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THE INDIANA FARM—HOME OF LINCOLN'S YOUTH

Thers has been much confusion
about Thomas Lincoln's land transac-
tiong in Indiana slthough he occupied
the same home gite there for fourteen
vears. While it is admitted by early
biographers that Thomas Lincoln se-
cured a patent for his land, Lamon
says, “It is wvery probable that the
money which finally secured the pat-
ent was furnished by Gentry or Aaron
Grigeby and the title passed out of
Lincoln’s name in the course of the
transaction.” Lamon also quotes Den-
nis Hanks as follows: “He (Thomas
Lincoln) settled on & piece o‘f EOVErn=
ment land—eighty acres. This land, he
afterwards bought under the two dol-
lar act: was to pay for it in install-
ments, one-half he paid, the other half
he never paid, and finally lost the
whole of the land.”

In the process of preparing his bio-

phy of Lincoln, William H. Hern-
m wrote to the General Land Office
for information about the patent is-
sued to Thomas Lincoln for his In-
diana land. He received the following
reply.

“1 have the honor to state, pursuant
to the Secretary's reference, that on
the fifteenth of October, 1817, Mr.
Thomas Lincoln then of Perry County,
Indiana, entered under the old credit
system,—

1. The South-west Quarter of sec-
tion 32, in township 4, South of Range
§ West, lying in Spencer County, Ind.

2. Afterwards the said Thomas Lin-
eoln relingquished to the United States
the east half of the said South-west
Quarter; and the amoont paid thereon
was passed to his credit to complete
payment of the west half of the South-
west quarter of section 32 in townshi
4, South of Range b West; and acco
ingly n patent was issued to Thomas
Lincoln for the latter tract. The pat-
ent was dated June 6, 15827, and was
gigned by John Quiney Adams, then
President of the United States, and
countersipned by George Graham,
then commissioner of the General
Land Office,"

This information about completing
payment on the land he retained
should settle for all time the gquestion
about Thomas Lincoln's title to his
Indiana farm. The fact that he relin-
quished part of his land after ten
vears pozsession has been used as evi-
dence against his industry and good
sense. A law was passed stipulatin
that any land then in possession o
those entering it might be relin-
quished at the same price for which it

wags originally rchased and the
amount paid credited on any other
property for which the patentee might
be in debt to the government.

Lineoln evidently went to Vincennes
in 1827 with his two closest neighbors,
Thomas Carter and Thomas Barrett,
each of the three Thomases relin-
quished half of hiz own quarter sec-
tion. This was a wise business deal
which allowed them to dispose of their
poorest land at the same price per
acre they had paid for all of it.

Another Linecoln land transaction
which has caused some confusion is
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x—5ite of cabin,
y—Hurial pluco of Naney Hanks Lineoln.

A, B—3Southwest one quarter of sectlon 32,
T. 48, R.'E"W.

A—One-half quarter sectlon retained.
B—0One-half quarter section relinguished.

CG—Forty acren purchased from Casebier In
Section 81,

Shaded portion—Land in orlginal Lincoln sse-
tion mow part of Noney Honks Lineoln
Stnte Park.

the sale of the homestead at the time
of the removal to Illinois. Herndon
claims Lincoln =old out to James Gen-
try. Gentry did eventually come in
poasession of the land but he did not
buy from Thomas Lincoln the tract of
eighty acres on which Lincoln was
living in 1830. The Spencer County
deed book shows that Thomas Lineoln
sold the home tract to Charles Grigsbhy
for the sum of 3125.00. Grigshy held a
bond on Lincoln given two months
earlier so probably thiz was the sec-
ond payment, Grigshy sold the farm

five years later to Edlery Brown for
£200.00, Brown kept the property for
a little over a vear and made a profit
of $40.00 on it, and the following year
on January 11, 1838, it passed into the
hands of Joseph Gentry at the same
figure.

Joseph Gentry divided this property
and the north 40 acres was sold in
1850 to Elijah Winkler and three
years later the south 40 acres was sold
to William Oskins. That same year
Oskins obtained possession of the
north 40 aecres from James Gentry,
who had in the meantime bought out
his son, Joseph's interest. Five years
later the entire eighty acres was again
acquired by James Gentry. On Novem-
ber 28, 1871, Gentry deeded the land
with swml other tracts to Henry
Lewis, ete., “Except and reserving the
1u§ house known as the Lincoln house™

jich was built by Abraham Lincoln
and his father, Thomas, and which has
been theretofore sold.

In this transaction, Henry Lewis
and his associates mequired the entire
quarter section which was originally
entered by Lineoln. The new owner
cut up this one hundred and sixty
acrea and some adjacent land into
building lots, The town of Lincoln City
grew up on this site.

In tracing this property from Tho-
mag Lincoln, the original patentee,
down to the division of the section in-
to town lots by Lewis, one fact discov-
ered by the editor of Lincoln Lore
many years apo, which has not heen
generally known, was brought to
light, Thomas Lincoln owned twenty
acres of land in section 31 adjacent to
his eighty acres, giving him a full
hundred acres appaﬂ-ntl:.r free of debt.
This twenty acres sold to Thomas Lin-
coln, was patented May 9, 1817, by
David Casebier. There is some evi-
dence that when Linecoln moved to
Illinois, he traded a few acres of land
to John Romine for a horse and this
may be the land. On March 11, 1834,
James Gentry sold to Joseph Gentry,
the southeast quarter of section 31 and
the deed states “there being twenty
acres of the said last quarter section
of land =old by David Casebier to Lin-
coln.”

Twenty acres of land which sur-
rounded the Lincoln cabin home on the
eighty acre tract was acquired a few
vears ago by the Indiana Lincoln
Union and it is mow a part of the
Naney Hanks Memorial State Park
which is comprised of 1300 acres of
ani adjacent to the Lineoln's Indiana

ome,



