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LINCOLN IN KANSAS 
The> !;tnlt• of Kflnsn" hus received much ott~ntlon durinK 

l he pfiRl ft.·w WN·I<l'l due to the fact that one or the prrllli· 
dt.•nt inl numilll'l'!4 hnils from there. Lincoln Lore during 
the pnsl ~·~>or hn. prt•scnted such su~jects us Lincoln In 
Michigan. I~incoln in Nt•w England, Lmcoln in \VIAtOnAln, 
rt<', ond it fWt•nu& timely just now to consider Lincoln in 
Knn~o~. 

On Dt•«ml~·r 1, 1~69, Abraham Lincoln entered lhe 
State or Kn.n~•• !or th(' tint time. For one whole week he 
onjoy<.t th• ho pitality of the people. ll io evident that 
thl" pionN>r 1pir1l was atill coursing in hi~ blood. a.s it had 
thruugh tho vems of his ancesto~ .. Ma~J.achusettll. Sf'w 
Jeney, P(·nns)l\'ania. \'irsciniay Kentucky, Indiana. and 
Jllinol~ had bct-n ablr. to detain the westward miR'l'fttion 
o( th('t l.1ncoln fam1ly for o~ generation only. The~ are 
thoao who t ... li•v• that if Abraham Lincoln bad lived to 
l't'turn tu pri\'al{• h!e, hto too would have befon caus;!"ht up 
by the 1pirit of ad\"f:nture a.nd opportunity whi('h ktpt the 
Lincoln family on th<~ Vt"ry frontier of western dvilization. 

Kan"n" unduubl<'dly would have been the next stat<' to 
f('Ct•h·~· thr Lincolnl'l if tht> family migr .. tion bad continuN. 
Thi~ eonduKion is drnwn from a lett..er which Lincoln wrote 
in the.• mnnth or ~1urch !ol1owing his Kansas visit. An nt 
torney, J. W. Sonw•·a. hnd nsked his advice ahout locating 
in the- wc,.t. nnd Lincoln In reply to hiR inquiry stiLt('d; 

"If 1 W(\nt \\'<'Mt, I think I would go to Kansa.s,-t? [.~Cnv­
t>nworth or Ate hi. on. Both of them are, and wall ~on· 
tinue tu ht•, fin~· growing place-1'." Lincoln visited both 
Lean.•nworth und Atc:hiaon on his trip in Decemb4·r, 186£1, 
and apporentl)o' v. aa grrAtly impress-ed with thttJe wee tern 
Cl\.il 8. 

Elot•ond 
The town o! 1-:lwOtXJ, Kansas, ju.st aC"ross tht' ri\'er from 

~t. Jor, lli~ our1. had the honor of first recei\"ing Lincoln, 
du• to tb rlforb of ll. W. Wilder. an editor th~re. No 
prc-l:minary arrangt-ments had heen made for him to "P<'&k 
but th reople on learnin..:- of hi~ presence- indsttd that he 
be heard. A crirr ringing a bell was st>nt up and down tht• 
olr<'t'tS •houl ng: "Aiw Lincoln or Illinois will •P<•k at s 
o'clock in th., dining room of the Great Western Hot.t•l. 
E\'<•ryLody in\'ilt cl," 

Tht• town r,r fo:h\oocJ "winkc:d out" murh the l'tlnH.' as 
Linl'oln'.s ultl town uf Xt·w Salem and t.h~ hot<'l whe-n• Lin~ 
coin stuyt·d lhnt niJ,fht. hns been torn down. 

7'n, !I 
On l•'ruh'), J)ll't•mh<·r 2, Lincoln had n hu~y duy. Tht•re 

\\n not 11 rnllru.ul In the· t•nlirc st:\tc nt lhnt tinw nnd 
Lincoln'~ lirat "I" nkini: n.ppointmE."nt wa..q, at Troy, thirty 
m1h•s a"ny. Th clay wns intensely coltl. Linl'oln \\AI 
driH r the.• en lire dt tant'r ucro-. the prairw in 11 on ·lu t 
01 t bu • ") n l ' ht n h arrived he was "bi!Je " th cold:• 

We are fo tun:1t m h:l\ing an account of th rnr tmg 
nt Tr y y nn t) t< v.ltnt:ss who says: 

• Xc or, th:tn forty pt-oplc asS<'mblt.-cl in that little 
btU'"C'·WA "l<·d courthoust:. There was none of the magnel1am 
of a multitud"' to msp1re the long angular. ung-ainl)· orD· 
t r. '~ho t"f'l.t• up bt-hmd n rough tablE'. ·with little gesticu· 
lahon nd that httlt• ungraceful-he bt>Jran. n<•t to de 
clamt, but to talk. In a c<lh\'<'r:-ational tone he btgan to 
nrJrUt thr. queatiun of sla\·('ry in the territori('.S in the Jan­
s:unge or nn fl\'t•rngc Ohio or New York farmer. I thou~rht, 
'if tht• Jllinou~nn!l l'<,nsider this a great mnn tht·ir Idea" 
l:lUst ht• w•ry rwt•ullnr.' But in ten or fifteen minutes 1 wa" 
unconRt"iou~lv nnd irn~sbtihly drawn by the clearnetuJ and 
rto~tnt'!U' ur .hill nr~umcnt. Link after link it wn~ for.ct.·d 
nnd wt.•l•ltd, like n hlncksmith's chain. 'l'ht) nddrC'!IIS IMlt'd 
an hour and thrt'l'•quurters.'' 

lloui}Jiutu 
Th,. i'econcl apt•t•rh or the day was at Doniphan, then an 

amportnnt town in KAn'4ns. The place of meeting wa" Ah(\1 
I.owe a llott"l. l...tttle information is available about this 

SJH'l-<'h. but it could not hnve bt.'t"n lonr und the uudience 
could not hn\'e been lai1Z"e. One nuthorit.y r~np• it was ua 
Rhort address in the dining room of the hotl•t." 

;\I r), ','ffltl 

The climax •peech of Lho dny. nnd po•aibly the most 
impressive one of the wholt.• itinf'rory, wa.." dt'livered that 
f'Vt•ning at Atchison. A br&!IIB hnnd hnd l}(·t'<n rngaged to 
parnde the s~ts to drum up a crowd. Linroln atop~d at 
the ~tn.s~a.,oit House and wa.s e-!lc:orted L)o' thl• bnnd to the 
,\lcthodi•t Church. 

lie spoke two hours and twf'nty minutes to as large a 
Kf'OUP as could crowd into thl"' church. It wa.s the e-.·ening 
of the da)' on which John Brown \\'&ll f'xec-uted and this 
contributed muc:h to the atm~phu'e of the O«&.siC~n. 

A mAn who heard Lincoln that. C\'tnlntc atattd that hil'i 
addl'f'<~A was "the mottt log-ical and VIgorous ht had C!"\'er 
ht:ard from a Republican or:1tor. •• On(·CJfc hr moat drnmntic 
mcidcnt!' in the speech waa Linroln•a rt•ft>rt'nce to John 
Brown in which he said to tho:>te who mhrht l)(' disloyal 
to thto government: "If you nrc guilty of tr('ason we will 
hang you, as you hnve hnn.crt.-d old John Brown this nfWr­
noon." It is accepted gPnrrally thnt th<' Atchison speech 
WM the first draft of the Cooper lnstitut'-" address soon 
to follow. 

One of Lincoln's auditors thnt night. in reminiscence 
y<'nrs a.rtcrward. said: "l ahall n('vf.•r rorgct. how Lincoln 
lookrd, standing in the littlr box of A pulpit, with his 
atrnng ... , ungt1U':e!ul gesticulation!~!, n.~ ht· lrnnt.•d O\·er ~wem. 
ing with his long arms almost M if he- could touch hi$ 
hcnrera upon the back benchr"!J." 

l~ u t' u•qr t h 
On Saturday. D~cembeor 3. Lincoln mo\t.>d on to Leaven­

worth. He was met at the 1-~ort lA."&\'t"nworth llilita.ry 
Aead~m!t· b) .. a la.rge group of JK'<'rle an,J '--scortM to the 
lfanaion House. Hue he rt'('(>i\·tod a wont of \\t lcome 
from Col. Yaughn to whirh he hnefl)· retpondc(t, J:IYing :1 
short :-.la•tch of the Republican party and the trials of free 
at..ute men in making Kansu tlw homt' of lihf-rty. 

Th,. arcportant addrc sat L<- \I O\\Orth" 1 rtd1 ·l'ret! in 
St()('kton Hall in the c-,·cning. HiK &uhjtC"t for this :1-peec:.-h 
wns Popular So"~rei~nt)·, nr.rl ht di~<'CUSil'cl tht• principl ... s 
(lr \\'n~hington, Madison, nnd Jdff'rtton, nncl th founder!> 
(lf our government. 

~undny, Decemb<.'r 4, was {ret· for 80cinl ronlucts, nnd it 
IK Jikc1y thnt most of thr day wu~ KJH'Ilt with n di8tant 
nlativt•, ~tnrk Delaha)• or l..:•nvc.-nwurth, who Wt\H lurgel)• 
rc ponto.ible for Lincotn'.s vt~it to Jo~.m n . 

ThP n WS or L:ncoln's Satur,lll)o" ni.cht ~JH.:<'ch had truv~ 
drd far O'>~."r the \\'Nk t>nd 110 thut h' w1u pr<'\'tU!cd upon 
o I) ·uk nj{ain on )londa;·. The crowt.l n.s em bled in the 

to\\n ""so gr~at tl~:lt no hnll avtulahlc wn• lnrgc enough 
to c re for it, and ~.he propl .. (m " m h tr t oppo-o 
11te th Planu-rs· Hold. lit nry \'tllarcl, un Jlt'-·rn re­
porter. \\tred his paper that na~rht: "lt \\B.S tht lnr~t 
mass me ling t-n·r &BSC'mbJM "" Ko.nsAs soil .... nd the 
gT«>at t aGdress t\'er heard th rt".'' 

Lincoln remained for the t•ledion held (In ther folJo~·ing 
uay and on \\'ednesday stnrt<'d for home. 

A most tnttr(:' .. tin~ setjuel to hts Karau \'iSit OC<"urred 
on February 2:?. 1861. "ht:"n on the "ay to\\ n!.hingwn to 
he inaugurated Presidt•nt of th(• Cnitl'd Statt.•ft, [. .. incoln 
Jl.toppC'd nt Philad<"lphi:l to dt•clicatt.- n Oag with a new 
atar, and the new star rCJlrescntNJ Kan111n .. Lincoln f!aid 
in JlRrl: 

"I nm invited nnd cn11t.'d hdnrc you to pnrticipnte in 
raising nbovc lndcpcndcnct> Hall thP flng of our country 
with on additional star UJ)On it . . • Whl•n thf." flag- \\'U.S 
originally raised here it hntl but thirtPt·n 8lflrrl ... Under 
lh(• bh•ssing of God each additional Mtnr nclcJed to that flng 
has Kivcn additional prosperity and hn)lpiw·ss to this coun­
try. Tho new st:tr placed upon th<' flu~: eholl b.• permitted 
to 1·•·rnain there to our ptrmant>nt pro P' rity t'or years 
to come>." 


