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In &Eu | emphasis upon
the 125th Anniversary of Indiana's
Statehood which occurs on December
11, of this week, and in calling speeial
attention to another anniversary, the
coming of the Lineolns to Indiana
about the same time the State eamo
into the Union, one is apt to overlook
still a third anniversary which is of
gpecial significance in attempting to
study the religious background of
Abraham Linecoln,

It was 125 ra in the year
1816 on June g:‘:u beq:;cl.:t. that the

Pigeon Creek Baptist Church was
constituted in the community where
Abrahem Lineoln grew to manhood.
Inasmuch as the church exerted a
major influence in all community life
in ploneer days, this institution, with
the possible exception of the log eabin
school, possibly contributed as much
to the intellectual, religious and socinl
development of Lineoln as any other
organized group with which he eame
in eontact.

It is evident from the title page
of the old Pigeon Church record ank
whieh is still extant, that this par-
ticular group was associnted with
what was known as the Regular Ba
titlh - HBQ:: tfh the tn;

e page: “ or urpose
rmrﬁu the business of the Church
?lfn Christ :unl.:ljtitntnd by I:'h:i ﬂ?aul;r

a n Cree ¥
Wlﬁ?ﬂ Etnrk.ﬁw'l‘ht note alﬂ the or-
ization follows: “Saturday, June
: l_ﬂlﬂhthe Baptist Church of Jesus
Christ known by the name of Pigeon
Church, Warrick County, Indiana
territm;{f, was constituted by Brother
John eldon and Thomas DDowns,
p , called for that purpose,
whose names, numbers, and articles
of faith and are ‘as fol-
lows: First, the Church chooses
wel Bristow, Moderator, and Thomas
Downs, Clerk for the meeting.” There
Pige “%?'hih‘ﬁ‘ih”“’miu'“" s ohn

geon Church; Mathew r's, n
Harrison, Samuel Bristow, John Ten-
nemu}{EﬂmlhnIé:rrhnl:. ?h"{ﬂ La-
mar, Nelly TS, vinn stow,
Sarah Powell, Patay Harrison and
Luey Lamar.

Like many other early religious or-
ganizations, the meetings of
gmur were held in the homes of the
peag e and it was not until Mareh 13,
1819, that some definite action wns
taken with respect to the huildtn%- of
a house of worship and the selecting
of a aite for such a building, There
was apgarantly a difference of opinion
a8 to where the chureh should be built,
as might be expected, and any de-
cigion was Pustpunnd until there was
more of a “Oneness of mind coneern-
ing the seat” In July of the same
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year a commitice of five was ap-
pointed to view three different places
which had been for the
church site, or as it was called in the
record book, the chureh seat.

On December 11, 1819, the church
confirmed the original recommendation
that the meeting house be built at
Brother Gordon's. At the January
mecting the committee on the build-
ing site made a report with reference
to the mequisition of the land, and on
February 12, 1820, Abraham Lincoln's
eleventh birthday, by the way, the
first plans for the church bui‘lding
were accept

However, it was not until Septem-
ber %, of the same year, that the
chureh decided to change the plans
of the building. On March 10, 1821
a committes of five was app-uinted
with final authority to agree upon a
plan as to the form and size of the
meeting house, It was decided the
meeting house would be *80 by 26
feet, hewed lofn. B feet in the under
story and 6 above the joists.”
The committee was authorized to em-
ploy workmen to perform the gaid
work.

By June 12, 1825, the meeting house
was in of repair and three trus-
tees were wmﬂ to attend to the
business; ben Grigsby, William
Darker, and Thomas Lincoln. It was
not until June 7, 1823, that Thomas
Lincoln was received into the Church
by letter. On December 10 of that
year three members of the church
were appointed to “lay off the bury-
ing ground of the Meetin
House." In July, 1827, the ch
decided to have a brick chimney on

the church and it was nﬁ::lad that
William Barker make the brick.
Thomas Lin-

Pigeon

of a different faith than the church
to which he had belonged in Ken-
tucky. Nevertheless, the Regular or
later United Baptist Church, as the
Pigeon up called thmufvea, Te-
ceived omag Lincoln's letter from
the Kent Chureh, which we have
reason to eve was the Little Mount
Separate Baptist Chureh.

On the same day that Thomas Lin-
coln affiliated by letter Sister Lineoln
and Thomas Carter were received by
experience. On April 8, 1826, the
church records state: “Door opened for
reception of members" and the fourth
entry bears this inseription: *Re-
colved Sistor En!}‘i Lineoln b&’L“ i-
enee of grace." is was un uhgll
Abraham Linecoln's sister, as a chu
Eein:unil list shows E;u nﬁﬁ ufhm}f

neoln as o member of the ¢
and then the name Lincoln crossed
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out and the name Grigsby written
above the name indicating that it waa
this Sally Lincoln that married Aaron
Grigsby. On the same list there also
&P the name of Thomas Lineoln
ﬂ.ns Sally Lincoln, his wife.

One may wonder why Abraham
Lincoln did not affilinte with the
Church at this time, but it would have
been strange if he hed joined, and the
supposition is that he would not have
?ﬂimﬁm to join. Ttllarﬂ wutin m

cally no you ple on the
of the Pigeon w&nmh. It was
a list of adults, Church membership
was too serious an affair to be pub-
liely embraced by those who had not
gettled down in life. The marria
register of Spencer County, and the
old church record book, clearly indi-
cated that matrimony wans almost a
requisite for church membership, Less
than four months after Sarah Lin-
coln, Abraham's sister, affiliated with
the E‘igean Church she married Aaron
Grigsby. Although it is apparent
that Lincoln had plenty of opportuni-
ties to marry when he was in Spencer
County, if the folklore of the pnu[ﬁu
ﬁa:lin ":e relied iupn:n, ﬂiﬁ fact th::j hlﬂ

I II}.III‘? 8 T respo L H
more than any otger marthingpfur his
non-affiliation with the church. In
other words, it would have been
ntrl.ﬁﬁ, indeed, if he had united with
the Pigeon Church.

Thomas Lincoln, the father, became
a very prominent member of the
Pigeon Church. He was one of its
trustees, he was appointed to inter-
view members of the church who had
not observed proper discipline, he
served as moderator at some of its
meetings, fl.mil ;I;I}urih::lmtumfundn

'or repairing OV~

ing the church bullding. .
_ Just at the close of his residence
Eulgrum?tl:t thw {g:ixﬁ“ .
ween the 8
and the Lincolns, which apparently
first found expression at the time of
the death of Sarah Lineoln Grigsby.
The difficulty between the families was
Foaiey 13 e 7ot e, Bt cakty
[ we e last entry
of Thomas Lincoln's name in the
church record book when he was ap-
inted on a committee of five, includ-

g, H. Gunterman, R. Oskins, D.
Turnham, and J. Oskins to decide n
matter of church discipline. This, it
may be observed, was just a fow days
before the Lincolns started on their
trip to Illinois showing that up to the
very last of the Lincoln residence in
Indiana Thomas was an active and
influential member of the church.

Note: 8See Lincoln Lore No. B4 for Bio-
Exh‘u:g‘hhl nketches of ministers who served the



