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THE LINCOLNS AND THE METHODIST CLERGY

Carlisle once said, “The religion of
a man is the chief fact concerning
him." If this be true it is quite im-
t to observe the contacts of the
incoln family with ministers of var-
ious faiths. The h‘[ethnd;s& iChurr.h
presents an interesting and Impres-
sive group of clergymen who gre
infl Lincoln dim:tlf um
rectly; Benjamin Ogden, Jesse Head,
G-enrﬁe L. Rnfem. Peter Cartright,
and Matthew Simpson.
Jesse Head

In the community where Thomaa
Lincoln w to m and where
Nancy i«hmka was living in the home
of her Uncle Richard Berry, there also
regided a preacher of the Methodist
faith by the name of Jesse Head. He
wns born in Frederick County, Mary-
land, on June lﬂf 1768, and as early as

¥

1797 he had arrived in Kentucky.
The Washin County Court on
Feh 71 authorized him to

“golemnize the rites of matrimunr’
and three years later on June 12, he
perved as officiating clergyman at the
wedding of Thomas Lincoln and Nancy
thlnh. two yu:ung Feuplu whom he -}lﬁd
own personally lor many years. Lhe
duly recorded certificate of the mar-
riage he ormed for the future par-
ents of Abraham Lincoln may be ob-
served in the clerk's office of the
‘;.:i'uhjnmn County, Kentucky, court-
OuSE.

Benjamin Ogden

'}';I‘hejl-'irﬂt Wuﬁﬂ;ﬁﬁn%m til:a
title given to ¥
Redford, a Methodist historian of note
who wrote, “His name was the syno-
nym of eourage and suffering. He had
alone traversed the wilds, swum its
rivers and encountered diffienlty and
danger.” In 1786, at the age of twen-
ty-two, Ogden was the only preacher
in Kentucky named in the minutes of
the Methodist Church.

After Thomas Lincoln and Nancy
Hanks were married by Jesse Head in
Wuhinfwn County they moved im-
mediately to Elizabsthtown where
Thomas Lincoln had already been
closely associated with Ben O who
had been living in Elizabethtown for
many years. Like mosat of the early
ministers, he supplemented his relig-
ious work with manual labor., Ogden
followed the oeccupation of ined
maker. Thomas Lﬂmnln was closely
associated with him as their names ap-
;p«ulr toguél:er on n‘ilénn:u{; d—acguigunts. L
early as the year g n was in
Eliuhejt&m;n and for the rnv::t.E fe;
years ned more young people
matrimony than any of tie ministers
in the eounty. On 13, 1806, he

officiated at the wedding of Daniel
Johnston and Sarah Bush. Sarzh
Bush Johnston later became the step-
mother of Abraham Lineoln.

George L. Rogers

The marriage of Thomas Lincoln to
his second wife, the widow Sarah
Bush Johnston, was solemnized on De-
nmnk:erhﬂ. 1;:9. in Eliuhithtnwn. Kﬂih
tucky, by BRev. George t
is important to note that on both oc-
casions when a marriage was antici-
ﬁlted by Sarnh, she sought out a

ethodist clergyman to perform the
ceremony, indicating that she was
closely associated with this chuorch
body if not affiliated with it.

Rogers was born in Farquier Coun-
ty, Virginia, on April 30, 1793. After
migrating to Kentucky he was or-
dained n Deacon l;{ﬂ arcus Lindsey
and an elder by Bishop Soule. He pro-
duced credentials of his ordination on
February 2, 1819, which gave him
the authority to “celebrate the rites
of matrimony” and that same year of-
ficiated at the Lincoln-Johnston wed-
ding. Rogers was termed a loeal
preacher and followed the trade of
wheelwright and chair maker. He
lived to ninety-nine years of age.

Peter Cartright

No name among Lincoln's early
litical opponents become more
miliar than that of Peter Cartright.
He was probably known to Linccin'a
father and mothor as he preached for
a while in Washington County, Ken-
tucky in 1806, as {8 evident from this
record which appears on the county
order book of that year,

“On the motion of Peter Cartright,
a minister of the gospel of the Me
dist Church, he having made cath and
with Samuel Poter and Jesse Head,
his security executed and acknow-
ledged bond as the law directs a tes-
timonial is granted him to solemnize
the rites of marriage.”

Lincoln first encountered the Metho-

dist circuit rider when they were both
candidates for the Le ture from
Sangamon County in 1 This time

Cartright was one of the four success-
ful candidates while Lincoln failed to
place among the four men to be elect-
ed. It was in 1846, however, when the
real battle for political supremacy
was wa between Lincoln and Cart-
right, this time Lincoln being the sue-
cessful candidate. This interesting
contest n Iu%: alive in the
memories of the people by the tradi-
tional story which claima that during
the Congressional race Linecoln at-
tended a religious meeting in which

t, the minister, asked how

many wanted to go to heaven. Lin-
coln not rcplyinE in the affirmative
Cartright asked him where he wanted
ta F?L “To Congress,” Lineoln ans-
wer:

Methodist Ministers Committes

While Lincoln was ly ac-
quainted wit.. severnl Methodist cler-
Eymen he was on one occasion visited

¥ a committee of Methodist minis-

ters from a conference assembled in
FPhiladelphia. To their address of as-
surance of the unfaltering support of
Methodists, Lincoln replied:

“Gentlemen,

“In response to your address, allow
me to attest the accuracy of its his-
torical statements; indorse the senti-
E;ntn it expresses; and thank you, in

nation's name for the sure promise
it gives.

“Nobly sustained as the government
has been by all the churches, 1 would
utter nothing which might, in the
least, ap invidious against any.

:’;;1&. without this, it may fairly be
that the Methodist E iscopal
Chureh, not less devoted than tgm best,
is by its greater numbers, the most
important of all. It is no fault in
others that the Methodist Church
sends more soldiers to the field, more
nurses to the hospital, and more
prayers to Heaven than any. God bless
the Methodist Church—bless all the
churches—and blessed be God, who, in
this our great trial, giveth us the

churches,
“A. Lincoln”
Matthew Simpson

The most distinguished of all the
Methodist clergymen with whom Lin-
coln eame in contact was Bishop Simp-
son. His acquaintance with the Presi-
dent began in [llinois and he was a
frequent visitor at the White House
during the war. On occasions Bishop
Simpson was called into conferences
with the President and at the opening
of the Sanitary Fair in Philadelphia,
President Lineoln requested that the
Bishop represent him and give the
opening

Bishop Simpson delivered the clos-

ing ““1033' of a long series of tributes
which had been paid to the departed
Lincoln. He seems to have been se-

lected for this office as America’s ont-
standing cler an who was closely
associated with the President. The
closing words of Hluhngﬁimpmn’a fu-
neral oration over the body of Lincoln

follow:

“We crown thee as our martyr, and
Humanity enthrones thee as her tri-
fu.:.hrewnlj. phll:ltnson. Hero, martyr, friend,



