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THE PETERSEN HOUSE

The house standing at 616, formerly numbered 463,
Tenth Street Northwest in Washington has become one
of the nation's most impressive shrines. Here Abraham
Lincoln passed away in a room smaller than the eahin
room in which he was born.

Immediately after the President was shot by the
assassin Booth at Ford's Theatre on the night of April
14, 1865, Dr. Charles Taft examined the prostrate body
of Lincoin and ordered it removed to the nearest bed. Dr.
Taft states that in directing those carrying the body he

upon reaching the street a man
standing on the porch of a house just oppo-
site the theatre, “To that house I directed
my steps,” he eaid, “and was pleased to find
a neat room at the end of the hall, with-
ot ng upstairs. The single bed was
pulled out from the corner of the room and
the dying President laid upon it diagonally,

his extreme length not admitting any other
position,”

The house to which the body of the un-
conscious Lincoln was taken was occupicd
the family of Mr. W. Petersen, and the dwell-
ing has sinee become known as the Petersen
House. The building, a three-sl;nrir brick
with a “light” basement which virtually
made it a four-sto hulltilliﬁ_ was under
construction when riham Lincoln was in
Congress in 15849,

Mr. Petersen evidently became offended be-
cause his home had been called a tenement
house by some of the news reporters, and he
had this iﬁmmtm corrected by Leslie's
weekly wh commended, “Mr. Petersen’s
house in which the President died is one of
the most respectable houses in Washington
and not a tenement house . . . It is one of
the highest of its class,”

There were several roomers in the house,
however, and the room where the body of the
President was taken was rented by William
T. Clark. Four other men were inmates of
the home as indicated by this interesting ex-
corpt from Leslie's paper of April 29, 1865:

WArtistie Accuracy

_ “We present to our readers below conclus-
ive and unsolicited evidence of the accuracy
of our engraving of the scene at the deathbed

sions are about ten by fifteen feet, Some engravings and
a photograph hang upon the walls. The engravings were
copies of the ‘Village Blacksmith,’ and Herring’s ‘Stable
and Barnyard Scenes.! The photogruph was one taken
from an engraved mlx of Rosa Bonheur's ‘Horse Fair'
The only furniture in the room was a burean ecovered with
crochet, a table, eight or nine plain chairs, and the bed u

which Mr. Lincoln lay when his spirit took its flight. The
bedstead was a low walnut, with headboard from two to
three feet high. The floor was carpeted with Brussels

i :‘E‘r worn. Eve ing on the
was stained with the blood of the Chief Mag-
istrate of the nation.”

. One wonders why a much larger bedroom
just in back of the parlor was not used in
preference to the hall bedroom as it contained
a bed, but Dr. Taft's comment and a citation
by Mr. Oldroyd may mnswer the question.
Apparently the bed in the large room was not
macdao up, whila Dy, Taft refers to Clark's
room as “a neat bedroom.”

_A letter which William Clark wrote to his
sister Ida four days after the assassination
has been preserved and reveals some interest-
ing side lights on this last host to the mar-
tyred President:

“Dear Sister Ida:

“Today the funeral of Mr. Lincoln takes
place . . . Hundreds daily call at the house
to gain admission to my room. [ was en-
ﬁg&d nearly all Sunday with one of Frank

lie's special artists, aiding him in making
a_complete drawing of the last moments of
Mr. Lincoln, as 1 know the position of every-
one present. He succeeded in executing a fine
sketch, which will appear in their paver. He
wishuf to mention the names of all pictures
in the room, particularly the photograph of
i;uumif, Clara, and Nannie; but I told him
1e must not do that, as they were members
of my fnmiltr and T did not wisgh them to be
made 50 pu lic, le also urged me to Eive
him my picture, or at least nl’l‘uw him to take
my sketch, but 1 could not see that either.
Everybody has a great desire to obtain some
memento from my room, 80 thot whoever
comes in has to be closely watched for fear

of President Lincoln:

Washington, D. C., 453 10th Street,

Sunday, April 16, 1865,
“We, the undersigned, inmates of No. 453
10th street, Washington, D. C., the house in
which President Abraham Lineoln died, and

NIAGRAM :u:r THAT PART OF
ROUSE UTILIZED ON FATAL
NIGHT.

1. Front lor occupled by
Mrs. lTr:‘mln‘T"

L. Bk lar led by See-
retary Rhll:l.l:m I':;“ﬁ- prelimi-
nary exnuminatbon of witnesed.

3, Hall balroom in which the
Trrsident died.

they will steal something. 1 have a lock of
Mr. Lincoln's hair, which 1 have had neatly

: also a piece of linen with a portion
of his brain. The pillow and case upon which
he lay when he died, and nearly all his wear-
ing apparel, I intend to send to Robert Lin-
min as soon as the funeral is over as [ eon-
sider him the most justly entitled to them.

being present at the time of his death, do
hereir certify that the sketches taken by Mr.
Albert Berghaus, Artist for Leslie's [Hlustratod News-
eper, are correct,

HENRY ULKE, THOS. PROCTOR,
JULIUS ULKE, WM. T. CLARK,

W. PETERSEN, H. 5. BAFFORD.™

To the artist Berghaus we are indebted for a minute
description of the death chamber:

“The room In which the President died is in the rear
part of the building, and at the end of the main hall, from
which rises a stairway. The walls are covered with a
brownish paper, figured with a white design. Its dimen-

The same mattress s on my bed, and the
same coverlid eovers me nightly that covered him while
dying . . -

“Your affee. brother,
Willie."

Sixteen years later the house was in possession of Louis
Achade, and the room in which Lincoln died became the
playroom for Mr. Schade's children, The memorial asso-
cintion of the District of Columbia leased the house and
it was opened as a museum on October 17, 1893, It is now
the property of the government and its restoration has
been directed so as to create the su ings ns they
appeared on the night of Lincoln’s death.



