ﬁb%thﬂ:ldwi
acceptance a ption n
the mouths of millions, turn out to be
the wisdom of the hour. I am sure, if
this man had ruled in a period of less
facility of printing, he would have be-
come mythological in a very few years,
like Aesop of Pilpay, or one of the
Seven Wise Masters, by his fables and
proverbs.

“But the we;f‘hiﬂﬂ:‘t penetration of
many passages in his letters, messages,
and speeches, hidden now the very
closeness of their application to the
moment, are destined hereafter to a
wide fame. What pregnant definitions!
what u common sense! what
foresight! and, on great
what lofty, I.n&, more than national,
what humane tone! His brief speech
at Gettysburg will not easily be sur-

pussed by words on any recorded oe-
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uhlisﬁ a book which he ealled,

ords of Lineoln. Nicolay and Hay,
about the same time, brought out
their monumental volumes which have
become known as the Complets Works
of Lineoln, yet huul?l iJFmp!et?rtheK
were, as witnessed racy's ['neo
lected Letters of Aimhm Lincoln,
Angle's New Letters and Papers of
Abraham Lincoln, Hertz's Letters and
Documents, Linceln Letters at Brown
and mwﬂi copies of unpublllhatf
works of Lincoln in the Lineoln Na-
tional Life Foundation Archives to
make still another volume.

There is no souree material avail-
able to the student of Lineolniana so
valuable as the President’s own words,

THE PRESIDENT’S WORDS

and one iz at a loss to understand how
early biographers, with no considerable
number of these writings available,
were able to contribute very much to
our understanding of Lincoln. Al-
though a vast amount of authentie Lin-
coln data has now been assembled, it
is largely inaccessible to the average
student, because it is extremely dif-
fieult to systematically eatalogue the
information. An attempt to organize
the works of Lincoln would call for a
division of the words he wrofe from
the words he spoke. Although there
mgtlﬂ some overlapping, this zeems
to be the most logical arrangement.

WRITTEN WORDS

The written words of Lincoln should
inelude all those writings in his own
hand, and eorrespondence which he is
known to have dictated, or which was
copied from his notes by his secre-
taries. The most important words he
wrote were those which eame from his

st as President, and they are des-
gnated as State ﬁnmn.

State Papera

The two inaugural addresses, from
the viewpoint of national interest,
might be given the preference l.mons
the State Papers, although some o
his annual and speecinl messages were
of far reaching importance. In this
group, also, should be included his var-
ious uprn-clamutiunl, with the Eman-
cipation and First Annual Thanks-
giving writings of outstanding signifi-
cance. There then follow a great
many military ']:u?erl such as execn-
tive m or troops, appoint-
men discharges, and a vast
number of endorsements wi'l.inh appear
on all kinds of rnment writings
which called for his comment.

Correspondence

Lincoln's correspondence was wvol-
uminous for that day and time when
men were not given much to letter
writing. During the Illinois years the
subject matter of his letters were of
three types—political, professional

and l—with the former class
finding their climax in the campaign
of 1860. As Chief Executive, it is neces-

sary to include telegrams among his
correspondence and here again cab-
inet members, military officers, party
leaders and personal friends received
the bulk of his letters.

Manuseripts

Included in this divigion of his writ-
ings one would find the written ad-
dresses of his Illinols days which dealt
with various subjects and came to a
climax at Cooper Institute, It is here
also we would tabulate hia few poetic
expressionz, memorada for his ad-

dresses, and those interesting notea
wthich he nl‘tin a':ri] bbled on small pleces
of paper. ou an acceptance
speech, autobiograp cal sketch ete,,
we would expect to find in this division.
Documents

The t mass of 1 documenta
which he wrote ineluding petitions,
promissory notes, deeds, wills, receipts
and %EE hmiﬂgua m?:tings would bﬁ
grou ere. His earlier papers suc
T e il ey

ons, muster
within this classification.

SPOKEN WORDS

There is not an established line of
demarkation which would guide us in
selecting the words Lincoln slpoke, from
the t mass of traditional data, The
worde he wrote can usually be iden-
tified without much eonfusion but
much uncertainty surrounds many al-
leged quotations. The anec-
dotes of Abraham Lineoln which grow
in number, year by year, is but an il-
lustration of the sf:triunsmntter which
clutters up any list of Lineoln's say-
ings, There is, furthermore, much con-
fusion about stories he told and the re-

citing of anecdotes for which he was
famous.

Conversation
The reminiseences of his friends who
wrote down, at the time, parts of the
conversation in which they engaged.
secondary testimonies and a fow
exiracts of reported conversations in
contemporary papers can be relied up-

0.
Public Speeches

Many of the speeches Lincoln made
in his early days were not written out
before their delivery. Many were made
from f tary notes. We are safe
in incloding here & es which wire
recorded stenographically, such as the
Lincoln debates with Douglas, report-
ers’ notes, and a few reconstructod
speeches which seem to have the im-
print of authenticity.

Pergonal Reminizcence
This is the division which Is most
difficult to establish as there seems to
be an habitual practice on the part of
Lineoln b phers to confuse anec-
dotes Lineoln told with personal rem-
iniscence. Of course, there were a fow
anecdotes that were of biographieal
content but strictly speaking, the re-
hearsging of some episodes in his own
experience should be catalogued under
personal reminiscences.
Anecdotes
Possibly the field where Lincoln
geems to exeell in eonversation was
the relating of anecdotes. Here ia a
t mass of material which must un-
a rigid examination before al-
lowing it to bear the label of Lineoln.



