NEOLN L

RE

Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation -
Published each week by The Lincoln National Life Insu

= = = = = Dr, Louis A. Warren
Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Editor

Number 619

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

February 17, 1941

Those who are interested in studying
the sources which contributed to Abra.
ham Lincoln’s intellectual advance-
ment cannot overlook the books which
found a place in his law lib . Mis-
cellanecus publications which Lincoln
read and the books which the Lincoln
family took out of the Library of Con-
gresa during their Washington resi-
dence already have been tabulated in
former issues of Lincoln Lore. (Num-
bers 129, 167.)

It will never be possible to make a
complete list of law books to which
Abraham Lincoln had access, as very
often there was an agreement between
practicing attorneys that in the ac-
quisition of rteference books they
would acquire volumes which would
supplement the purchases of each
other, and would depend on pooling
their libraries as it were.

The well known collector Oliver
Barrett states, “I think it is certain
that the firm Lincoln & Herndon
had the State Reports of every state
in the Union in their library or readily
accessible.”

It is wall known that Lincoln used
the State Law Library in Illinois, and
while serving a term in Congress he
undoubtedly was a frequent visitor in
the Congressional Library. The li-
braries of his lawyer friends on the
cireuit were most certainly open to
him, and in some of the more im-
portant ecases he tried in Chi
there would be available some of the
books more difficult to obtain.

Some students may object to the
listing of the complete collection of
Lineoln and Herndon law books which
W. E. Barton aequired from a Spring-
field bookdealer, H. E. Barker. They
are included here and marked by an
asterisk, so that one may use his own
judgment as to how many of them
might have been used by Abraham
Lincoln. They were originally acquired
from the family of Herndon'’s law part-
ner, Alfred Orendorif, by H, E. Barker,
and are now in the Chicago University
Lincoln collection,

Lincoln's rapid advancement in the
legal profession, after having come
to the practice of law largely through
his own efforts, encouraged many
young men to interview him with re-
spect to their own ambitions to enter
the profession. To one young man he
said, “If you are absclutely deter-
mined to make a lawyer of yvourself,
the thing is more than half done al-
ready.”

There are certain books which Lin-
coln emphasized above others in the
preparation for law, and he invariably
recommended them to young students.
This list might be considered as
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fundamental in Lincoln's own legal

training: Blackstone's Commentarics,

Chitty’s FPleadings, Greenleaf's Ewvi-

dawﬁt&._ and Story's Equity, and Equity
g,

There seems to be very good evi-
dence that the Rewvised Statutes of
Indinna was the first law book to
which Lineoln had access, and the
original copy is now in the hands of
one of the most ardent ]awﬁur col-
lectors, William H. Townsen

Nearly every phase of Lincolniana
has its joker, and in the law library
it is the stor;r of how he acquired the
volume of Blackstone, The discovery
of the book in the bottom of a barrel
of rubbish is a story familiar to all.
The Howell biography which Lincoln
read and corrected states, “He bought
an old copy of Blackstone one day, at
auction, in Springfield.”

This compilation of law books has
been made Eussihle by the generous
assistance offered by the personnel in
the Chicago University Lincoln eollec-
tion, the gﬁniversity of Pennsylvania
Library, and also by information fur-
nished by Oliver R, Barrett of Chicago,
and H. E. Barker of Los Angeles,

Law Library

*Adums, John—A Treatise on the Principles
T;:i! Proctice of the Action of Ajectment,

Angell, J. K.—Limitatlons in Equity, 1848,

Angell, J. K. and Ames, Samucl—A Treatise
on the Law of Corporations.

Archibald—Crlminal Law, 1840,

Barbour, 0. L. and Harrington—Equity Di-
gest of the U. 5.

Barbour, 0. L.—Equity Digest of the U. 3.

Biddle & MeMurtrlee—Index to Engllsh Come-
mon Law. 2 vola.

Bluckstone—Commentariss on
Innd, 4 vols,

*Bowyer, Sir George—Commentaries on Uni-
wversill Public Law, 1854,

Callan—Militnry Laws of the U. 8., 1863,
Chitty, Joseph—A Treatlso on Pleadings, 1544,
Chitty & Temple—The Law of Carriers.

Coole—Compliled Laws of the State of Michi-
gan, 1857,

Curtls, G. T.—United States Digest, 1546.
Do, Amos—Prineiples of Medical Jurispru-

dence.
Gllman, Charles—Supreme Court Decisions,
Gi%?:;. Charles—The Ilinols Conveyuneer,

Laws of Eug-

1544,

*Gordon, Thomas F.—Digest of the Laws of
the U. 8. 1844,

*"Gt. Brit. Court of Exchegquer.—A Gengral Di-
gest (1824-1354). Vol. 8, 1856,

*Gt. Brit. Court of Exchequer.-—Reporis of
Casea (1824-1825). Vol. 1, 15858,
*Gt. Brit. Court of Exchequor.—Reports of
Casen (1826-1380). Vola. 1, 2, 3, 1862-1853.
#Gt. Brit. Court of Exchequer.—Reports of
Cases (1830-1832). Vaols, 1, 2, 1852-1856.
*(t. Brit. Court of Exchegquer.—Reports of
Cases (1B32-1884). Vol. I, 1866,

*(3t. Brit. Court of Exchequer.—HReports of
Cases (1834-1845), Vols. 1, 2, 1864,

*Gt. Brit. Court of Exchequer.—Roeporis of
EI?H:? (1538-1547). Vols. 1. 2. 6, 0, 10, 16,

*Gt. Brit. Court of Excheguer.—The Exchequer
ﬁzﬁnm ({1547-1856). Vols. 3-7, 911, 1354-

*Gl. Brit. Court of Excheguor.—The Exchequer
Reporta (1866-1862). Vola, 1, 2, 4, 1867-T
Greenleaf, Simon—Treatise on the Law of Evi-

dence, 1848,
Horton—Amerlcan Criminnl Law.
Hlingin Convention Journal.

llli:l;hn Journal House of Rep., 10th Assembly,
lllmghu Journal House of Hep., Sth Assembly,

Mlinols  Supremo  Court Reports. 22
1831-1862,

llling%‘u. Biante Guasettosr nnd Directory, 1855
ELD.

Ilinoiz Sesslon Laws, 1343,

Illinols Sessfon Laws, 1841,

Illinols Revised Laws, 1541-184G6.

Illincis Revised Statutes, 1545,

Illingis Laws, Revision of, 1820,

Indiana Revised Statutes. 1525,

Kont, James—Commentaries on Amorfean Law.,
4 wvols., 1361,

Legnl Forma for llinais.

Livingston, John—Law Reglster, 1852,

'h}aaﬁachuum—lawm Statutes, etc. Vol. 16,

wvols,,

*New York (State) Court of Chancery—{1E22-
1526). Vol. 1, 1527.

*New York (State) Court of Chancery. Vole.
B, B 8. 11, 1830-1545.

*MNew York (State) Court of Chaneery. Vols.
1, & 1847-1848,

Parsons, Theophilus—Law of Contracts. 2
vola, 1857,

Fe‘ber-a.. Richard—The Publie Statutes at Large
of the T. 8. of Americi. § vola,, 185458,

*Petors, Richard—Digest of Declsions in Com-
mon Law. Vels. 1, 2, 1543,

Philllmore—Commentaries  on
Law, 1454,

Putnam, John P.--Digest of Decisions, Court
of Equity. 2 wvols., 1851,

Putnam, John Po—United Statea Digest. |1
vol., 1547,

Putnum, John FP.—Supplement
States Digest. Vol. 1, 2, 1347,
Relfield, Tname F.—A FPractieal Trentise on tha

Law of Rallways, 1555,
Bmith, John W.—Landlord and Tenant, 18356,
*Smith, John W.—Selection of Lending Cases.
Vol. 2, 1862,
Starkie—0On Evidence. 3 vols., 1330,
Stephens—0On Princlple of Pleading.
Stephens—Commentaries on the Laws of Eng-
I:llla.u‘ll]l (Common Law of England). 4 vols.,

Bltory—Commentaries on Law of Ballments,
LEdE,

Story—Equlty Jurisprudence, 2 wols,, 1843,

Taylor, B, 8.—A Treatlse on Polsons (Medioal
Jurlsprudence, )

o5, 8. Lawd, Statutes, ote. Vola. 1-5, 1545,

mlﬂ?ﬁ Acts and HReaolutlons 30th Congreds,

Internationnl

to  United

*17. 8. House—Belect Committes to Investigate
the Conduet of the President. 36th Congress,
THED.

*Upton, Francis—Law of Nations Afssting
Commerce durlng War, 1883,

*Van Heythuysen, Fred.—Equity Draftsman,
1a4E.

Wharton, Franels-—Criminal Law, 1857,

*White, Frederick—Selection of Lending Cases
in Equity. Vol. 2 (Parts 1 and 2), 1352

Willlams, Joshus—Principles of the Law of
Real Property, 185T.

“Books in Lincoln library st Chicagoe Uni-
viersity,




