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LINCOLN’S BIRTHPLACE FARM—*THE PRECISE LOCALITY™

When Abraham Lincoln prepared a
brief sketeh for the artist, Hicks on
June 14, 1860, he wrote in referring
to hiz birthplaes, “I know no means of
identifving the precise locality.” It
was not until the editor of Lincoln
Lore made his documentary researches
in Hardin County, Kentucky that the
“orecise locality” of the Lineoln farm
was established by duly suathorized
court records.

When Richard J. Collier purchased
what was known as the birthplace
farm in 1905, he had no assurance
but tradition and folklore that the
land he acquired was once in posses-
gion of Thomas Lincoln, father of the
FPresident. One newspaper account of
the Collier purchaze stated that “Since
the bhirth of Lincoln on February 12,
1808, the farm has changed hands only
twice. Thomas Lincoln, the father of
the President, sold the land to Richard
Creal about the time the familv moved
to Indiana in 1816." Richard Creal did
not acquire the part of the Lincoln
farm where the cabin stood until Aug-
ust 26, 1867, fifty wyears after the
Lincolnsg left Kentucky. By that time
the cabin tract had changed hands
eleven times. Creal added this tract to
a hundred acre survey he had pre-
viously acquired and after some
changes in the boundary sold 110%%
acres to A, W. Dennett in 1894, speci-
fying in the deed that it was the farm
on which Abraham Lincoln was born.

When the United States came in
possession of the traditional birthplace
farm in 1816, there was no abstract of
title available which proved that the
farm was once in possession of Thomas
Lincoln, In fact there were those pri-
marily interested in the project who
claimed that Lineoln lived on a squat-
ter's domain so the boundaries of any
specific piece of ground surrounding
the cabin were of ne importance,

But Abraham Lincoln was not born
on a squatter’s domain. His father
id two hundred dollars “ecash in
and"” for a 300 acre tract on which
the birthplace cabin stood. The deoe-
ument showing Thomas Lincoln's own-
ership of the Iand is to be found in the
Hardin County Circuit Court records,
a copy of which follows with the en-
dBnm]:mmtﬂ of David Vance and Isaac
ush:

MATHER TO YANCE—BOND

“Articles of agreement made this
First Day of May, 1805 hetween Rich-
ard Mather of the County of Hardin,
and State of Kentucky, and David
Vance of the County and State afore-
said witnesseth that 1 have sald to the

=#aid David Vance a certain parcel or
tract of land on the waters of the South
Fork of Nolin containing 300 acres
beginning near or at a spring called
the Sinking Spring, to be twice as long
as wide and including as much of a
grove called the Little Turkey Grove,
as will fall within the boundary as
aforesaid and 1 do obligate mysell o
make & deed with a general warranly
to the said David Yance when the said
David YVance has made foll ppyment to

BIRTHPLACE FARM

X—8ite af Birthploce cabin,
lo—Beginnlng cornor of four farma.
Numerpls—Four corners of 3454 ncre survey.

Road—0ld Cumberland Rond, Louisville o
MNashville,

Shaded Portion—Traet of 1104 acres how in
possnigion of the Unlted States Government.

Richard Mather or his order for the
aforesaid land, in witness whereof we
have inter-changeahly set our hands
the day and year above written.
Signed Richard Mather. Witnesses:
John Gum, Shepherd Gom."

Endorsement. No. 1. “For value re-
ceived I aszign the within agreement
to lsaac Bush, given under my hand
and geal this 2nd Day of November,
1805, Signed David YVance, Witnesses:
Ben Helm, John Miller.”

Endorsement, No, 2. “For Value re-
ceived 1 assign the within article to
Thomas Lincoln. Witness my hand and
sen]l the 12th Day of December, 1808,

Sam

Signed: Isaac Bush;

Hayeraft.” b

It was not long after Thomas Lin-
eoln acquired the land that it was in
litigation over payments Vanee had
failed to make to Mather, The court
decreed Themas Lineoln should re-
ceive Trom William Bush the $200,00
he had paid for the land, and he moved
from the premises in 1811. This tract
originally in possession of Thomas
Lincoln was sarveyed by order of the
court in 1837, and was found to con-
tain 348 aeres instead of the desip-
nated 300. The boundaries follow:

“Beginning al & large white oak (1)
13 poles above the sinking or rock
gpring, running thenee to a North 915
deprees West 155 poles to a stake {2)
in John Taylor's field, thence South
8015 degrees East 155 poles to a forked
blaek jack (3), thence South 9% de-
grees East 310 poles to a black jack
(4). thence North B9': degrees West
155 poles to the beginning.™

The above survey was divided into
several smaller tracts including one
of nine aeres sarrounding the Lincoln
cabin, which at the time desipnated
has been in possession of the following
property lolders since it was fivst
patented as part of a 30,000 acre sur-
vey:

William Geenough, Febroary 20,
1786; John Dewhurst, June 15, 1786;
William Weymouth, October 15, 1791;
Joseph James, June 11, 17953; Richard
Mather, December 23, 1802; David
Vance, May 1, 1805; I=aac Bush, No-
vember 2, 18056; Thomas Lincoln,
December 12, 1808; Benjamin Wright,
Comm'r,, September 12, 1816; Gabriel
Kirkpatrick, December 19, 1816; John
Welsh and William Duckworth,
December 19, 1816; George Burkhart,
July 16, 1822; Henry Thomas, January
28, 1824; John Gash, October 14, 1830;
Henry Brothers, April 7, 1835
Charles F. Huss, March 25, 1840:
William Huss and William J. Thomas,
February 15, 1845; Henry D. Horn,
September 27, 1852; R. P. Hankla,
December 14, 18563; Richard Creal,
Aupgust 28, 1867; Alfred W, Dennalt,
November 23, 180d; L. B. Hanley,
Comm'r., May, 1905; R. J. Collier,
August 28, 1805; Lincoln Farm Ass'n.,
November 9, 1907: United States of
America, April 11, 1916.

The titles to the other tracts eut out
of the original Thomas Lincoln 34814
acre sarvey have heen traced through
the court records so that we may say
that there iz now, documentary proof
for what we may eall “the precise
loeation” of the Lincoln Birthplace
Farm.



