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LINCOLN LOG CABIN STATE PARK

The dediention of another Lincoln park in Illinels un-
dor the supervision of the State of Illincis, and the United
Stutes tment of the Interior National Park Service
will be of Interest to Lincoln students. This new state
park is the old home site of Abraham Linecoln's father
and here both Thomas and Sarah Bush Lineoln
away. It is situated cight miles southwest of Charleston,
Islihw}i; Ed will be known as “The Lincoln Log Cabin

htl _u

Family Land Holdings

Just about the time Abraham Lincoln took up his
manent residence in Springfield, Illinois, his stephrother,
John D, Johnston, entered a tract of land in Goose Noest
Prairie country, lnunl:ed in Coles County, Illinods. ‘This
soction was ealled Goose Nest because the cleared space
in the timber resembled a
goose nest of immense pro-

The east forty acres (Tract 3) which Abraham Lineoln
nequired was in his possession at the time of his death
and his heirs never elnimed it. John J. Hall, however,
after the death of Sarah Lincoln in 1868 eultivated this
forty acres and on May 7, 1888, bocause of undisputed
possession for more than twenty yoars, scquired a legnl
title to the land. In May, 1801, John J. Hall sold to
Jumes W. Craoig of Matoon, Illincis, a cerinin tract of
lnnd and a cabin which stood on it.

Abrakam Lincoin Log Cabin Association Tronsactions

The first land transaction which looked forward to the
acquisition of the Lincoln farm as a memorial occurred
in 1881 when John J. Hall sold a small irregular piece of
land to the Abraham Lincoln Log Cabin Association.

The deed specifies that

glurtinns. Section 21, in ;lil'nnn‘“”:;r::t:mme-ﬁﬁ
ownship 11, Range 9, fell "Mnm“ucr]iaul SnaRnds . on
within this l}m and lhdm' which the Lincoln eahbin
am on this il;mllrﬂf fihows TRACT 1 TRACT 2 TRACT 3 stood.” The deed was dated
e P e o August 15, 1891, The econ-
Bt-n Em“ iy sideration was $200, and the
his son, A am. runtees guaranteed to
Tract No. 8 was acquined = Ent'p the place fenced, Five
hgﬁ Johnﬂ:;.nrt on A - 4, m%’!m’li urhmquhi ﬁthm
1837, o contain orty enbin wite the ution
acres. Tracts No, 1 and No, Thomaa Linooln Land Swrveys pald £10,000 for the

9 were purchased by Thom-

as Lincoln from Ruben and Mary Moore on March 5, 1840,
at a cost of £400,00, nnd comprised eighty acres, On De-
coember 31, 1840, through » guit claim deed with a money
consideration of but $560 Johnston disposed of Tract No. 3
to Thomas Lincoln. Tracks Nes. 1, 2, and 3, comprising
120 aeres, were at this time all in Thomas Lincaln's name,

Just what part Abraham Lincoln had in financine his
father's land enlerprises opuz te October 24, 1841,
we o not know, but on that date he pnid Thomas Lincoln
and Sarah, hiz wife, $200 cash for No. 3 “rosery-
ing the use and control of said land to the grantors and
to the survivors of them doring both and ench of their
natural lives,"” He also signed o bond at this time agree-
ing to sell the property to John D. Johnston for $200 any
tin&n ﬂthln ono year after the death of Thomas Lincoln
and wife.

While Lineoln was in Congress in 1848, the day before
Chrixtwmng h{hnrnt hlij tn{he:-u £20, ‘hjﬂé hndt imi
fues omas Lincoln a judement agnins
his pmpnfty. and “save it from ﬁu gold.”

The death of Thomas Lineoln occurred on Jan. 17, 18561,
On August 12 of the same vesr Abraham Lincoln and
Mary, his wife, decded to John D, Johnston for the con-
sideration of $1.00 all their interest in Tracts Nos. 1 and
2, “subject to the dower interest of Sarnh Lincoln, widow

Thomnas Lincoln, deceased.” Abraham Lincoln's inter-
ost in the tract was derived as sole heir to Thomas Lin-
coln. Tt will be noted that now Abraham held some elaim
to nll three tracts.

Four monthe later John D, Johnston and wife, Naney,
gold their claim in this same 80 acres (Tracts 1 and 2),
which he hnd sequired from Abraham Lineoln, to John
J. Hull for #2860, Hall was the son of Matildn Johnuton
Hull and o grandson of Sarah Johnston Lineoln,

eabin and land Craig
purchased from Hall. The association sold the tract
of land it had aequired from Hall to M. E. Dunlap for
£1,000 on Febroary 24, 1892, but took the cabin to Chi-
CRZD.

The eabin was exhibited in connection with the World's
Fair at C Later it was stored in the yard of the
Libby Prison War Museum on Wabash Avenue. Several
years later an advertisement in the Chi Tribune
called upon the owners to elaim possession or it would be
sold for sﬁumﬁlﬁ_chrgu. It was nbout this time evidently
that the Washington Post rnFror.lumd a picture of the
Coles County cabin with this information: “The Lincoln
log eabin is now in C-hi::niv but it is the guestion of but
u short while before it will be brought on and erected in
Washington.” This project, however, never materialized,
E“d there is evidence that most of the enbin was psed for

re wood.

Avguinition by State
The Chambers of Commerce in the cities of Charleston
and Matoon in 1928 acquired by purchase at an admin-
istrator's sale the west thirty-four acres, n part of Tract
1, and about this time an option of thirty-four acres just
enst of the land already aequired was secured,

In June, 1929, arrangements were made the Btate
of Mlinois for taking over the land noquired bh;? the Cham-
bers of Commerce and also for acquiring the thirty-four
acres in possession of Mr, and Mrs, William Phi The
eighteen scres in possession of John 1D, Martin, however,
where the eabin is said to have stood, was the most de-
tired tract to be secured, and it finally came into posses-
sion of the state.

A replica of the log cabin which originally stood at a
point marked x on Tract 2 has been constrocted,



