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IJurinﬁ the commencement days, very na » there
iz a tendency to pay more attention than to the

academie attainments of the youth who are graduating
from our high schools and universities. Among those
students who receive highest honors in scholastic efforts,
it would be dificult to Eeterm_.ing whether inherited ten-
dencies or acquired characteristics had made the larger
contribution toward success.

While unusual native ability and intensified parental
guidance function in the making of valedictorians,
yet there is one more factor which contributes tremen-
dously to the final scholarly achievement of a youth, It
might be called the personal equation or the urge that
identifies one as an jvidual and sets him apart from
his associntes.

Any attempt to study the factors which may have
combined to make Abraham Lincoln the theoretical Vale-
dictorian of Log Cabin Schools, has been blocked by
untenable stories in cireulation about his questionable
{:&renl.nge, and folklore pictures of his formative years,

he “what difference does it make” attitude on the part
of skepties, toward the identity of his parents and the
impm';b]u conditions in his childhood home, have been
a real barrier to any scholarly canvass of Lincoln's inher-
ited tendencies or the environmental influences thrown
about him.

Students who have attacked scientifically the problem
of how Abraham Lincoln achieved in =0 many different

of Lineoin's formative years as a souree of inspiration

for modern youth who are ambitions to do something
worthwhile with their lives,

In the childhood days of Lincoln there appeared a
characteristic which was observed and noted by his step-
mother and his playmates, which, in a very large meas-
ure, must account for many of 'h'u: achievements, His
step-mother said on one oceasion that he “was diligent
for knowledge, wished to know, and if pains and labor
would get it he was sire to get it." Lineoln is said to
have ealled Murray's English Eeader “the best school-
book ever put into the hands of an Ameriean youth."
In the first word of the first sentence in the book the
word “diligence” appears in this setting: “Diligence
industry, and proper improvement of time are mate
duties of the inunﬁ' and following it another sentence
in these words, “The nequisition of knowledge iz one
of the most honorable oceupations of youth.”

A boy who grew up in the home with Abraham Lincoln
in obeerving the same trait in him which his :I.q:-mdhtr
had noted described the tendency in this way, “He was
ambitious and determined, and when he attempted to
excel, man or boy, his whole soul, and his energies were
bent on doing it, and he in this generally almost always
accomplished his ends.” In one school text thur?mnh
read this motto: “Be emulons to excel." The inseription
“1 excel” might well have been inscribed upon the face
of the Abraham Lineoln eseutcheon. It was apparently
his life maxim,

Thia same characteristic of striving for excellency is
discovered in his adult life. Scnp?:a claime that Stephen
A. Douglns sald on one oceasion, “Lineoln is ane of those

eculiar men wh:h];ertarm with admirable skill every-

ing they unde e, and Woodrow Wilson, another
statesman who, like Douglas, differed with Lincoln in

lities, stated that even upon beeoming President “learn-
ng as he went, he had found out how much there was
to learn, and still had infinite eapaecity for learning.”

However we do not find it necessary to take the words
of uthmin to ﬂppﬂrt the fact of Llnliuln': personal urge
to excel as apparently speaks from experience in
many of the l-ettgrs of u’n:rmmnnd.utinn and admonition
which he wrote. He replied to a student who inqtu.imd
the best way to make a lawyer out of himself: “If you
are resolutely determined to make a lawyer of yourself
the thing is more than half done already.” He then con-
cluded hiz advice to the young man with this appeal, “Al-
ways bear in mind that your resolution to succeed is more
important than any one thing."

hmmmmmlgdnmm to the
United States Military Academy for a boy named George
E. Pickett, and gave him some friendly advice. In one
of his statements to George he said, “I have a congenital
aversion to failure.” In other words, he seems to imply
that from his very earliest memories failure had been
repugnant to him, yet there are those who would try to
emphasize that his whole life was a series of failures
until accidently by some politienl hook or erock he gained
the presidency.

A feow years after his lettor to young Pickett he wrote
in some notes for a law lecture, “The leading rule for the
lawyer as for the man of every other calling is diligence,"
and in the same memorandum set forth this most valu-
able maxim, “Whatever picce of business you have in
hand, before stopping, do all the labor pertaining to it
whieh ean then be done.”

To his own law partner, William Herndon, then a
¥|:run¢ man, he gave this piece of advice, “You cannot

ail in any laudable object, unless you allow your mind
to be imoroperly direcied.”

After his nomination to the Presidency, Lincoln may
have had some misgivings about his lack of ability to
earry on, but he had no question about his determination
to tackle the task. He wrote to Joshuu I. Giddings, “If
I fail, it will be for lack of ability, nnd not of purpose.”

Posusibly some of the most impressive statements Lin-
coln ever made, which indirectly point to that spark of
determination which bad ignited his own ambition
throughout his life are (o be found in a letter written
ghortly after he was nominated for the presidency. A
friend of his son, Robert, failed to pass the Harvard
entrance examinations, and he wrote a letter of eneour-
agement to the boy.,

He said, “It is a certain truth that you ean enter and
graduate in Harvard University." This apparently was

ut in the form of a challenge and it was immediately
ollowed up by pressing home the need of a positive deci-
sion in these words, “Having made the attempt you must
succeed.—' Must' is the word.”

Lincoln then advised the boy that he did not know how
he could help him without ealling on his c¢wn “severe
experience” and concluded the sentence with this truism,
“You eannot fail if you resolutely determine that you will
not.” Referring to the boy's failure as “temporary”
and his “success in the st le of life” as altogether
possible, Lincoln concludes his letter with, *Let no feeling
of discouragement prey upon you, and in the end, you
are sure to succeed.

Latham was not the last youth, however, whom Lincoln
tried to encourage to pursue studies with the ambition
of & valedictorian. In June 1862 in the very midst of a
great war he took time to write a letter to o discouraged
cadet, Quinton Campbell, whom he had never met, “Ad-
here to your purpose and you will soon feel as well as
you ever did.—On the contrary, if you falter, and give up,
you will lose the power of keeping mny resolution, an
will regret it all your life . . . Stick to your purpose.”



