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LINCOLN’S SHIPLEY ANCESTRY

The Shipley Family seems to hold
the key to the mystery surrounding
the identity of at lenst one and pos-
sibly both of Lincoln's grandmothers.
That there was some direct connection
between the Shipley’s and Lincoln's is
evident from available documents;
Mary Shipley and Lucy Shipley have
been named as the paternal and
maternal grandmothers respectively
of Abraham Lincoln. Mary is said to
have been the wife of the picneer,
Abrabham Lincoln and Lucy, the wife
of James Hanks,

Mary Shipley

Honorable John 1. Nall, born im
1830, & member of the Kentucky Leg-
islature, wrote in 18056: "My prand-
mother was n daughter of Mary Ship-
ley Lincoln and a rister to Thomas
Lincoln, the father of the president.”
Records diseovered In recenl yoears,
however, prove conclusively that the
widow of the ploneer Abruham Lin-
coln was named Bersheba and not
Mary. Bersheba's surname has not
been definitely aflirmed and while tra-
dition says it was Herring it may have
been Shipley. Thomas, fsther of the
president, very likely was the son of
an earlier marriage of the pioneer
Lincoln. This might be responsible for
the Mary Shiploy contact.

It i5 impossible to explain Mr. Nall's
confusion, vet it does not =sam likely
that he ¢ould huve been correct in eall-
ing president Lineoln’s puternal grand-
mother a Shipley, However, Daniel
Raoone, eloske friend snd yelative of the
pioneer Abrahonm Lineoln did visit the
Shipley community in Virgiina before
1770, and there is a possibility that
Lineoln wax with him.

Lz Shapley.

Az early ns 1872, Mrs. Charlotta
Hobart Vawter, an edocated and cul-
tared womnan, wrole about the mater-
nal aneestry of Lineoln. She claimed
that her grondmother, Sarah Shipley
Mitchell, was an own cousin of Nancy
Hanks, Linecoln's mother, and thal
both girls were brought up in the hone
of their aunt, Rachel Shipley Berry.
She alwayn Insisted that this Rachel
Bhipley Berry, Luey Shipley Hanks
and her own  grandmother, Naomi
Shipley Mitchell wern sisters, the
daunghters of Robert and Sarah
ley. Two other sistors, Ann Shipley

Sloan and Margaret Shipley MeCord
have bemn diseovered who were, with-
out any doubt, the danghters of Robert
and Sarah Shipley,

It is evident that in all three states,
Maryland, Virginin and North Caro-
lina, where Robert Shipley lived, there
has been one or more Hanks families
in the immedinte communities. When
the migrations from Neorth Carolina
to Kentucky took place, Naomi Ship-
ley Mitchell was mossacred by the In-
dians and her dnu?'hur Sarah made
captive, Robert M tehell, hushand of
Naomi, signed n certifieate which
affirmed that Lucy Hanks was above
the nge of twenty-one at the time of
her contemplated mn to Henry
Sparrow, Descendants of Henry Spar-
row claim Luey was o widow at the
time of the morringe and theve is one
bit of evidence on the marriage papers
which sesme to afllrm this, It 1z well
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An attempt ta diseredit tntire{l{ the
work of Mrs. Caroline Hanks Hitch-
cock, who first called attention to the
Lineoln-Shipley connections has caused
some students of Lincoln to beliove
there wns no such family as the Ship-
leys connected with the Lincoln story.

It is the purpose of this bulletin to
give =ome relerences which refer to
Robert Shipley, born in 1718, who was
in the opinion of the sditor of Lincoln
Love, the maternal grandfather of
Abraham Lincoln,

Rohert Shipley Chronolo
Muorylund -

1714, October
Cavoline Parrigh.

1786—Robert’s father held Pew 11,
and Willinm Pew in Christ
Church, Queen Caroline Parrish.

1745, February 26—Land grant in
Naltimore County.

1748, April 28—A daughter, Naomi,
born.

—Rorn in Queen

Virginia
1760, July—Name on militury list,
I..unmhlrﬁ County, with Robert Mit-
chell and Richard Rerry.
1754, Muy 4—Bigna note in Lanen-
hurg County,

1765, Moy $1—HBuys bill of goods,
Lunenburg County.

1766, April 19—Buy goods in Bed-
ford Gllwn . ¥ i

1T57T—Dafendant in lnw suit,

1758—Private In Bedford County
militin, Edward Shipley on same list.
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1760, Septombor—Dafendant in law
suat.

1761, A
plaintif in

1762, Moy 26—0n jury in Bedford
County,

17638, Auftm 1—A tithable on tax

list in Bedford with his son, Robert,

.g;. dﬂuhart Mitchell, and several Me-
rds,

1764, Augusl—0n commizsion hook,
1765—Patent for lnnd,

1766, February 7—-Sells land in Bed-
ford to Hobert Irvine,

1766, March 31—Land transaection
in Baltimore County, Maryland, refers
to Robert Shipley, formerly of Mary-
land, as residing in Bedford County,
Virginia.

1766, October 5—His daughter,
Anne Shipley MeCord's first child
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1768—Name appenrs on R, Irvine's
“lists of hands" to work roads.
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1771, April A0—<loins with wife,
Sarah, in &ale of land to Danial Mit-
chell, Jr,

1772 r?]rﬂﬁh—ﬂi d‘mﬁm A
: 5 ter, Anne,
joing witg her hushand, David H‘:—

Cord, in =ale of land to Robert Ship-
ley, Jr., with Edwnrd and George Ship-
ley as witnesses to deed.

1775, April 26 — His  daughter,
Naomi Mitcholl's first child born,

1776, April 12-—His daughter, Anne,
Joins with her hushand, David McCord,
in smle of land, joining Shipleys, to her
brother-in-lnw, Robert Mitchell,

1977, September B—8an, Robert, Jr.,
and his wife, Rachel, sell land.

1778, October 12 — His  daughter,
Margnret, joing with her h nd,

Robert Sloan, in sale of lnnd.

1789, September 26—He solls land
Joining the propecty of David MeCord,



