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Those who are intereat<ld in studying 
the sources which contributed to Abra­
ham Lincoln's intellectual advance­
ment cannot overlook the books which 
found a place in his law library. Mis­
cellaneous publications which Lincoln 
read and the books which the Lincoln 
family took out of the Library of Con· 
gress during their \Vashington resi­
dence alread)• have bee_n taOulated in 
former issues of Lincoln Lore. (Num­
bers 129, 167.) 

It will never be possible to make a 
complete list of law books to which 
Abraham Lincoln had access, as very 
often there was an agreement between 
practicing attorneys that in the ue­
quisition of reference books they 
would acquire volumes whieb would 
supplement the purchases of each 
other, and would depend on pooling 
their libraries as it wc.rc. 

The well known collector Oliver 
Barrett states, 141 think it is certai·n 
that the firm Lincoln & Herndon 
had the State Reports of every state 
in the Union in their library or readily 
accessible.." 

lt is well known that Lincoln used 
the Stste Law Librar)' in Illinois, and 
while serving a term in Congress he 
undoubtedly was a frequent visitor in 
the Congressional Library. The li­
braries of his lawyer friends on the 
circuit were most certainly open to 
him, and in some of the more im­
portant cases he tried in Chicago 
there would be available some of the 
books more difficult to obtsin. 

Some students may object to the 
listing of the complete collection of 
Lincoln and Herndon law books which 
W. E. Barton acquired from a Spring­
field bookdealer, H. E. Barker. 'fhey 
are included here and marked by an 
asterisk, so that one may use his 0\\'1\ 
judgment as to how m&n)' of them 
might have been used by Abraham 
Lincoln. 'fhey were originally acquired 
from the family of Hentdon's law part­
ner, Alfred Orendorff, by H. E. Barker, 
and are now in the Chicago University 
Lincoln collection. 

Lincoln's rapid ad\'ancement. in the 
legaJ professjon, a!tCJ' having come 
to the practice of law largely through 
his own effort..sJ encouraged many 
young men to interview him with re­
spect to their own ambitions to enter 
the profession. To one. young man he 
said, "It you arc absolutely deter­
mined to make a lawyel' of yourselC, 
the thing is more thon half done al­
ready." 

The•·e are certain books which Lin­
coln emphasized above others in the 
pl'tparation for law, and he invariably 
recommended then> to young students. 
This list might be considered as 
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fundaments! in Lincoln's own legal 
training: Blackstone's C<mun.eutar ies, 
Chitty's Pleadings, Greenleaf's E1>i­
de»ce, and Story's J:,'quity, and Equity 
Pleading. 

There seems to be very good evi­
dence that the Revi8ed Statttteo of 
l11diana was tho first law book to 
which Lincoln had access, and the 
original copy is now in the hands of 
one of the most ardent lawyer col· 
lectors, William H. Townsend. 

Nearly every phase of Lincolniana 
has its joker, and in the law library 
it is the story of bow he acquired the 
volume of Blackstone. The discovery 
of the book in the bottom of a burrel 
of rubbish is a story familiar to all. 
The Howell biography which Lincoln 
read and corrected ststes, "He bought 
an old copy of Blackstone one day, at 
auction, in S~ringfield.'' 

Thi• compilation of law books has 
been made possible bv the generous 
assistance offered by the personnel in 
the Chicago University Lincoln collec­
tion, tlte University of Pennsylvania 
Library, and also by information fur­
nished by Oliver R. Barrett of Chicago, 
and H. E. Bazkcr of Los Angeles. 

Law Library 
•Atlarn11. John- A TreatiM on the P ·rlncll'!lea 

And 1'-f~llet oC tbe ActJon of Ajt<etment , 
1846. 

Angell. J. K.- Umitat.l.ona in EQuity, IS46. 
Angell, J. K. and AmC8, &mue1-A Tr(!atiw 

on t.ho l.Alw o( CorPOration41. 
A~hlbald-Crlt.~lna1 Law, 1840. 
Barbour, 0. l ,. And Harrlnct.on-EQuit.)' Vi­

itC!l:IL ot the U. $. 
Barbour, 0. 1~.-&1ult.y l)ige.!t or the u. S. 
BldJ.I~ &: M:t>Murtrlt>e-lndux lCt Engll11ll Corn· 

mon l...a.w. Z vobl. 
Jllu.ck*ton~mentarte., 011 Law" ot hnx• 

h&nd, .C vol11.. 
•Bowyf!r, Sir Coo,.._Cor:wut<ntaritot~ on Unl-

vt-tMI PubUc W.w, 1854. 
CklhLn-MiiiUu")· Lawa of th U. S .. 18&3. 
Chitty, JOIIC!Ph- A 1'r~tl~o~~ on Plet~dlnw~. J!M4. 
Chitty & T.mtvt~·rhe Law oC Curicf'tl. 
Cool~piltd IAwa ot th& SUite! or Mlc.bi· 

van, JS!ji'. 

CurW. G. T.-Uniud Statee Dixeet. lS46. 
Oenn. AmCH!I- Prlne.iple. o! M~lcal Jut"it,•nJ· 

dene41. 
<':ltnutn, Cbad'-.-5upn._'4nt' Court lJt«:istone. 

l $U, 
Gilman. Cbarle8-1'1tft IUlnc>b Con\·fo)·•nef.r. 

1846. 
•Gordon, Tbom.aa F .-Digct>t. o( tb" Lfo.w• or 

tho U. S •• 184<t, 
•Ct. Urit. Court y( J}:<ehequt>r.- A (;t-n(!ral IJI· 

tc:tt (1324·18~4). Vol. tl. Ui!W. 
• Ct. Brit.. Court o[ Exc:ht."Qu•·r.-R~L)(Wtfj ol 
(:a~ (13U·182.S). Vol. I. I!JZ3. 

•cc. Brit. Court of Bx<"hl'<lvur.- Jh•pOrtll of 
~ (1826-1880). Vol11. 1. 2. 3. 18$2-1 8$3. 

• Gt.. Ddt. Court of J::xchequ~r.-Rei)Or~ of 
Caee& (1880-1832). Volt. I. Z. 18S2·18SS. 

•Gt. Brit. Court of Jo..'xehe<ru•; r.-U~JJOrtll of 
C"~ (1832-1:!3-f.). Vol. ::. LUG. 

•r.t. Brit. CQurt of Exdu~qul!r.-lkt>O'r'U of 
Cake (1~34-LSat'i). Vol.11. l , 1, 1864. 

• Ct. Orit. C-ourt or E:xob(\(lue.r.-RQPOrLII of 
CaJe& (18~4i-l84H. Vol,. l. ~. G. n. 10. t&. 
18.5.5. 
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• Ct. Brit. Coun. of Ext.htcrutT.-Tb'l Exdlc:qa~ 
1-to~r.nort.!l (18.17-18.)6), Vol"J. 3-'7, 1)-lJ, 186-&• 
18G7. 

'GL. Brit. Court of &xe:b1.'11uer.- 'the E:x~h4!<IU~t 
R~pom (18$6-1852). Vol•. 1, 2, 4, lSG'l·'t 

Gt...e:nlea!. Simon- 1'l't'Mi,.,. on the LAw o( Evi-
denee. 1848. 

Horton- Amf'rlcnn Criminal Low. 
llllnoi• Conn~ntlon Jom·n~tl, 

lllluolll J ournn.l Huu~ Of ltcp .. lOth Ae,.-mbl,y, 
1836. 

lllinole Jour-nal How.e of H:<-at •• 9t-h 1\ll;&dftbly, 
1834. 

llllnol11 Sus)rt,·rna Court JtcLJOrtlf, t\: \'Obi .. 
183T·1SG:. 

Jlllnola Stacc: t;a,;~tt-.-er nml Ui!"M't~r-,y. 1):;Gl'l· 
1869. 

Illinois !:k>Mion LGwe. H!iS. 
IIJinula S...lon fA,wl!, 1841. 
llllnol• Rf,vlaed Utw,., IS41-184G. 
lllinola A-evl~ St&tul('a, lb-45. 
Jlllnolj l..:1v.t1, J't~Vi$iOn Of, Jb~. 
Indiana R<~:vlaed Stlltulti~. 1~'2:~. 
Kent. JeJ:ru~a--Comment"rl~ on Am(lric:&m Low. 

1 \'Ol1., HiSI. 
l -t1fttl f"orm• Cot' llllnola. 
Lh.•ln.:•ton, John- LI\W lt(l{ltter, lllS2. 
·~luunehuMUA--l.aw", St.nlutew, •·to:. Vol. 16. 

18.3-6. 
•N.,-w York (::it.att!) Court of Challt:o:"l';) - ( lbt:. 

1$2:6). Vol. 1. 1627. 
•Nt:w York (State) Court gf Cbant.(:l')', Volt-. 

G, 6. 8. II, 1839·184.8. 
•N.-w York (State) Court. u( Chnnc,.ry. Vol•. 

J. 3. 1847- 1849. 
Pai'Wina, ThOOilhilue--LA• or Contrac:te. :! 

\'01~.. ISS 7. 
Pet.eM, Ric-bard-The Puhlle St.~ttutt·t at I...er"" 

of the U. S. of 1\mc:rlc:n. 8 vol1 .. I MS. 
•P~l"ll. Richa.rd-DIKt!lll or Dtc:l~iOn~J in Com­

mon Law. Vol-t~. 1. 2, HH$, 
PMJilmor('o-OOmmer,uu•lt'M on Tnt.-rnndonal 

Law. l SSt, 
l'ulnnm, John P. -Oi~t.•t. of D('(bion•. Court 

of F.:<1uhy. 2 '\o'QIII •• ltl~l. 
Putnam. Jglln r. Uni~od St.!i\.eoe Di•'-'6t. l 

\·ot .. l~7. 
Puln11m, John P. SUI'l'lrmt"nt W Unit.ed 

St.l\l"ll Dig~l- VO"l. I, 2. 1$4'1, 
RMIIi~ld . liUla<" 1-... -J-\ t~hlrtk.#l Tr•••tiec on tbe 

L11w of Rt&U,.,·ar-. 1855. 
Smith, John W .--LAndlord tu~..J ·rennut, UICifi. 
• Smith, Joho W.-Selec:tion o! Lt><adlnx Ctu1t"t.. 

Vol. 2, 1862. 
Swkl~n &\•hJcmc.oe. 3 \·~ •• 1830. 
Suophen11- 0n Pi"lnclplf:! o( l 'll'Cidlng. 
Stcplum•- Comm\tlltlolrlelf Orl \hi) w ..... ll of Eng4 

land. {Conlmon Law of En.iJiand). .C \'Ole., 
1841. 

Sto•·r--Con•.m .. nlur-io;'IO on L:n• or .8alln1enta., 
1846. 

Stor)'--}tqulty Jul'i"&'ruden«. :! vol1~o., IS43. 
Tllylor, R. g,-A Tn•,H.II\<' oo PoiJOn• (}ltdlcal 

J urhipt'Uileu«-. t 
•v. $. Law•. Statutb, (.ott.. Vola. 1 ... ~. 184S. 
U. S. Act. AnU IW.tQ!utJont 30th Coogr<!l~. 

18•18. 
•u. S . Hou.'I€'-Seltoc:l. (;olnm,itl,.t'(' lo lnve~t.h;ate 

t.hv Conduet. {.){ tlu~ Pret~"ldeut. 36th Cong-n.>N, 
1360. 

•UpWn, P'rttnelt--Law of ~atlone AIJec.Unl( 
Comme«:o durh•.k Wl'lr, 1~63. 

•VAn HO)·thu,rMn, Y.'rcd.-EQollY l)r&ttsruan. 
1843. 

Wharwn. Fl'lll\da·- Criminal Ltt.w. lS.ii. 
•WhiLe. FrtdE-rld.-Selectlon ot 1.<-a•Jinf: <Aft"5 

In &.,ultr. Vol. 2 (Part.& l and 2) , 18tiZ. 
WIIU~&mw. JOt!ohua-PriucJ,,ll!ll of tho! r .. sw of 

R~ttl Propert::)•, l8.5T. 

fOclok~o in J~inroln libr•rr 1\t Chira.co l,.ni. 
HrA1n·. 


