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LINCOLN — DAY BY DAY
Among all the excellent publications issued by the

Abraham Lineoln Association, the series of books tracing
Lincoln's day-by-day activities are the most important
t:n::t_rihur.iunn to a comprehensive source library of Lin-
cOImianam,

The current edition is the third one in the series and
eovers the seven year period of Lineoln's life from 1840
to 1846 inclusive, It is edited by Harry E. Pratt, the sec-
retary of the assoeintion. In 1936 a volume of similar ar-
rangement was edited by Benjamin P, Thomas, compiling
incidents from 1847 to 1853, and in 1983 Paul M. Angle
brought out the first volume in the group which presented
episodes from 1854 to Mareh 4, 1861, inclusive,

Highlights of Seven Years

Lineoln's advances as both a lawyer and political leader
were marked during this period. From a junior partner in
two different law firms, he becomes the senior partner in
one of his own founding, and he advances politically from
tha Illinais Legislature to the United States Congress,

1840

Presidential year so Lincoln is absorbed in politics,

Campaigns for Harrison, going as far as tucky
for his first political speech in his native state.

Elected to the legislature for the fourth time,

1841
Breaks his engagement to Mary Todd.
Enters law partnership with Logan.
Tries case involving freedom of slave girl.
Starts for Louisville, Kentucky, for a visit with
Joghua Speed and remains away for over a month.

1842
Does not run as o candidate for legislature.
Challenged to a duel by Shields.
Marries Mary Todd.

1843
Pirst ehild, Robert Todd Lincoln, born.
Lincoln chosen as a Presidential elector.

1844
Purchases o home in Springfield.
Law partnership with Herndon formed.
Visits boyhood home in Indiana,
Campaigns as Presidential elector for Henry Clay.

1845
Delivers nddress at Fourth of July celebration at
Springfield.

1846

Second son, Edward Baker Lincoln, born.
Elected a representative to Congress,

The Eighth Judicial Circuit

The inclusion of mn&s showing the extent of the eighth
judieinl eireuit from the time it was established on Feb-
ruary 23, 1839, until February 11, 1857, was a timely
forethought, as the book covers the early years of the
circuit which paved the way for Lincoln's fame as a law-
VET.

Most of the entrles appearing in the book have been
compiled from the court records in the various countles
where Lincoln practiced, and they constitute the most de-

dable documentary source which one might discover,
t may nlso be observed bwading.thau court entries
that Lincoln was extremely ¥ even in the early days of
his practice.

Periods Lacking Biographieal Data

Mr, Pratt has done a remarkably fine piece of work in
discovering so many citations whiec duﬂn‘lltely locate Lin-
coln on some day during nearly every week, There are a
few long in s which may be ﬂll:tfill as time goes on.
Periods of approximately two weeks duration or more,
when Lincoln cannot be located, follow:

1840, Oct. %-Ul:l;. 18—Circuit courts of McLean, Liv-
ingston, DeWitt and Macon convened during this period.

1841, April 17-May 16—Circuit courts of McLean,
_Id::n:stm, DeWitt, and Champaign were in session at
intervals.

1842, Oect. 11-Oct. 24—Courts were in session in
Macon and Shelby Counties,

G 1843, May 23-June 4—Logan eircuit convened at this
me.

1844, May T7-May 20—The counties of Moultri
Shﬂlh:r: and Coles held courts, i s

1844, June 21-July 4—Lincoln may have been in Chi-
cago at some time during this parlug.

1844, Aug. 8-Sept. 4—Court in Tazewell County was
in session,

1844, Sept. 14-Se 25—MeLean vingsto
Counties held court, S i <

1845, April 19-April 30—Counties of MecLean
Ljvingémn held mm’-}t sessions, 2 -

1845, May 13-June 1—Courts
Mialbes, i Mikon. N B

1845, July 13-July 27—No clue.
1845, Aug. 12-Sept. 2—No elue,

1845, Det, 4-Oct. 23—Courts convened in V
Edgnr:calu, and Macon, ——

1846, June 11-July 17—No clua,
1846, Aug. 5-Sept. 5—No clue,

1848, Sept. 27-Oct, 11—Cireuit courts were held in
Livingston, DeWitt, Piatt, and Champaign Counties.

Lincoln's Sundays

Possibly the most noticeable omission in the book is the
g T Gers el B aacate's WsswvioE oo B
; & Were @ BEVED Years cov-
ered by the book, but there is no single in:huc:mor&ed
:th&gmn:ﬂ t'ﬁ';thl::‘di:l ot in i
Wever, not engage in religious

worship during this period.

On eight different Sundays he is known to have written
letters, most of I:hupemnl.l. But one political speech is
recorded, and one political conference h there were
undoubtedly others. Two busineas conferences are also re-
fnnieﬂ. The very few other Sunday notations refer to

rave

It would be a favor, indeed, if readers of Lincoln Lore,
learning of Abraham Lincoln's whereabouts during any
of the intervals mentioned or on any Eundud';' during the
seven years period, would eommunieate with the editor,
and he will compile such information for Mr. Pratt,

Lingoln 1540-1546 Belng the qm = mﬂm of Abra-
ham Lineoln from January 1, 31, 1846,
Harry E. Pratt, Abraham Lincoln Assoclation. Price $3.75, A



