
L~N COLN LORE 
Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation - - - - - - - - Dr. Louia A. Wan-en, Editor. 
Publiahed each Wet!k by The Lincoln National Life lnaurance Company, or Fort Wayne, lndianL 

No. 382 FORT WAYNE, INDIANA August 3, 1936 

HERNDON'S BIOGRAPHY OF LINCOLN 
t:v•ry c:oll«tor of Lincoln booka hao 

hoJ>t'd that aome time he mi~tht come 
into po~!lion of nn orhtinal thrft'­
volume edatjon of H~rndon •a Liintoln. 
The pr('mium placed on this ra~ it .. m 
has mnde it• acquisition impo~ablc by 
many. Th(' publishing of none--volume 
dollar edition, containing tht" C'Ornplet..t­
print.cd text of the originnl three· 
volume work, Jlihoultl mnke llr:rndon'K 
Lincoln avnilnblc to all, and ita npp<'nr· 
nnr<' is of sufficient signific.nncc to 
cau n lht! othf"r Herndon editions to bo 
clu ifted n to conttnta and date of 
publication. 

1. Tl1e Pro.pat11.3 

An f'laborate prospedut was prc­
parrd '" 1889 by the publibhtro for 
those who wen? to ~licit eubscriptiont 
for l ft-rndon's forthcoming thn-e­
volum<' work on Lincoln. It contained 
uJI tht JlTCliminarie.s of n W(•ll printed 
book including frontispiece, title page, 
pr<"fnu, table ot contcnb, otc. Tho 
flrst fourtct'n pages of the nr~t C'hnp· 
tcr of Volume One nnd thirty-three 
full page illustrations were included. 

The ndvertisement of the contem~ 
plat .. ! volume appe3red on the lut 
prmted page of the pros~tus wilh the 
usual blanks for sub&criben' na~ 
nn't addrcs ea. It was. bound in Ensc~ 
lu.h doth, the Mme mAterial to be u•ed 
In th<' trade t'dition, which edition was 
to be sold nt "$5.00 per set of 3 vola." 
Snmpl< s of three other bindln~ra wore 
pn tf'(l on the inside of the bnck covt-r. 
The priers of the binding8 nppcnred in 
th<' ndv4'rti t'ment: Full librnry flhc.-p 
ut $G.r.O, hulf morocco nt $8.00, half 
cnlf nt $10.00. The box in which the 
C"loth flrlit ~ition was packed,however, 
bo..., • printed label "1th price $4.50. 

2. Fint EditiNt 
Thtrl(" has be-en much distuuion ovtr 

"'hiC'h is the t"arliert of 0."0 certain is· 
~ut"__. of the three-volume original edi­
tion. Tho fact that the Fish Blblio~­
raphy gi\'es preference to the ont. b<'Ar• 
in..: the •lntt", 18!l0, on the title page 
hu ll·d mnny book dealerl'lo and col­
)(\C'tor.a to conclude that. this wus the 
fir t rdition. Evidence now uvuilnblc 
in the prospectus nnd olht'r ,t;0Uf('('Jt 
f'Ontlrms tht fnrt that the edition with­
out. dntC! on the title page is th~ flnt 
i ~~· of the hook. It bears thf"' dat .. , 
18Srl, In the C'Opyri~Xht noti«, and thr.rc 
I othtt inttrnal e\id~ce that 1t t.a thf" 
liT< t i llf" On the CO\~tr back st np of 
th first ~:huon the pubhshcr'e n me 
"n('(lford, Clurk & Co!' i printl'41 in 
t¥.o line , while in the F<'<'ond 1 ue 
"l'cdford, Cln1 k Co." is printt-rl in ont· 
lim•. 

3. s. rowl lssut. of Oti!li"nl r:,/itima 
Tho C'hitf difference ~twc<'n th•! 

first and second i"'-{\J · of the publica­
tion is in the ai~ o! the book. Both 
the page size and cover aiz.e in the sec­
ond issue are reduct-d ont"-fourth of an 
inch in both lenl!lh and width. Some 
~light changes art" ab.o made in the 
nrrangement of ilJu trati\'t' material. 
The end •he<1• nrc of dltTrn·nt design 
nnd the dnte, 1890, appeara In the con· 
densed publiRher'a lnaerlption on the 
title page. 

4. Original F:.rpuront•d Editit>n 
A clamor of disapproval aro~e when 

the contents of the lh~e-volume work 
bet!nme known eopeclally "ith rtfer-
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ence to the Lincoln family history. 
This caused the joint authors, Herndon 
and Weik, to dcle~Ao aome or the ob)ec· 
tiona! data and to pubh h a new edi­
tron of the work in two volumtoa. \Vhile 
the t.wo-\'olume work ia uRuntty called 
the expurgated edition, It really con­
tains forty-three png('S more copy than 
the original. An introduction by Hor­
nce White nnd two ntw chapter:'i ac­
('Ount Cor this additional data, while 
but nin~ pages of the flrat rciition are 
tlele·ted. • The most ~rioua loss In the 
€'XPUI1!llted edition is thl' failure to u~ 
rnanr or the criginnt illu trations. Yr. 
He-rndon \\'1\ dl'1ld, ho'VIo't\'('r, before it 
w:1 off the prt".ss in 1892, and Jesse'\";~. 
\Veik seems to ha,·e auumed the re­
ponsibility of publiflhinl{, ns the copy~ 

right notice i. in hiB nnmt·. For rome 
reason he changttl the original copy­
right date to 18!18. ThiK two-volume 
work sold for $fi.OO. 
·~ Llntoln Lore No. 201. 

5. Rrprint of Original Editioft 
A thr~\olum~ reprint of the orig­

inal tdition advt'rti ed as a .. word for 
word'' !an1m1le was published in 1921. 
The publi ht-rs att<'mptcd an exat"t re­
production of the 1889 edition but 
omitt.-d thf'l \-'Oiuminous j))u~trationl 
which omhelllshod the first publicntion 
of the title. Tho work was called n lim­
ited edition nnd was priced at $10.00. 
Lntcr nd\'t'rti. t•ments 1ndicate a drluxe 
edition was i.s ucd nt $10.00 for tho 
Fet, while nnothrr sold for $8.00. 

6. Rrpnrtt of Erpurgoted Editit>rt 
The repnnting- of the ori,V.nal edi· 

tion was followed by a reprodud.aon 
of the upu11111ted edition claimed to 
be a printinK from the same plaW, 
although ~:om~ pages s:how a change 
in word di\'i1ion. The last pa.J{e in tho 
reprint of Volume Two ha$0 four lin('l 
le•a cory thnn the originnl. It is the 
reducec Jlli1.{" of this reprint which h1 
mo"'t. noticrnblc, and, although tht': 
print('(l linu nn the same width, tho 
png-to i~ on.- inch nnrrower and abo 
much J'\"duC""M in length. Thtre are no 
illu~r.1tions. This two-, .. olumt' reprint 
was publo hed to aell at $2.00 a ..,t. 

7. Ont l"olum< Editwn 
A onr--volumc edition of the oristinal 

Herndon's l.inroln wn~ made &\•ailnble 
in 1!130. While it followed word for 
word the original text, many of tho 
Herndon foot notA-a wrre moved into tha 
argument ond Kcpnro.tcd by brnckctM. 
It did not attrmpt to use tho larJlC 
num!x-r or Hlustrntions in the original. 
Thi• edition wos edited by Paul M. 
Angle, and an editors note nnd a 
thirt:y·four pagf" Mitor's introduction 
Kh1ng a biOI<t"nphkal sketch of Hcrn· 
don wa.a to be found in the prelimin· 
aries. The txhAustive table of contmU 
in the orhrinal t'dition was dropped 
and rt'p)aC'td by an index. Copiou., 
footnot~s ~·rn also uF:ed to point out 
errora nnd make more clear atatf"· 
numb in the original text. It wn~ pub-­
lished with n rloth binding nt $2.50. 

8. R,·print of Oru Volume Editimt 
The onc ... volumP. t'tlition first pub­

li hed in 1930 hns ju-.t been reprinted. 
I-. ia appArently an exact !ac imilt" or 
tht J!t:lO ont"-"olume E'dition An~ 
printM !rom the a.ame platM". The onl)• 
ditftrt'nC'e notNI it on the title page 
whirh btoan the new date, 1936. 

Th~ book 11 l:tTJC('f thnn the for-m,.r 
edition, hnving n page 41' ... x 7~· 41 
ovrr nr.-n1r1 t u pnge 4 1." x 41\: .. in the 
oth<'r ont'-volumr work. The covcor CfLJ>"' 
tionA nrc nlso dumged from tho.<" m 
the \lfl·viouM Nlltion, although tho 
book 1" printf"fl by thfl . n.mc publi hrr. 


