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The eity of Chieago is fortunate in
having two herole bronze statues of
Abraham Lineoln by the sculptor, St
Gaudens. One is a standing figure lo-
cated in Lincoln Park close to North
Avenue Boulevard, the other is a por-
trait of Lincoln seated, which occupies
a commanding site in Grant Park at
the foot of Van Buren street. While
art critics almost unanimously have
selected the standing figure as the
premier piece of art among the more
than fifty heroic Lincoln statues in
America, the sculptor himself felt that
his seated Lincoln was his master-
piece,

St. Gaudens wns born in Dublin,
Ireland, on March 1, 1848, of a French
futher and an Irvish mother, He was

brought te New York when but six
mon old, As a youth he became a
eameo-cutter and began his studies in
art at Cooper Institute in 1861. After
studying in Paris and Rome, he re-
turned to New York in 1852, It was
not long, however, before he became
establiched in his studio at Cornish,
New Hampshire. Here both of his
Lincoln studies were completed and
for a quarier of a eentury sent out
from his workshop many famous
sculptures, He died at Cornish in 1907,
and here a beautiful memorial has
been erected to his memory.

The Original Standing Lincoln in
Lincoln Park, Chicago
The magnificent Lincoln

the summer of 1886
and the plaster study was made ready
for cast The moment the finished
work wis mpmd for criticism it was
at once acclaimed as an unusual and
remarkable work of art. It was un-
veiled October 27, 1887, Originality of
design was unduuhtedljr responsible
for the statue’s almost immediate rec-
ognition as a surpassing study. There

bten  man figures and
many standing res created by dif-
feremt sculptors but a hercic bronze
representing one who had but just re-
cently risen from his seat was some-
thin wl';ir.h had not been achieved up
to t time.

The immedinte surroundings of the
gtatute contribute much to its com-
manding appearance, It Is set within
an oval enclosure and around three
gides of the platform curves n stone
sgeat, The steps approaching the almm
tion are pleasing and several
tions from Lineoln's famous spem:hes

was cumy’lul‘.ﬂ[ in
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are engraved artistieally upon back-
grounds of both stone and bronze as-
soclated with the exedrs, The donor of
the famous work of art was Eli Bates
whose name appears on the base of
'Il:le statue, The approximate cozt of

the masterplece was $40,000,

A contributor to Centwry Magazine
for November, 1887, made this com-
ment on the statue:

“This Lincoln, with his firmly
planted feet, his erect body, and his
gquared shoulders, stands az & man ac-
customed to face the people and sway
them at his will, whiln the slightly
d’mnred head and the quiet, yet not

ve hands express the meditative-
ness, the self-control, the conseien-
tiousness of the philnuupher who re-
flected well before he spoke, of the
moralist who realized to the full the
responsibilities of utterance, The dig-
nity of the man and his simplicity; his
strength, his inflexibility and his ten-
derness; his goodness and his cour-
age; his intellectunl confidenee and his
humility of soul; the poetic cast of his
thmlgilh, the hu‘m!l vigor of his man-
Ner, n ﬁn; gadness of his
spirit; all thm may be read in the
wonderfully ideal portrait
which the mlptur l";u ereated,”

The same contributor draws this
conclusion about the merits of the
statue: “It is the most important com-
memorative work that Mr. St. Gau-
dms has yet produced and may well

remnin the mogt important of his lifa,
There would be no nobler task for an
American sculptor than the task of
fepmaentlnu the greatest of all Amer-
eans.’

The Seated Lincoln in Grant
Park, Chicago

It is said that St. Gaudens was
never satisfied with his Lin-
coln and received the commission to
do a seated Lincoln with great joy.
After working for twelve years on his
new study of Lincoln he remarked
ﬁm the conelusion of the work, “T am

ling to render it as my tribute to
Abraham Lincoln." He considered it
onge of his greatest achievements and
superior to his standing figure of the
Emancipator. The interpretation of
Lincoln as visunlized by St. Gaudens
in the seated statoe, portrays the
President expressive of the isolation
in which he stood in the erucial period
of the Civil War, An interesting detail
of the study is the famous Lincoln
shawl which appears draped over the
back of the chair, The statoe in reality
was St. Gaudens' last outstanding con-
tribution to American sculpture. He

finished the model in 1806 and the fol-
lowing yenr he passed nway,

Pousibly it Is well that the seulptor
did not live to see his most cherished
wark shipped about the eountry and
stored in warchousea until twelve
vearas elapsed before It was at last
placed upon its permanent foundation,
Soon after it wis completed it was ex-
hibited in the Metropolitan Museum in
New York. In 1015, it was shipped to
San Franciseo where it was on display
at the Panama-Pacifie Exposition. For
a decade it was in storage in an old
ghed in Chieago, until finally it was
;;;Ewﬁlllcd on its present site, May 81,

The delay in placing the scated Lin-
eoln was doe largely to the form of the
bequest by Johln Crerar, the donor,
who left 100,000 for the erection of &
Lincoln in bronwe. He stipulated in his
will that it wns "to face south in &
southorn part of the city of Chicago.”
It might be said that literally the site
had to be made for the statue before a
satisfactory one was available, The
statue is situnted in a semi-cireular
amphitheatre, one hundred and thi
five feet in dinmeter, At the front
of the white marble exedra are two
sione columns fifty feot high. The ar-
chitectural surroundings have contri-
buted much to the idea of izalation
which the statue expresses,

Repliea of the Standing Lincoln
in London

Although Lincoln was often a wisi-
tor in Chicago, it is not likely that the
environment of sither Lincoln Park or
Grant Park contributes quite so much
to their respective statues of Lincoln
as the atmosphere of London contri-
butes to the replica of St. Gaudens'
gtanding Lincoln. On one side West-
minster Abbey, and on the other the
Houses of Pnrimmnnl‘. look down up-
on the statue. Lincoln in this setting
pzszumes the proportions of a great in-
ternational figure.

Among all the bronze studies of
Lincoln which had been created in
America, the standing Lincoln by St.
Caudens was sslec as the most
worthy one to present to the Enuiish
people. 1t was unvelled on Jul
1929, At the dedicatory services, Llo
Geo suid on behalf of the British
people, “In o few moments we shall
gee unveiled before our eyes o present-
ment in bronge of the best known his-
torical face in the Anglo-Saxon world
—in fact one of the few best-known
faces in the whole world. [ doubt
whether any stutesman who ever lived
sank so deeply into the hearts of the
people of many lands.”



