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SHERWOOD’S ABE LINCOLN

Fact and fancy, the natural environments in which
historians and pl tz orient their characters, have
united to a rem e degree in the realistic dramatic

msmt.:di;im of “Abe Ianmin in Ilinois" by Robert E.

OrwWo

A careful recorder of events, tenaclously searching for
hiographical data through dusty or musty archi\rea. often
fails to recognize his cnrrectl;r delinented personage when

.Fm the drama. F

r.'-u-u rudy merging from some myster-

nf:'"' license has moulded the
&rﬂwhi[c hllt«nrimt fi i saint or a sinner—usually
a sinner—there ﬂ identify him with his

former salf. Thls is mot true with respect to Sherwood's
Li i:liuﬂun, who retains most of his well-established charac-
teristics,

All of the honor for the remarkable success of Sher-
wood's production should not, however, go to the play-
wright. Both Raymond Massey who plays Abraham Lin-
wln and Muriel Kirkland who plays Mary Tedd Lincoln,
Ly n sympathetic interpretation of these characters, eon-
tribute much to a more appreciative understanding of
Mr, and Mrs. Lincoln than the W of the score re-
veals, One finds himself less apt to eriticize Sherwood's
rither harsh in retation of Mrs. Lincoln as the

played by Miss Kirkland, and even the wholly
luncni! episode in which Lincoln curses his wife is mm:ln
less objectionable by the repentant attitude which Mr.
Mmqr. as Mr. Lincoln, immedintely assumes after speak-
the strange and unnatural line. (p. 67).

While it is believed that historians as a group have
i rlnudﬂl the Sherwood play, they have, of course, been
n.ﬁe to point out some episodes aside from the cursing
geene which are not true to fact. Mr. Sherwood states in
the intumxting epilogue in the Frintnd text that in dealing
with Lincoln “a strict regard the plain truth is more
than obligatory; it is obviously -.lerimhin" (p. 190). He
thus invites a critieal review of the historical accuracy
of his work, especially as it relates to Abraham Lincoln.

Great injostice is done to all the Lincolns and Hankses

back of Abraham Lincoln. Although none of them
us characters in the play, t.hnr Mm
Sherwood culls them

“eiff-raf™, as 55). Li:nnulh'
ternal grandmother was not nl.m I" ; * and ul:eTli:a
not die in Indiana as il!n,,-n-d 1} Bn ther

und her daughter, Lincoln's ed as wom-
en of bad reputation whinh is not ln keeping with the
uetunl evidence about them (p. 57).

Sherwood makes Lincoln cnmplnhu about t.'na n:win
propensity of his father which eaused Abraham ﬁ
to recall that they were continually moving. T]u fm..-t i
that up to the time the President wns twenty-one years
of age he could have recalled moving but once, and when
hlrli u;hli.-r migrated to Ilﬁ::f:’d.im]; lall'l'tm:he old home
ifter he lmphutmn
that his u:ﬁm- Was cg'ﬁtinu:lly f.? h:g’ at everything is
far from the truth (p. 8).

The manner in which the whole Ann Rutledge episode
is portrayed is especially refreshing after so many ridic-
ulous attempts to dramatize the romance. The inaccura-
cies which do appear are of no mnt mn ence al-
though Lincoln's mental attitude after A.nn’ eath may
be exaggerated. Possibly it should be said that Ann was
not descended from the aristocratic family of Rutledges
in South Carolina as implied (p. 18, 55).

lthmwtwmmmwm& per=
sist in telling again the old traditional wedding
which has long been discarded as fiction by all depemi.uhlu
historians (p. 99). He does, however, seem to handle the
preliminaries w led up to Jmul.% 1, 1841 with fine
umiarnt.anding'. and some of the of that day mny
wlao be correctly presented,

The chronological development of the drama with re-
o.f historical inciden

spect to the accuracy ts seems to be
quite correct with one n.ThnDnRAm
:truhzt:dtlinmmudfmr&

the result that in 1840 the alleged

child and the able criminal lawyer, Abraham Lineoln, ha.d
been pmt[:ing'hutthm rauulp 00). Speaking of Lin
coln's law training reminds t Lincoln did not
find the B “in a barrel" b'lﬂ- bought it at Spring-
field (p. 34).

Some liberties are taken by Sherwood in choosing the
words which Lincoln is alleged to have used with respect
to the mulatto population, but of eourse it is in harmony
th the modern viewpoint to include a few risque lines
ﬂ::. t}u llﬂa:'antongnad patrons to talk about between the
a P

Mr. Ehnrwulinhw]ﬂnnthmd!ﬂrluvmgln im-
pression that lignor was used in the Lincoln home which he
must have known was tely untroe. There is no fact
about Lincoln's home life in Springfield more positively
established by Lincoln’s own written words than the ab-
BENCG 11 wﬂ]ad fnhr? of inmxiuh:h in his house., Lincolr
never in ve “something stronger”
even if they did prdrr it (p. 168).

o playwright admits in the e n e to the written
ta:t ﬂwt e has taken some n building up the
character af William Herndon, Thm naenu to ha far too
much emphasis placed on the little influence which Hern-
don may have on Lincoln's thlnldng Herndon a
parently had little contact with Lincoln until 1844 when h
WiE en into partnership by the man ten years hm
senior. The letters which between Lincoln and
Hernd:m d-:- not imply that the junior law partner was

ﬂ.lnmr of the more intelligent Lincoln.
urh.hl:la Htﬂuhu was not lecturing
moln duties to i.hu country.

Possibly the same ob on might be raised with re-

spect to the influence of Mary Todd over her hushand's

litical aspirations. He had elected to the Illlnniu

rngluln.tun for three terms before he met her and had

me the outstanding Whig leader in [llinois.

That she did encourage him to n very great extent in his
subsequent political efforts must be admitted.

The play as a whnle. however, is the most satisfactory

Lincoln drama thus fax gee prﬂnhdtrfz:tmtht:ep]wewﬁlgt of

historical accuracy abili aywright to
interpret the real Lineoln.

Mention should be made of the printed text which has
the :ldrlnd a&nn of a ril:mpc?;ntmn whifh will hhu
a y historians ot many p nywﬁg L]
Euvc bj;unp anuu h to aﬁﬁm the reader of instancoes
where it has been of %: and some time of necessity
in the movement of the rlg.'n depart from the actual his-
torical setting. The his g would not be so apt to find
fault with what is termed a historical drama if such com-
ments were available with each dramatic presentation. Mr,
Sherwood is one of our first Lincoln playwrights who has
shown much respect of history,
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