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BEST ONE-VOLmiE BIOGRAPHY OF LINCOLN 
'fhe question most of!Aln asked in the library of the 

Lincoln National Lite F'oundntion is this one, HWhat 
Is tho best book on Lincoln?" A direct answer is usually 
evaded by suggesting: a recognized exhaustive atudr,, the 
most 1cholarly disc:u.alon, the outstanding compi ation 
of Lincoln's worU, or the earliest complete blogTaphy. If 
thia doea not satisty the inquirer the next beat escape is to 
name a half-<lo:r.en good Lincoln books which are out
atanding in their respective fields. If the qucatloner ia 
atill persistent, however, one has to admit that he is 
unnblo to name "the bct-. t book on Lincoln." 

It appears as if the Orst task in attem1>ting to provide 
a fnlr and inlelligcnt unawcr for the question, would be 
to oaeertain just what tho average inquirer has in mind 
when the question ia aaked. Invariably a book, 0110 book, 
not two or several volumes, but a one-volume work, is 
IU!flf0$ted, ao the original query is limited to the beat one
volume work. Next the subject matter cornea up for eon· 
aidcration and immedla~ly the conclusion Ia drawn that a 
It/• of Lincoln is implied, that is a compleu Ute of Lin
coln, from cradle to grave. So the questaon now qualified, 
atands, "What is the beat one-volume biography of Lin
coln's complete life?" 

When an at~mJ>t Ia made to define the relative signiJl
cancc of the word "best," confusion usually results because 
emphasis, historical accuracy, proper d1viaion of subject 
matter, rhetoric, annotations, human interest alant, etc.. 
,..,·eigh more heavily with some individuals than with 
othen. Evidently the word "best1" in the mind of the 
average questioner, caniea with Jt, more or leu, all of 
the..e qualifications. However brushin(f aside any evasive 
clauHication, any student who has gtvcn much time to 
the atudy of Lincoln'a life Ia expected by his !rlonda to be 
able to answer the question about the ''best" book without 
hesitation. 

With the question now limited to the beat one-volume 
biography of Lincoln, the next task is to find an im.J>&rlial 
judge who can speak with authority on thla qucstaon. W. 
E. IJ:arton, one of the better known Lincoln atuden~ who 
did considerable work on Lincoln bibliography, in one of 
hia books, published in 1920, made this statement about 
the one-volume edition by John G. Nicolay, "This is the 
most important and valuable single volume life of Lin· 
coin in print," but. thcr-o hnvc been many Lincoln books 
published since 1920, and one earlier biography, which 
originally was 1•ublhthcd In three volumes, is now avail· 
able in one. 

'fhe director of the Lincoln National Life Fou.ndation 
decided to place this queotion before the membera of the 
:Foundation Ad\'isory Group, eomprisinJ nineteen of the 
leading Lincoln student• In America. Tharu.:n of the nine
teen returned ballots naming first, second, and third 
choice,. 1 his is the result of the bslloting: 

Rc1111lt of Ballot for Best lJook 

Herndon and Wcik- Hcr>1don's Life o/lAncoln 4 votes 
Stephenson, Nathanl<'I-Lincolrt. 4 votes 
Arnold, Isaac N.- !.ife of Abraham Lincoln 2 votes 
Nicolay, John G.· ·II Sh<>rt Life of Abroham 

Li'llcoln 2 votes 
1vo~ llothschild, Alonzo-Linc~>ln, Master of Men 

For second choice, Lord Charnwood's Abraham Lincoln, 
received 5 votes, the largest number of any book. Inasmuch 
as nil of the ballots did not contain three selections, any 
further analysis of the votes would be of no advantage, 
although it would be of Interest to list the books not al
ready noted which did not receive mention: Binns, Henry 
Bryan- Tiuo Lifo of Abraham Lfftcob•; Holland, Josiah 
G.-Th• Lifo of A braham Lincoln. 

It might be of interest to submit in this la.uo of Lincoln 
Lor• a list of fifty of tho beat known compute biographies 
of Abraham Lincoln, exclusive of juvenile publications. 

Fift7 Lincoln Biographies 
Arnold, Isaac N. · Lifo of Abraham Lincol" 
Bacon, G. W.; T~ Lito and Admtm.trati<m of Abroham 

Ltncoln 
Baldwin, James; Abraham l-incoln, A Tnu> Lifo 
Barrett, Joseph; Life of Abraham LiMoln 
Barton, William; Life of Abraham Lincoln (4 vole. in 1) 
Binns, Henry Bryan: 7'he Life of Abraham Lincoln 
Bisaett, Clark P . . : AbTalwm IAncol1t, A Uniuer1tll Man 
Brockett, L. P.; 1'/UJ Life and 2'imcs of Abraham Lincoln 
Brooks, Noah; His YoKth and Earlv Manhood with" Brief 

AccoKnt of His lAter Lif• 
Browne, Francis F.; Tho EvnydaJI Life of Abraham Lin-

coln 
Carnegie, Dale; Lincoln tho U.U.'710t1nl 
Clark, L. Pierce; A P•Jic/oo-Biofl"GphJJ 
Charnwood, Lord; Abra.lt4m. Lnu:oln 
Coffin, Charles Carleton; A braham Lincoln 
Crosby, Frank; Life of Abraham Lincoln 
Curtis.._ William Eleroy; 7'/ae T1'Wl Abr.,ham Lincoln 
Elias, !!:dith L.; Abraham Lincoln 
French, Charles Wall~cei Abraham Lincoln, the Lib01'at~>r 
Gordy, Wilbur F.; Atmlllam T,incoln 
Hannaford, Mn. P. A.; Abraham Lincol'lt, His l,ifo and 

Public Sen:icu 
Hapgood, Norman; Tho Matt of tho Peoplo 
Hart.., Col. F. W.; Abroham LiJtcoln, Tluo Gf'<Gt Com,..,..,., 

1 lao Subli- Emancipat~>r 
Herndon & Weik; HCMUU>n'o Lifo of Lincoln (8 vole. In 1) 
Holland, J. G.; Tluo Lifo of Abraham LiMoln 
Kel~hnm.l. Henry; The Lifo of Abraham Lincoln 
Lch1nd <.;harles G.· Abraham LiMoln 
Lilly, \Villlam E.; Set My People Free, A Negro'• Lifo of 

Lincoln 
Lockridg~ Ross F.; Abraham Lim<>ln 
Ludwig, t.:mil; Lincoln 
llaltby, Charles; TM Lifo and Plohlic Servic., of A/wa.-

ham Lincoln 
M aetera Edgar L.; Lincoln tluo Man 
Minor, Charles L. C.; Tile Real Lincoln 
1\forgnn, James; Abraham Lincoln, The Bov and the Man 
Nicolay, John G.; A Short Life of Abraham Lincoln 
Nichola Clifton M. · Lifo of A braltam Lincoln 
Power, John Carrol; Abraham Lincoln, His Lifo and Pub

lic Strvices, Death and Gt-eat Fumral C~>rtogo 
Putnam, John Haven; Abroham Lincol'lt, Tho Po&pla' 

l.~adt:r iJt the Stngglo /trr Ntllitmal EmUR« 
Raymond, Henry J.; Tho Life and Plohlio Sermceo of 

A braham Lincoln 
llothachild, Alonzo; Lincoln, Mtulf1' of Men 
lluthcr!ord, Wm. G.; Abraham Lincoln, Plough B"'/, 

Stateaman, Patriot 
Sheppard, Robert Dickinson; Abraham LiMoln, A Char

acter Skotch 
Snider, Denton J.; A braham Lincoln an lntorpro14ti<m iJt 

Biovraph11 
Stephenaon, Nathaniel Wright; LincoiJt, An AccOKnt of 

th• Pertonal Lifo, E.,.cia/lJJ of iu Spring• of Acti<m 
<U Revtahd and Deop<lned b11 tluo Ordeal of IVar 

Stern, Philip Van Doren; Th• Lifo and IVritingo of A bro.-
ham Lincoln 

Stevena, C. M.; 1'/ae IYo>ldcr/ul Story of Lincoln 
Stoddard, William 0.; Tile True StO'I'l/ of a Gf'cat Lifo 
Strunaky, Rose; Abraham Line<>ln 
Tarbell, Ida M.; Lifo of Abraham Lincoln (2 vola. In 1) 
Thoma•, D. D.; A braham Lmcobo, the Fwot A merica>t 
Whltloelc, Brand; A braham Lmcoln 


