
L~N COLN LORE 
Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation - - - - - Dr. Louis A. Warren, Editor 
Published each week b7 The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Number 626 FORT WAYNE, INDIANA April 7, 1941 

CALLIGRAPHIC LINCOLN PORTRAITS 
Contemporary with the Spencerian school of ~enman· 

ship there was developed what was known as calligraphic 
portraits. The likenesa of an Individual was reproduced 
by writing in such a fashion that the main features of tho 
s ubject were made to stand out in bold relief, yet no lines 
were written which did not appear In the given text. 

One of t.he most proficient of these earlier calligraphic 
artists was David Davidson of Boston. As early as 18U6 
he was making portraits and images in pen script and was 
probably the first artist to produce the likeneas of Abra­
ham Lincoln by this novel process. The calligraphic por­
trait of Mr. Lincoln was presented to the President-elect 
in December 1860. Secretary Nicolay acknowledged re­
ceipt of the picture on December 27. 

The Bosw" Gazette for December 8, 1860, steted that 
the portrait at that time could be seen at the studio of the 
attist. A speech delivered by Lincoln in reply to Douglas 
was used as the basic writing by the artist, "every word 
of which he has wrought into hall", eyes, facial lines, shad­
ows, cravat, shirt studs, watch gual'd, drapery, and ex·· 
tending out over the ornamental lin"'! of the embossed 
page on which the picture is written, it presents the !orn> 
of more flowers of speech than ever ita author dreamed of 
ilnpa.rting to it." The news item further comments, ••Every 
mark, though mieroscopieallv smaJI, has ita meaning, and 
i! looked at through a glass the continuity of the speech 
is easily traced, while the oval that immediately surround" 
the face is a brief biography of Lincoln." 

The Emancipation Proclamation written out in free 
hand baa been moat often used as a basis for the Lincoln 
portrait, although one very elaborate profile haa been de­
' '•loped by using an autobiographical sketch of Lincoln. 

Possibly the most artistic of all these calligraphic por­
traits was one made by W. H. Pratt of Davenport, Iowa, 
and lithographed by A. Hagcboeck also of Davenport. 
Judge James W. Bollinger, so well and favorably known 
bly Lincoln collectors, was in Pratt's writing claBBes and 
a so was acquainted with Mr. Hagebocck. 

The Lincoln National Life Foundation has several of 
these calli_graphic Lincoln pottraits which will be briefl)" 
described m the compilation which follows. As is custom· 
ary with aU llatings of portraits, the Meserve claasifiea· 
tion will be used as the unit of identification. For Instance, 
the calligraphic Lincoln by 0. 0. Bowers is an attempt to 
reproduce a portrait of 1\leserve number 62. The si.., of 
actual plate and a brief description of the print is sub­
mitted. 

.lt62a. Bo"·ers, 0. 0. Slu 4 x 5 
GETTYSBURG ADDRESS i'! pottrait form with no 

design around it. Inscription: Left, Address at!Gettys· 
burg. Center, Penned by 0. 0. Bowers/New Philadelphia, 
Ohio. Right, Copyright 1926/by G. 1,. Bowet"ll. 

M62b. Bowers, 0. 0. Size 51,i x 8Y, 
Similar to M62a except for size and inscription. In· 

serip~ion: Right. Copyright 1926/By G. L. Bowers. Cen· 
ter, Penned by 0. 0. Bowers/Compliments of /The Daunt­
leBa Plumbing & Electric Co./18-24 Stare St. Fr 8109. 

MSUa. Bishop. R. Morris Siu 16 x 21 
EMANCIPATION PROCLA.MATlON portrait with a 

border containing faDcf scrolls and in the left corner 
a picture of a slave bem8' whipped, in the ri~ht corner 
a picture of liberty freemg the sla,•e. The mscription 
above the picture: E Pluribus Unun\/September 22d 
1862 January 1st 1868/Emancipation Proclamation. 
l -l()wer inscription: A. Lincoln (fac.) WiiHttm H. Sewnnl 

(fac.)/ Allegorical Portrait/ Abraham Lincoln/Respcet­
(ully dedicated to the Union League o( the United 
:>tates by the Publishers/Published by the Art Publish· 
ing Association of Philadelphia, Swander Bishop & CoJ 
Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1865 
by Swander Bisliop & Co. in the Clerk's office of the 
Dist. Court of the U. S. in and tor the E ;o.stern Diat. of 
Pennsylvania/Des. and drawn with a steel pen by R. 
l 1orris Swander-Engravcd facsimile by P. S. Duval 
& Son Philada.. · 
l iSUb. Pratt, W. H. Size 18 x 24 

BIOGRAPHY forms light background and darker pic­
ture of Lincoln. Inscription: Designed & written with 
a steel pen by W. H. Pratt, Davenj)ort, Iowa-Ent. 
aeedg. to act of Congr. in the year 1868 by A. Hageboeck. 
in tlie Clerk's office of the Dist. Court of the U. S. fo•· 
the Dist. of Iowa-Litbogl"a_phed & printed by A. Ha~;e­
boeek, Davenpott, lowa./B•ography of Abraham Lm­
coln. 
)J87a. (Du-So & Breitfeld) Size 12\ia x l:i 

EMANCIPATION PROCLA~IA'l'lON in oval sur­
rounded by bordar of names as suggested in inscription 
at top: Proclamation of Emancipation/Names of Mem­
bers of Congresa/Who Voted for the Resolution to Sub­
mit to/The l..egislature.s of the Several States the/ 
Amendment to the Con.atitution of the/ United States 
Prohibiting Slave!]' Fo. rever. lnaeriftion beneath oval: 
Abraham Lincoln/Right, 7~ device .P.E.U.!Le.ft, Copy-
right 1934/By Du-So & Breitfeld. · 
M87b. Green, C. A. Siu 9~ x 12~ 

EMANClPATION PROCLAMATION portrait in oval 
surrounded by scroll. Inscription at top: Proclamation 

·· of Emancipation. Inscription below picture: Abraham 
Lincoln/Son of Democracy. J,e!t, C. A. Green, Colum­
bus, Ohio/ Copyrighted 1919. 
M87e. Green, C. A. Size 9 x 1.2~ 

Same as M:87b except !or size, omission of line, Son 
of Deruocrae;r, and inscription at lower left: CopyrighL•d 
1931, C. A. Green/Columbus, Ohio. 
M87d. (Grctn. C. A.) Size 9 x 12~ 

Same as M.87c except for sitia and omiss.ion of inscrip 
tion at lower left. 
M87e. Halbert, C. E. Size 12'h x 14% 

Same as M87a except size and date Septomber 
22, 1862 between "Proclamation of EmanCipation'" 
and "Names of ... "Also dates 1809 1865 below namo 
"Abraham Lincoln" beneath oval. Added inscription at 
bottom of page: Copyr. June 9, 1931, Claude Eame"t 
Halbert, Kansas City. Mo. 
M87f. Pratt, W. H. Si7.e 9 x 12~" 

PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION is inscribe<! 
above oval calligraphic portrait. lm!cription below: Left, 
Designed and written by W. U. Pratt, Davenport, Iowa. 
Center, Abraham Lincoln/Ent. aeedg. to act of Congr. in 
the year 1865 by W. H. Pratt in the Clerk's office of 
the Diat. Court of the U. S. for the Dist. of lo,va. Right. 
Lith. by A. Hageboeck, Davenport, Iowa. 
M87g. Smith, E. C. Sir.e 9~ x 12~ 

PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION which ap 
pears to be either a copy of the Pratt Calligraph or a 
touched up photographic copy of the Pratt work. In­
scription at top: Proclamation of Emancipation. Center 
beneath oval, Abraham Lincoln/ Written by E. C. Smith. 
This last seems to show an effort at similarity In tho 
wxiting whieb ""ould lead ono to believe thnt Smith only 
elaimOO tbie as hiA own. 


