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THAYER’S PIONEER BOY

the press about the first of April , and by
that year five thousand copies had been issued. Before
1864 ﬁud elosed, 26,000 coples wers in the hands of the
people, Later on, according to the author, the book “after
a4 very large nlal Ef:ud out of print in consequence of
the destruction o plates by fire,” 3

In March, 1882, a revised edition of The Pioneer Boy
Wikh by Thayer and he extended the story to
cover the President’s complete life. This book also hs
n large sale, the eleventh edition with an English imprint
reached n total, for all editions, of fifty thousand copies.
This book had a tremendous sale in countries

and was translated into many languages. cOnce
of Abraham Lincoln held in &nﬂn lands was hrgd;::rﬁi.:
fluenced by T'hg:r’n wal:;jt. L e

Thayer was firat biographer to use writing
what was known as “the conversational '31'21" and most
of his many big sellers were written in ogue form.
This manner of composition invited the use of extraneous
data and while The Pieneer Hoy written in this form was
looked upon with askance by some authors, others used
many of the human interest stories and gave them the at-
mosphere of authenticity by placing them in reputable
biographies of the Presi
s s e ek Ty et Ton the apseptunes

ayer's work w may aceount for
of much of the folklore found therein., In the preface
the author states “the imagination had done nothing more
than eonnect facts gathered from authentic sources.™
Agunin he states, “Real names are generally used in the
work. In some instances, however, where objections to
auch a use seemed to exist, fictitions names are employed.™

Possibly Thuinr‘s most valuable testimonial was a let-
ter written on 17, 1863 which he received from the
President's son, Robert lI..i.m".u:i]n. Hobert stated, “You have
been singularly suecessful in avoiding errvors, as I find I
have at some time heard nearly everything you narrate
from a ‘reliable gentleman.'" publishers took full
advantage of this statement and claimed that The Pioneer
Boy “eontains the full and reliable life of President Lin-
coln, from the time he was seven years of age until he
took his seat in the Presidential chair,”

The publishers, furthermore, made the statement that,
“This is the authentic and authorized life of the President
uhlhanhrtlu-mbinind letter from the son of the
President, a student in ard College.” The letter was
then printed in full,

It is doubtful if there is a single early Lineoln biugniéi;i
Euhlilhnd after 1868 that is not somewhat influen

v this book. Indirectly it hel to eolor the al
testimonies of nearly everyone interviewed who had read
the book, so that those authors who hesitated to take the
stories from Thayer were wﬂhﬁ:gtotlhthmuparmﬂ
reminiscences of those who read Thayer's work.

A few outstanding stories in the Thayer book follow:

Sale of Kentucky Farm For Whizkey

Thayer is the first author to tell the story of the sale
:}' tl-luﬁ'};inmtr& ti.:m in Kmturkr irnu‘:gl]ﬂ for ;uﬂnwbu

w ey aAn e transportation o iquor thoat
to Indlnni. There iz not a single available fu’tr: to sup-
port this tradition and plenty of decumentary evidence
refute it. Apparently Thayer used the w story
to tench a lesson in temperance and utilized three chapters
of his book to fully relate an ineident that never haﬁemd
Minus the moral Thayer drew, nearly every Lineoln
biographer has accepted the story.

The Half-faced Camp

Thayer was evidently the inventor of another story
which had no factual He goes into some
detail how Thomas Lincoln concluded to build a “half-
faced camp.” He was very much confused as to just what
the cabin was like, Authors who used his story have sup-

lied this difficulty and taken no pains to stress the fact

ut the Lincolns lived through one or two winters in a
enbin in Indiana with one side open to the weather.

Letter To Parson Elkins

Anocther which apparently printed for the first
time in Th s work may still be classified as folklore,
although there is some wi&m which might support part
of the story. Thayer says Dennis Hanks ta Lineoln
to write and that the first letter Lincoln penned was to a

cher by the name of David Elkins, living in Ken-

y, whom he asked to come to Indiana to preach his
mother's funeral. Most authors have the story
but some have been skeptical about using it

Weem's and Ramsey's Washington

There were some incidents in the early life of Lincoln
that Thayer told with some aceuracy and which were later
on bungled by authors who felt they were correcting a
mistake. It was undoubtedly Weem's W at
Lincoln read in early Indiana days, and Ramsey's Wash-
ington that he borrowed from J Crawford and which
became damaged by the storm.

Flatboat Trip to New Orleans

Another excellent version of an important episode in
Lineoln's early life is Thayer's m?‘ of the first river trip
to Now Orleans. It seems likely from Thayer's account
of the trip that he secured the story from one of the mems-
bers of the Gentry family., Lineoln's almost superhuman
strength displayed on this trip, made with Allen Gentry,
is seldom emphasized.

New Salem Days

Thayer's informant for Abraham Lincoln's days spent in
New Salem was William Green. From Green's testimony
it would AppEar as if he were In.l']:;ljr mﬂh ible for some

Achiew

g unmlﬁ: imghmﬂl decisions n ; %? IE.; wns
reent who taught Lincoln grammar . Gresn
elaimed he to Linecoln th:ttgarniulm-

of militia to t Black Hawk (pp. 246) and that
wt Green's fni-hg-sh made to the mmg'm ;mpmu!hl-
for Lineoln receiving a unanimous vote for eaptain (pp.
24'1'1). Green happened to be the person who won a hat by
telling Lincoln could lift a whiskey barrel and drink from
the bunghole {p]y. 260y, Green was the first one to pro-

that Lineoln run for the legislature {E]L 254) and

also championed the eandidacy of Lin two years
later (pp. . Green was thu‘ﬁemn who first
to Ab incoln that he should study law (

. 269
274). It was Green who examined Lincoln on his Erﬂt ‘ml-'
ume of Blackstone t;;g.ﬂ'lsa and the New Salem yeara
for Lincoln closed with William Green claiming that in
after years Lincoln admitted while President that it was
Green who “made him" during the New Salem years.

It is very likely that it waa the reading of these New
Salem chapters by Thayer that cavsed Herndon to call
“Qlippery Bill Green,” as he referred to him, “a blow and
an exa tor.” It might be of interest to note that
Green nothing to say about Ann Rutledge and the
family is not mentioned by Thayer, while the New Salem
years gave a general idea of L neoln’s experiences there,
the over-emphasis of Green in the pieture makes it a very
much colored narrative.



