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WAR WORRIES OF THE LINCOLNS
The world conflict in which we are now can

hardly bring to us here in America the manifold worries
:}ﬂch overwhelmed our grandparents during the Civil
ar,

Most important of all the conslderations is the fact that
the conflict was a fratricidal war, not Englishmen
Italians, Russians against Germans, and Americans
against Japanese, but brother against brother. It would
take an unusual amount of preliminary propaganda to
bring one to the conclusion that for any cause whatsoever,
he should take his brother's life,

While Abraham Lincoln had no close relatives in the
Southern lines, his wife had four brothers and three
brothers-in-law in the Confederate service. The Todd fam-
ily, like so many Eentu groups, ally, was divided
i:ii L!hair loyalities to the Union and Confederacy, respec-
tively.

George Rogers Clark Todd, an own brother of Mary
Todd, became o famous surgeon in the Confederate Army
;“dtiﬂ:la the only one of the four brothers to survive the

o s

In the Todd family barial lot at Lexington, KEentucky,
there Is a memorial marker erected to the memory of Eliz-
abeth L. Todd, who died on February 16, 1874. She was
the second wife of Robert 8. Todd and stepmother of Mary
Lineoln. On the same stone that bears her obituary lines,
isthhinaurl&ﬂm,“lnmmuni bu.ﬁu.&mmtﬂ.
Todd, David H. Todd, Alexander H. 'gid, Confederate
soldiers."” Two of these boys died in battle and the third
from injuries. Elizabeth Todd had but three sons.

The Boston Transeript for Au 11, 1862, carried this
news item under the title, “Mrs, 's Brother Killed,
New York, August 20. Among the rebels killed at Baton
Eﬁr‘uz? was Capt. Alexander H. Todd, the brother of Mrs,

coln.

Such stories as the following report, which appeared
in mnfin?:“m mmTrmm’p for Dm[d bar Ei.hil[ﬂﬁlmld hﬁ:
a te ey to people suspicious of Mrs, .,
arrival from Ril:luno.m:iI states that the rebel treatment
of the prisoners is very bad, especially since the late es-
capes, maost brutal of the officers was Captain Todd,
Mrs. Lincoln's brother, who would kick the dead bodies of
our men calling them d—d abolitionists.”

Undou! y it was the knowledge that the President’s
wife had brothers in the Confederate Army that led to the
accusation that she was disloyal to the Union, and it is
doubtful if, before or since, there has been a like incident
of n charge of treason brought to the very doors of the
White House,

In 1916, Gilbert A, Tracy secured & ission from
E. 1. Edwards to reprint an essay published many years be-
for in a Washington newspaper. Only thirty copies of the

mphlet were printed for private distribution. The most
interesting statement in the twenty-one page publication,
entitled TL Solitude of Lincoln, ia the reminiscences of a
Congressman, who was on the Senate committes for the
conduct of the war., Mr, Edwards records the statement
a8 told to General Thomas L. James, in these words.

“Ome morning our commitiee purposed taking up the
reports that imputed disloyalty to Mrs, Lincoln, SEE-
sions of the committee wers necensarily secret. We had
just been called to order by the chairman, when the officer
stationed at the committee room door opened it and came
in with a half-frightened, half-embarrassed expression
on his face. Before he ha nppurtunig.h make explan-
ation, we understood the reason for excitement, and
were ourselves almost overwhelmed br astonishment. For
at the foot of the table, standing solitary, hiz hat in his

hand, his tall form towering above the committes mem-
i Had he come by some incan-
of a sudden before us unannounced,
we could not have been more astounded.

“The pathos that was written upon Lincoln's face, the
almost unhuman sadness that was in his eyes as he looked
upon us, and above all an indescribable sense of his com-
plete isolation—the sad solitude which is inherent in all
true :{rand.m:r of character and intellect—all this revealed
Linealn to me, and I think to every member of the commit-
teo, in the finer, subtler t whose illumination faintly
set forth the fundamental nature of this man, No one
spoke, for none knew what to say. The President had not
been asked to come before the committee, nor was it sus-
pected that he had information that we were to investigate
the reports, which, if true, fastened treason upon his fam-
ily in the White Hounse.

“At last Lincoln spoke, slowly, with infinite sorrow in
his tone, and he =aid:

# ¢, Abraham Linecoln, President of the United States,
Eppanr of my own volition before this committee of the

enate to say that I, of my own knowledge, know that it
ia untrue that n.ntg&uf my family hold treasonable com-
munication with enemy.’

"H“ingheu.id thl%bl.[nmin went away, as silently and
solitary as he came. We sat for some moments less,
Then by tacit agreement, no word being spoken, the com-
mittee dropped all consideration of the rumors that the
wife of the President was betraying the Union. We had
seen Abraham Lincoln in the solemn and isolated majesty
of his real nature. We were so greatly affected that the
committes ndjourned for the day.”

There was one other war worry, however, which was
before Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln constantly, and that was the
public opinion about their son Robert's attitude toward the
war. Robert, himself, was very anxious to enter the ser-
vice when the war broke,

The Lineoln National Life Foundation has come into
on of a much worn book which bears out Robert's

nterest in the army. Benson J. Lossing prepared a de-
scriptive sketch for a publication entitled, Cadet Life at
West Point, by an officer of the United States Army. The
book was by T.0.H.P. Burnham, of Boston, in
1862, and on the filyleaf of the book, there is the auto-
phed inseription, “R. T. Lincoln, Harvard College,

arch, 1862."

While the President was anxious to have Robart fol-
low his own pleasure in the matter of enlistment, Mrs,
Lincoln was quite nut_u[p-nkm about Robert continuing his
university education. To Senator Harris, who complained
s failure to enter the army, Mrs. Lincoln ex-
pressed herself in these words: “Senator Harris, he is not
a shirker as you seem to imply for he has been anxious to
gufor:lmgfmﬂ.lfﬁulttheubu,it is mine, I have in-
sisted that he should stay in college a little longer as 1
think an educated man can serve his country with more in-
telligent purpose than an ignoramus.”

While this attitude would be understood now, and
would be encouraged by the Government, it brought much
grief to the Lincoln family in 1863. Robert did enter the
service after his gradoation from the university, but
there has always been a feoling mnnm&viaed ﬁmpli
that Captain Robert Lincoln was a s or sheltered
for purely personal reasons by his distinguished parents.
It might be of interest to note that Robert eventoally
became Seeretary of War in the cabinet of two Presidents,
Garfield and Arthur,



