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LINCOLN'S SHIPLEl ANCESTRY 
The Shiplt•)· Fnmily •eern• lo hold 

the• kt•y lt1 lht• my~ttry surrounding 
the idt·ntity of ut lC'&Rt one and pos­
:sibly both of (,incoln'l'l grandmothers. 
That there V.'llll somt• tlirect connection 
between tht· Shi}lley'a and Lincoln's is 
•vident !rom availablf' documents. 
)lary Shipley and Lury Shipley have 
been IUllned as the paternal and 
maternal grandmothers re.<peetively 
of Abraham I.lnroln. )Jary is .aid to 
have be('n the wife of the pioneer, 
Abrahom Lincoln and Loey, the "'ife 
of Jamr< Hanko. 

,1/tU'JI :\J,,,,[qt 

Honn• ·1blt· ,l,hn L. \:i.dl, born 111 

1880, n mrmb•r or the Kentucky Leg­
islnturf', wrotr in 18U6: u~Iy grand­
moth<. r wuK a dnusrhter o! ]\liar)' Ship­
ler Lhlt'nln nnd n ri1-1ter to ~rhomas 
Lincnln. th4' fnthf'r of the president." 
Jl£1<-"0rdJ' dl c·ov~ n~t in H'<'('nt ycal'b, 
hoW('\'('1", Jllm·c <·c·ndul"in•ly thut the 
'' if!O\~ u( 1 h1~ JUont'<'l' Ahn ham Lin· 
toln \\as num d H r h<ba and not 
~Jury. Ber he;bn'A urname ha ... not 
be-en <IPtinltrly nffirmed und \\*bile tra· 
,fUIOil )&II 1t \\03 Hf'rring it may ha\4 e 
boon Shiplo). Thomas, fnther o{ the 
p,...ident, wr)' lik•i)' was the son of 
an earlier mn.rriag,. of the pioneer 
Lincoln. Thl• might be n>Spon•ible for 
th~ :\flu y ~hiplf'y rontuct. 

h i" impo ihlt~ tu t•xplain :\h. Nnll':> 
o·onfu~ion, r' t i1 tlot·~ not ~('{'Ul likely 
that hc> c·ould han• h~(!J\ concet in cnll· 
ing prcl'lident J~hH·nln's paternal grand· 
motlwr n Sh~Jll1·y. HoWP\'t·r, llaniPl 
Rnnnt•, rio 1 rritn+l .1nd fl•lnti\'f' of tht' 
J>ionf'.-.r' Abruhnm Lincoln ditl Yisit the 
Shiph·~· community in \'irgiina befo1·P 
1770, and there is a po .. ibilitr thM 
Linroln Wit" with him. 

/. ,,., Slrtl•lt II· 

• \ P,ltl) 1 .... ;·:. ~fr. Charlotu:• 
t-lobart \"n"t•·r. m Nlut"ated and cui· 
tur•-d \\om 111, "rote Hbout the mah•r· 
n I I!Ot",..... 'II') of Lmrolr1. ~he daimcd 
thnt hrr g.· ndn1olht•r, Sn1 uh Shipley 
~litchell, was an own r{)u~in of ~ancr 
l!nnks, Lttwnln' m~thf'l, .artrl +hn• 
both gid ,,. 1'1' hrou~o~:ht. up in the honu· 
of their <ntnt, llnchol Shipley Berry. 
She alwny,. tn~it~t••d thnt thifl Rach('l 
Shiplr>y Hnry, l.ufy Shipley Htmk .. 
nnd Jwr nwn I{I'IIH~Imnthf'l', ~nomi 
Shiplt·)· \titdwll W"P' -ist• r:o:, thr> 
daughtn· of Jtnhf•l t nnd Surnh Ship­
)fl'y. Two nth• r i t••u., ,\nn Shipley 

Sloan and Margaret Shipley McCord 
have b<>l·n dit~<'OVf'I'NI who WC'l'C, with· 
out Ht'ly doubt, tlu• rlnughter.-. of Robert 
nnd Rarnh ~hiJllr>y. 

It i• •,·ldent that in all throe states, 
)lar)'lAnd, \'trgima and North Cnro· 
Jina. wlwre Rohrrt ~hiplt·y lived, there 
hn bM n onP or more Hanks familie,-. 
m thf" nnna-dtat.- rommuniti~. \\~Pn 
th mlJ:rntlon from Xorth Carolina 
to K1•ntu,·k) took pia("(', Naomi Ship­
If') :\utt·h~ll waa mn.uacred b)· the In 
,:JUn!'i md her ,!uuahtcr, Sarah madr 
···•Ptl\e. Rnbt•rt )lat<hell. husband of 
r\,tnml, iJ.Cm_••l n t•rrtiflcate which 
nffirmf'l! thut Luq· Hank. ... was above 
thr n~r or twentr-on<' ut the time of 
her contemplated mnrringe to Henry 
SpHrrn\\. ll1• c·<.·nrlnnts nf Henry Spar· 
1 nw duit11 l.ucr wn11 n wlclow' at the 
Hmr nr the mnnlnw· nntl thc•rc il' one 
hir of ''''irlf'IIH'r un lhl· mRrriaJ.!'C\ papers 
whi('h Rc•·m to afHrm this. It IS: well 
known lhnt HiC"hurrl Hcrrv, ~on of 
Raehrl Shipley llerry signed the mar­
riage bond ot Thoma" Lincoln and 
Xancr Hnnkll, nw thf" guardian o! 
Nancy. 

.\n dttemJlt to dJ. C"r<·tbt nhrt'ly the 
\\ork of llrt~. t•arolin Hank Hifc.-h· 
C"OCk, who first collt..-1 nttt·ntion to thP 
l.int'f'!n-~hiplt) ronnC<"t ion .. ha~ c-au~ed 
. onw tudcnt.s of 1 in<"oln to belie\'e 
th<'l"t WD!i no 1urh family as the Ship­
lrrs t'Oitnt'<'h:d "1th the Lincoln :-.ton•. 

H is the- pu•'Jj()Sf' of thi bulletin it) 
l.!h'f' >C'Illf' rf'f4 rt•nfu which refer to 
P.nhe1 t Shiplt~, bc11'n in t 713, who wns 
in thf' OJli1liOil of thl· f'flit()r or Lincoln 
Lon·. tiH rnutf•rnnl !.1 mnrlfnthPr of 
Aln·nlmm l,i,woln. 

Ro~rt Rhlploy C'hronolog)' 
JU tt rulu ,d 

17I::,Octuh•·r !I Horn m Qur--en 
<"arolin•• Pnrri. h 

17:~6 Ro1W>I'l'8 fathrr hrlti Pt"w Jl, 
and William Hanks, Pew 28, in Christ 
C'hurl':'h, Qu1"t"11 f"nro1inr Pnrrlsh. 

ti4:t, Februarr 25-l.Rnr:l ~nt in 
J:alt1n Olf'' ('ount)'. 

r; sx. \111 jJ :!A \ dattJ:ht('r, 'Xanmi' 
horn. 

1111'"1)1111" 

17.,n, h1l) Nunw nn md1t 1r) li.~t. 
Lunrnbur${ Cnunt~. with Rnbcrt 'lit 
rholl and Richnrd llerry. 

17.ll, ~ln)' I SiRn nntr• Hl J.un,.n· 
Inn~ County. 

17fifi, ':\luy :a Buy hi11 of ,~..ro()rb, 
I .unenbur~ <'ount~·. 

1756, April 19 Ruy ~ouo<l tn R•<l· 
ford County. 

J7fl7 Dr£C'mlunt in lnw Atlll. 

17;;8 Privat(' 111 IJNifol·cl Count.y 
militiu, EdWllrd !'lnpiC'y on ~~tnm~ Jil'it. 

17:l!l- Hi~ nnmc with Edward Ship· 
1<-~· and Eliznhf•th ~hi11lry ~JIJl('ar on 
RogPr' "ill. 

lifill, .SrptPrnbf.r lh·frnrlant 111 law 
uii. 

l'i6l, t\Uh"\1!\l Son, l:nhf.rt. Jr .• 
pia.inutr in Ia\\ ~ull. 

1762, ~~~~) 2r~ On jur).' 10 Rl'dfotti 
<'ounty. 

176.1, Augu I I -.\ tithnblr on tax 
list in BNI£nrcl \\:ith hi. 'on, Robert, 
Jr., Robort Mltch•ll. nnd "~'·eral )lc­
C'ords. 

17tH, AU$.:.11"'1 On t•ommi:<~ion hool,, 

l76f'-... Pu1t•nt foJ' lnnd. 

17t16, Ff•hrunl ,. 7 St•Jito lmui in Jlrcl· 
rorri to Rohe1l fr\'ine. 

1766, ~lar<-·h :'Jl l.nnrl tran:-action 
in Baltimor• Cuunt), '1aryland, refer:­
to Rohert ShL~h·y. formerly of )fan·· 
lnnd. as rNfd1n~:: in Bedford Count\~, 
\'irgjnia • 

1766, October 5-Hio daughter. 
Anne Shiplr) 'lrC"orri's lir.;t <hilri 
born. 

1768-Nanw BJlJlf'nr on R. ln:anfl'·_, 
<~Jist" of hun«IH" tn work rf:luri .... 

17GP, Mny IU F:dwnrd Shiplr\' un•l 
ltobert Shipley, Jr., both buy· lnncl 
f1-om Thomns Jlnughf'rty. 

1771, April :w •. Join 'dth wife. 
~S\Tnh, in fiRif'l of lnnd to OnnieJ )fit• 
choU, Jr. 

North Cnrolwn 
17n •. \pril I R-Ill• daught~r. Anne. 

ioin with htor hu"haud. David Mr· 
<'oro. on .ale or lnnd to Rohert Ship­
try, .l r •• "1th F.d\\ nnl a nO r,('('lt'J:l" ~hip· 
ley a., '1\;toe,...,s to deed . 

17i\;, Ar,r1l ~6 H1~ ,if,u~thtPr. 
'a om \I it hf'll' fir t rhilrl born. 

t77fi, .\prtl1~ Ills dllUJ!'ht('r, • .\nnr, 
joills with hr hu h.tnd, na\ itl ;\l~f'ord, 
111 .tl• or lnn.t, inimns: Shiplry;;;. t() ht'r 
J,, ... ,fh,•l•tn lnw, Unht>rt 1\fitt."hrll. 

1777, Septf'mbt:r H Son, RobPt·t,.lr. 
anti his wir~, Rarhr1, ~~~ell land. · 

J 778, llt·toh•·•· I~ lll• rlaughlor, 
\[nrf,tnrct, jnin.o~ with hf r hu~band, 
Rohcrt Rlonn, in snle of lnnrl. 

t7R9, g, ptrmlx.-r 2.) He f'll.s hmrl 
joimns:: t h,.. l'rop('rl)• nf Utt.\ irt ~1<"Corrt. 


