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A CABIN OF UNIVERSAL FlUtE 
The lOIC eabin in whi<h Abraham 

lineoln "•• born has boromo the beat 
Y.nown hflmP in all the universe. No 
~tructurt' v.:hcre a man of any nRtion 
hn d\\ c·lt is more quickly rerogniud 
by poople th• world around than tho 
hou f' of logs in whieh Abrahnrn Lin· 
eoln first saw the light o! day. 

On F<bruory 12, 1909, l'rosident 
Th•·odort\ Roosevelt vbited the birth 
plar<• o( Abraham Lincoln in order to 
take pnrt inn program which launchN! 
the proj<ct looking to the pl'eS<'rvation 
of tho Lincoln cabin. On June 14, 
1931\, Pr~ident Franklin Roo,.velt 
m tdc a journey to t.he snme plhct, not 
to dt'livc.:r an address, but to \'htit the 
humble enbin mueh "" n private riti­
' <'n to J('nin inspiration at the flhrlnc. 
Y t·nr by yenr outstanding world citi· 
Z<'nll from muny nations mukc the pil­
grimnge to the birthplace of Abrnhum 
Lincoln. 

The ori~r.nal Lincoln cabin its<·lt 
c-nce wtnt on a lengthy itintrnry. hav .. 
mg br<"n thown at the Tennesa<'e Ctn· 
ttnninl nt Nashville, T<'nnes.sec, and 
in mu.ny of the large cities or the coun­
try. On the one hundredth nnnh·l·r .. 
Jiary of Lincoln's birth jn 1909, it was 
nt urncd to its original site. A fl. tho 
<nhin is no longer available !or exhibi­
tion purpo. cs the next best method of 
nllowlnK th• general public to Jt<t n 
11hm1• • o( what the birthplace o( Lln­
roln wat like is to eon~truct rt'plirn• 
of at. Many of the<e have be<n er«ted 
throu~hout the eount11o· and to..-cn llf'n­
mnrk hns built a Lincoln cabin in one 
o( h<r parks. In 1920 ThP Lin<"Oln Nn­
lionnl Lift• Insurance Compnny <·rC<'tM 
n N'Jilira of the cabin in Fo~trr I'nrk 
nt Furt \Vn). nr, Jndiann. Thr<'C y<'nrs 
lnl<'r Miss Mury Bowditch Forh<ls 
huilt u Lincoln cnbin on her r. tatP nt 
~t•lto'l, Mn~•achusetts. Both of the ·e 
lo~ hou .., nu built to the l'~'U&d liP«i­
ficatiOns of the Bod~en..-iiJe caLm now 
prt'5t'rve.t in the beautiful OJ( m-oriol 
~trurtun there. 

The Fort Wayne Lincoln <abin hn• 
rHt·utly bN n rebuilt in n more favor­
nblc lorntion near the entranrP of 
Fo t«.'r Pnrk. It is surroundNI on thrco 
tid('~ by n typicrt1 pionf'er rail fenc(' 
nnd the land_ coping has be<>n nrrangt'd 
tr hnrmoni:Ee , .. ..-tth a cabin home. Tho 
turnif.hinsrs for the cabin were ot>. 

toined in K<ntucky in the county 
where Abraharu Lincoln VO:l.S born. 

l!any requtsts h·t\C ('Omt to the Lin­
toln National LICe roundatic'm from 
Hoy Scout Troop! antl othc·r organiza­
tions for information which ~·ould 
be hcli>fuJ in builcling tL replica of the 
cnbin. This is~uc of Lincoln Lore 
presents sutllci<'nt in trortions for the 
building of an nccur.tt~· nplic.•n of the 
Lincoln cabin. 

Fountltllaon 

Field stones wen! U!lrd undE-r the 
foundation logs although sometimes 
J:t.rge stone'!l a;upporting the four cor­
ners of the cabin 11nd lh< four corners 
t•f the chimne}f wen all that wPrE>< re­
quired. 

Grucral !lltm 

The cabin L 17 rt. x 13 ft., outside 
mea$\'uremcnts, with n door 5 ft. 8 in. 
by 2 ft. 8 in. and " "indow 2 ft. 
quare in the front wall of th~ tru<­

ture. On the left 11c.Je wnll is an open­
ing for the tir('plnrr. nnd n log and 
ctick c.l)imney G ft. 6 in. witfe nnd 3 f~. 
11 in. deep. The bark nn~ ri~:ht walls 
nt the cnbin art\ wiU1out oprning~. 

Front Wall 

The front wall i~ ('!r\'Cn logs hi~h 
to the eaves. To make room for door 
and \\-indows fC\'f'r:\1 logs ot dirf"n:nt 
ltmlrths are nNes~ary. t..og Me-asure­
ments folio"·: 
I lo,:: .....•...•..•.•••••.•.... 19 ft. 
4 lo~:- ...........•......•..... 17 ft. 
f. logs ......•.......•...... 7 ft. 7 in. 
4 log' .•....•.....•.•....•. 6 !L 9 in. 
~ log.• ......................... 3ft. 
2 Jogs .................. " .1 ft. 9 in. 
l'oor casing, over nil .•.. 2ft. 8 in. wide 

:; ft. 8 in. high 
\\'indow c::u~in~t, overftll.. 2 ft. square 

Ri11ht Sid• IV nil 

The right •ide wall is t•n logs high 
ncludin¢ the- }OnJl Ntw• lOR" Abo\·e the 
t-:we arc three mor,... lor:• '•hich rom· 
pl('te the gnhle. l.oK !\it n~urt'm<-nt; 
follow: 
llog ......................... 15ft. 
~ logs •. . •••..•............... 1~ ft . 
1 log ...................... 9 ft. 6 in. 
llog ...............•...... 5 ft. Gin. 
1 log ..............•.•..•.. 2ft. 6 in. 

Bnck Wall 
'The b:ark wall is plain with all log~ 

thP same ltngt.h txc.:pt the eave log 
which txt<"nds out on each t".nd 12 
inrht-a !><·yond the ~t of the back log•. 
Lot.! M•·n unmtnts follow: 

llog .............••... .. ..•. Hl ft. 
10 logs •.•......•.. ..•...•.•.. 17ft. 

T,cft Sidt· Wall 

Tht• Rr< pi.are is cut out of the lr!t 
wall. The ixth log directly ovcr the 
firtplacn is tht• ftrst one to exte-nd the 
full i<n~h o( th• side wall. There 
are four mort full ltngth loge includ· 
ing- the t1'tve 1<'1( and thr<"E' shorter ones 
m th() r.nhiL 1 < ~ ~h·asuremcnt. foJ .. 
low: 

I log ......•........•... ....• . tfi fl . 
4 lov.• . , ..........•......•.... 13 fl. 
r, log •.................. 4ft. 31n. 
l log ..••............••... 9rt.6in. 
1 log .•...••...•.••.....•.• 5 ft. 6 in, 
llog .•.•.•...•..••....... 2ft. Gin. 

ChirnneJI 

The rh. cnnc y against the loft wnll 
Js five logs high in bark and sis: losrM 
high on <'a<'h sad<'. On t~p of the!<c 
rog-s mn11t r ~>ticks nte used to lmild 
the rhimn<>y tOJltring off until th<·y 
rcuch lh" hf'i~phl of the ninth side 1\>g 
of the ,·ahin. (The rhinmey may bo 
ext<·ndf'":l tr' tht roof.) Log Mcazur-c--. 
tnt'nts follow: 

121ol<!< •••••••••••••••••• 4 ft.10 in. 
5 IOK5 • • • • • • •••••••• 6ft. Gin, 
~0 a;tarlil< from .• 6ft. Gin. to 3ft 3 in. 

Roof 
Thf• roof <'tmtdt->tS of five pol bco.. 

sidC'§ tht1 two eave logs of the \':ulbt, 
1~nd on th< "<', thr<'l" CO\Itscs of hnncl 
made ~~~~~h· ure placed. Thcsn 

hinglf•s urP hPiil on by nn extra rirlf.!:P. 
pole anti thrt'(! more poles extending 
CC"ross the roof wh~re the rour~ of 
lur.gle jo1n. f'olt Men~unment.s fol­

low: 

12 pol•• ..•..•.•.••...... 19 fL lonl{ 
sum<"imt hand mact~ .11in~lrs for 3 

coun< .. on C'nch !:iide or roof. 

flirfur•· A t'(li/ahtr 

The Linroln National Life Found!\· 
tion wJII ~ Jl)('afletl to furni h u pk· 
ture of the C'.nbln to HOlt group whiC'h 
nnticipntea building a replica. 


