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LINCOLN’S THREE SECRETARIES

Lincoln's secretarial force for the
greater part of his administration con-
gisted of three men: John G. Nicolay,
John Hay and W. 0. Stoddard. The
names of Nicolay and Hay are more
often associnted by Lincoln book col-
lectors than any other names in Lin-
coln history, while the name of Stod-
dard iz too little known, considering
the important place he occupled in the
routine of the White House,

Among all the writings relating to
Lincoln's activities during the presi-
dential yesrs, none should be given
more careful consideration than the
many volumes publizhed by these threz
secretaries of the President., The fact
that for some time they lived day and
night under the zame roof with Mr.

coln, should have put them in a
position to speak with authority on
some questions where others have
merely speculated.

All three secretaries were contempo-
raries with Lincoln in the Hlinois coun-
try and known to him before his eleva-
tion to the Presidency. The executive
as well as the domestic quarters at the
White House were ?reduminutdy in-
fluenced by an Illinols atmosphere,

Jolin . Nicolay

Strictly speaking, John G. Nicolay,
was the only private secretary of the
President for whom a salary appro-
priation was available, He was born
in Bavaria and was twenty-nine years
old at the time of Lincoln's inaugurn-
tion. His service to Mr. Lincoln, how-
ever, began back at Springfield, shortly
after the Chicago Convention of 1861,

Nicolay had come to America when
but six years of age and settled with
his father in Cin ti. At sixteen
he entered the office of the Pike County
Press and within five years was the
proprietor and editor of the paper. He
secured a position in the office of the
Becretary of State at Springfield, Illi-
nois in 1857 and was working there
when Abraham Lincoln was nominated
for the Presidency. When Lincoln se-
cured the Governor's room in the State-
house, for his campaign headquarters,
he eame in eclose contact with Nicolay
who was soon mgaged to take care of
his seeretarial work.

Niealny was very dependable and as
downright honest as Lineoln himself.
Stoddard had occasion to refer to Nico-
lay in the following terms: “People
who do not like him—becauze they can-
not use him—say he is sour and crusty.
The President showed his judgment of
men when he put Mr. Nieolay just

where he is, with a kind — and
amount — of authority which it is not
easy to describe.”

Nicolay collaborated with Hay in the
best known publications bearing his
name: “A History of Abraham Lin-
coln,” 10 volumes, 18090, Following this
came the “Complete Works of Abra-
ham Lincoln,” 2 volumes, 1894. The
two-volume work appeared in a re-
vised 12 volume “Gettysburg Edition™
in 18056 and more recently in the “Liu-
coln Memorial University Edition™ in
12 volumes,

A little known brochure “Abraham
Lincoln,” 1882, a reprint “Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address,” 1804, and "A
Short Life of Abraham Lincoln," 1902,
were zll from the pen of Mr. Nicolay
personally., His daughter is the au-
thor of "The Boy's Life of Abraham
Lincoln,”™ 1906 and “Personal Traits of
Abrakam Linealn " 1912,

Jofeia Hoy

The youngest of Lincoln's three sec-
retavies, John Hay, became the most
famous of the trio. He was born in
Salem, Indiana, October 8, 1838, After
graduating from Brown f!nimrait‘{_lin
1858, he removed to Springfield, INli-
nois, where he stodied law and was ad-
mitted to practice in the Supreme
Court of Ilinoiz in 1861.

John Hay received his preliminary
tminini in the law office of Milton
Hay, who was associated with Stephen
Logan, a former er of Linecoln's.
The Logan and Hay offices occupied
rooms ndjacent to those of Lincoln and
Herndon, so young Hay often came in
contact with Abroham Lincoln in the
months preceding Lincoln's nomina-
tion for the Presidency.

One of John Hay's elose friends in
Springhield was John G. Niecolay and
when Mr. Lineoln's correspondence be-
came 50 voluminous that some assist-
ance was needed, Hay often helped him
out. It is likely that Hay gradually
made himself indispensable to Lin-
caln in very much the same way Nieo-
lay had dome. John Hay accompanied
Lincoln to Washinglon in 1881, Tech-
nically he was never a secre to the
President. Although he served Presi-
dent Lineoln for more than three
vears, he was lsted as o elerk under
the jurisdiction of the Pension Office,
agsigned to special clerieal work at the
White House.

Wittiam Osborn Stodderd

The assistant secretary of Mr, Lin-
eoln, as he was sometimes ealled, was

W. 0, Stoddard. He wus born in
Homer, Court County, New York, Sep-
tember 24, 1835, Stoddard was the son
of a bookseller and publisher. He grad-
uated from the University of Roches-
ter in 1858 and soon moved to Tllinois
where he became editor of the Central
Ilinois Gazette at Champaign,

Although Steddard’s paper was not
the first to mention Lincoln as presi-
dentinl timber, it was his editorial
written for the May 4, 18569 edition of
his paper that did more than any othey
single writing, to call to the attention
of the people Lincoln’s uvailability as
a candidate. Stoddard had a very large
current exchange list for his paper but
added two hundred more publicationa
to his list, for this special edition con-
taining the Lincoln editorial, A lﬂt‘;ﬁe
majority of the pa%:!re; copied the Stod-
dard editorial in full, which put Lin-
E&ln in the list of prozpective eandi-

ates,

After Mr. Lincoln's election, Stod-
dard, along with hundreds of other
citizens from nearby cities went to
Springficld to congratulate the Presi-
dent-Elect upon his success. Mr, Lin-
coln asked Stoddard if he would aceept
a clerkship in Washington, and Stod-
dard replied that if he could be asso-
ciated with Mr. Lineoln’s own depart-
ment he would accept it. Thus Stod-
dard was appointed as Seeretary to
sign Land Patents, His office was
moved to the White House and soon
hewas azeipned to special duties which
causged him to be known as one of Mr.
Lincoln's confidential seeretaries. His
chief task was to open and classify
President Lincoln's voluminous corres-
pondence,

In 1869, Mr. Stoddard brought out
lie first book and became o well known
writer of juvenile storics. Among the
more than 100 titles eredited to his
pen are the following Lincoln publica-
tions:

“Abraham Lincoln, The True Story
of a Great Life,” 1884; “The Lives of
the Presidents, Abraham Lincoln and
Andrew Johnson," 1888: “Inside The
White House in War Times," 1890;
“The Table Talk of Abraham Lincoln,”
1804; “Abraham Lineoln, The True
Story of A Great Life,” Revised Edi-
tion, 1806; “Lincoln At Wark,™ 1000;
“The Boy Lincoln," 1905.



