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The clcu.Lh u{ M r~. Mnry Shipman 
AndrewH in Octolw.'r, 1936, removed 
from thr fC'Ilowschip of Lincoln authors 
one who conlributrd much to the gen­
ern) apprcclntlon for the Gettysburg 
Add~~,.. Jler bouk "ThL' Perfect Tri­
bute .. ha" :t H·ndt"r nnd "')'mpathetic: 
appeal which I• •oldom exC1!11ed aJ. 
though it cannut two ntt~pted as his­
torkall)' accurfttf". 

The rt-markable JtOpularity which 
the book 1ttll c-njo) h has made it one 
of the leadin11 if not the best of all 
time seller:~ In the• firld of Lincoln lit­
eruturr. Through thr courtesy of the 
Chnrle~ ScrJbrwr·'a SonH, publishers ot 
the book, W(' urc nhlt.· to give a sched­
uh• of ih vnrlouw ('dit ion~ nnd pr int­
ing-H. 

.lfnvu"'illf' f:<litUm 

Thr tetory fir· l appearerl in Scrib­
ner's Mnnxin•• for the month of July, 
1 fiOfi. Whllr it wu• not $riven a po~ition 
of prtfert'nt"'e ou·1· oth<·r mun~ript! 
it did furniflh th• thf'me for the fron~ 
ti'pil'<'t", n. dra\\tnlt b~ r. \\'niter Tay­
lor, portn,yinJ: l.ir.roln seated by the 
bed of n southc rn 11olrlit'r in a Wash­
inR1on ho piLol. 

Shortl:.• <tfler thr magazine nrtitlc 
uppeort"d, tht.• Htnr>' wn}i ~ent to the 
prP!-II't without nny rcviRion nnd was 
print(-cl in Augu,..t. 1906, nnd mnde 
rcndy fl'r JJUbtit"ntion in Scptentbcr. 
Tht· title pn~(' l}l·;lr thi" in~cription. 

T HE 

I'ERn:(T TRIRl.TE 

b} 

'lar' Ua) mnnd ~hipman .. \ndre• s 

'O;W \ORK 

On tho bnc·k of the title pn11e and 
undt.·mt'uth the <>Opyrhtht notice is the 
line PuMiRitt•tl, Srpu mbrr, 1906, and 
neur thr bottom or th(' pnge the ime 
print, 1•1,· Ttftll' Jlrrlfn, New Yo-rl:. 
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THE PERFECT TRIBUTE 

l"ive thou11nnd ond scventy.fivc copies 
of thiR flrst edition wflrr printed. 

Rtg1dar Htlitimut 

The firot edition or the book was im· 
medintely Pxhou ted, which mnde it 
nccu11ary to make another printing of 
5,000 copi~. Ttlenatd on October 15, 
and still anothtr 5,000 on December 
19. In the ftnt th~ monthll of its ap­
pearant't', O\'tr 15,000 copies had been 
iR..Sued. Sevrn different printings were 
made in 1907, moAt of them in 5,000 
lots, totalin11 in all about 38,000 
copi••· In 1008, tho publitJ>ers began 
increrudng Ule volume of f'Ach print· 
ing to 10,000 lot., nnd by the end of 
the Lincoln ce:nt<'nnlnl year, 1909, 
mon thun 78,000 ropif'~ h:ul been sold. 

Tho nl<Mt rrmnrkable fnct nbout the 
dh•tributlon or thl' publictttion is the 
reKUiarity with which tho book Juu; 
been l"t"printed from )·ear to year. 
From the Urn<-- of it! fint v~~ue in 1906 
up to 19~, with but on~ exception, not 
R f>ina-1(' ):Mr pa ed '\\. ithout another 
10,000 ('dition coming- from the press 
and in ~m(' )'<'AN twit<' thnt amount. 
The tol4.1 o( tht' t'("K'Uiar Nhtlons of tht· 
book h:lS no\\: rN\chtd 367,344 volum~ 
nnd the book Ito 'till in demand. 

c('"'f nttltr"lf J.:dititm 

Anticipntingo the CL·ntcnnial of 
Abrohnm Lincoln's birth, February 
12, lUO!l, th•• publito~hl•t·s prt•Jml·cd in 
November, lfl08, the {'tmtcnnnry Edi· 
tion of tho book. It nppearorl in a cloth 
bindinJr und A lnrgf."r format, pages 
5~" X 8 1t .. Th(_• nt·w t.."'lition U·ed a 
photostmvun• frontbpierec JOhO\Idng 
Pret'idcnt Lincoln aested in a chair in 
a tent on th• b.'ttlrftrld of Antietam. 
Tho Nlition olso had a dt('()rative bor­
d~r of brown mk around e:K"h page. 
Only 6,.'l00 copirs or this tdition were­
printed. 

Stlwul Editi<m 

The lntcn~t<-• lnt<'rewt aroused in Lin­
coln during the centennial yea1· 
prompted in 1910 lho publication of a 
chcnpN' edition for f'Chool use. The 
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tith .. pa~~e, ""imllor to the past. edition , 
was retained, but nbovc the cover title 
is the inscription, School Mtmorial 
Edition. for Linet~lu ntru. A limp cloth 
cover wus U.l!ted and a wood cut fronti· 
spi~e Curther identiflcd it. 

This edition hu abo had a wide dis­
tribution, lh& ftrst printing reaching 
50,000 eopi••· It io continually being 
reprinted with the la.t is ue of 5,000 
oopie.s coming from the prNs on Feb-­
ruary R, of la!lt )"("Ar. Tiu- total for thi~ 
edition now ft.achea 121,670. 

Alrtn4>rial Edition 

At lhc limo tho Sohool Edition ap· 
pear ('(! in 1910, the Lincoln Memorial 
University at Ctunbcrlnnd Gnp, Ten­
nOl!see, diotrlbut.ed the ..-hoot edition 
of 11Thc Pcri<'Ct Tribute" with n.n 
nddcd paper cover. Un•trr the caption 
"The Perfect Tribute," there ap· 
penred, the words, "Lincoln Memorial 
trnivl'ralty," Anti following this cap­
tion a ~·elve line word drscription of 
the onhtrsltr. The ('0\'t-r pa,·s of the 
book <'ontain lettf'rw to tht· unh·~~>rsit) 
from promintont Amt"r1('ftnfl. 

r;i/1 R'tlitiou 

One otht<r tdltion or "The Perfect 
Tribute" hn. bt•en )lublished, called 
the Gifl Edition. It wno firot issued on 
October 8, 1026. It display• as u !ron· 
tlspiec:c n woodcut. by 'Vilfred Jones 
after the druwin11 by F. \\'alter Tny· 
lor, URed in thfo nsculnr Nlition. The 
format h nl!tO C'hanged with the pages 
5•:~ .. x 7,-a .. und Ul~ dt~rntion on the 
printed pag1-s are in hlu<' ink, tdso a 
bright red caption aticker is placed 
on tl1e t~lift" board cov<'r. Thl're have 
been printtd thul' fnr ... 1:!!; rop:es of 
thi• edition. 

H will be ob..,rvcd from tho totals 
submitted npr<' enling thr e \·nriou:: 
edition!-~, thf\1·c· hull h<·<"n one·hnlf a 
million copies of the book I>Ubiished. It 
is doubtful if any other Lincoln book 
hofi; hud SU<'h n JlOJlltlar run. 


