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THE LINCOLN-SHIELDS DUEL, A CENTURY AGO

The ene-hundredth zmnivurmz of
the duel which was planned to have
been fought by Abraham Lincoln and
James Shields falls on tomorrow, Sep-
tember 22, 1042. No episode in Lin-
coln's whafu life is so full of the com-
bined elements of the ludicroos and the
serious, and no event more surely
brought to a climax his matrimonial
quest. With g0 much of the dramatic
atmosphere ﬁnu!linz throughout the
E;oeedinp. t is not strange that folk-

and tradition have done much to
contribute to the confusion of the whole

aflfair,
Politics

There is substantinl evidence that
Simeon Frunels, editor of the San-
gamo Journal, was indirectly o
sible for the politieal controversy which
eventually led to the difficulty between
Shields and Lincoln. Roy F. Basler,
writing in the Abrahem Fineoln Quar-
terly for June 19842, presents me&et-
able evidence that f‘mmin wrote
first and third installments of the se-
ries of “Rebecca” letters appearing in
the Journal which were largely respon-
gible for the challenge being

The first “Rebecca” letter stated
that Shields, the state auditor, was
about to send out & circular with in-
structions that the currency of the
State Bank would not be received for
the payment of state taxes and such a
circular was issued by Shields on
August 20, 1842 and J-n lished in the
Jouwrnal on August 26.

The day after the letter a Eﬁ.red,
fnlluwinp;};.hn lead of Frnhcia,p neoln
wrote a comment which not only ex-
plored the same subject but heaped
ridicule on the state auditor as well.
Linecoln signed with the same %l;u:dm
signature used by Franeis, ¢ g
and the letter was published in the
Jowrnal on September second followed
by another written by the editor. The
controversy which started out as a
politieal diseuszsion between Whigs
and Demoerats, soon became a ]persnna]
diatribe with the auditor Shields bear-
ing the brunt of the attack.

Personalities

A third “Rebecea” in the person of
Mary Todd made a contribution dated
September 8 which appeared in the
Jowrnal on September 9, In this fourth
letter the political issue was over-
shadowed by the lampooning of the
state auditor himself, Eame verse a
parently of the Todd-Jayne authership
signed “Catherine" was published in
the Jowrnal on September 6. Evidently
the “Catherine” poetry was the last
straw, for on September 17, the day
following ita nfpurm 3 Shields went
to Tremont, Illinois, where Lincoln was
inmi;.ﬁlndmldﬂhi!dmﬂ!ﬂpﬂh
Linecoln.

There ean be no doubt but what it
was 4 letter and poetry by Mary Todd
in ecollaboration with Julia Jayne, that
was the direct cause of the o ll'enge,
as Linecoln apparently had been held
responsible for all the letters over the
“Rebecea signature.

According to James Grant Wilson
in the Putman .Edg'aﬂ'm article for
February 1909 Ste n A. Douglas
discounted the bﬁulit ecal phase as di-
rectly responsi for the chal -
iAccording to the Senator, Lincoln,
Shields and himself were rival candi-
dates for the hand of Mary Todd. After
the campaign had been carried on for
geveral months it was announced that
Abe Lineoln was the accep suitor,
But Shields persisted in P‘ﬁ"ﬁl“m‘
tion to the young lady much to her an-
noyance as well as to Lineoln."

Prineiples

th;l‘he challeng‘nr.]imaa Shields, was

rty-two years old, one year younger
than Lincoln. He the rutl:w
of law at Kaskaskin in 1832 and was in
the Illinois Legislature with Lineoln
in 1836 and 1837. He was elected state
auditor in 1839, which office he was
holding at the time of the incidents
which brought about the challenge. He
was also en in teaching school at
various intervals. Aecording to Dr.
Gilbert Patten Brown in the Masonie
Heome Jowrnn! for March 16, 1984
Shields had displayed some of his duel-
ing tendencies in {nuth. He says, “He
began as a boy ?‘ challenging a cholerie
veteran of the British army of cccupa-
tion to mortal combat. Both pistols
missed fire,” Gustav Koerner in Cen-
twry Mugazine for October 1888 says
Shields was nbout medium height, of
light weight at the time and by no
means strong, while Mr. Lincoln waa
of towering height, hﬂ?{: and long-
armed and of almoat superhuman mus-
cular stre Abraham Linecoln in
the fall of 1 was thirty-three years
old and had served eight years in the
Legislature of Illinoia,

Preliminaries
Shields" first note to Lincoln at Tre-

mont was not satisfactory and Lin-
coln asked Shields to withdraw it. No

ent could be reached hy Dr.
ﬂmlm;n, second for Lineoln and
Gen. Whiteside, second for Shields, and
tho challenge was issued. The time set
for the duel was September 22; the
place, within three miles of Alton,
Illinois on the opposite side of the
river; the weapons, cavalry broad-
swords of the largest size; and the
rules of contest as follows:

“A plank ten feet long and from nine
to twelve inches broad to be firmly fixed

on edge of the ground as the line be-
tween us which neither is to pass his
foot over or forfeit his life. Next a
line drawn on the ground on each side
of said plank and paralled with it, each
at the distance of the | of the
aword and three feet additional from
the plank and the retreating
accord over such line by either party
during the fight shall be deemed a sur-
render of the contest.”

Proceedings

One of the most interesting remin-
iscenees of what took place after the
contestanta reached the place dnlif;
Meaaeiss of Hours bs Bebaiber

agazine o or
1906. An eyvewitneas of the affair, W.
H. Souther, reporter for the Alton
Telegraph, gives this version of the
proceedings after the ground had been
ﬁ]eﬁ:'ed and eontestants made ready to

wht

“After all these arrangements had
been completed, the seconds rejoined
their pﬂneiﬁah at the different sides
of the clea ngl. and began to talk in
low tones. With Shields was Dr. T. M.
Hope, of Alton, a very large, brusque
man. He was very much to
the duel, and reasoned with Shields for
a long time. As a result of the talk, sev-
eral notes were passed between the see-
onds. It was intensely interesting to
me to see those men handing notes to
each other instead of talking out what
ever thag had to say. Lincoln remained
firm, and sald that Shields must with-
draw his first note, and ask him
whether or not he was the author of
the Jowrnael . He said that when
that should be done, he was ready to
treat with the other side, Shields was
inflexible, and finally Dr. Hope got
mad at him. He said Shields was =
ing the Demoeratie party of Illin
into ridieule and eontempt by his fol-
ly. Finally be sprang to his feet, faced
the stobborn little Irishman, and
blurted out: ‘Jimmy, you—little whip-
persnapper, if you don't settle this I
will take you across my knee and spank
you.! This was too much for Shields,
and he yielded; 1 believe Dr. Hope
would have earried his threat into ex-
ecution if he hadn't, A note was sol-
emnly prepared and sent across to Lin-
coln, which nsked if he wes the author
of the poem in question; he wrote a
formal reply in which he said that he
was not; and then mutual explana-
tions and apologies followed.”

Five weeks after this episode Abra-
ham Lineoln married Mary Todd.
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