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THE HICKS PORTRAIT OF LINCOLN

Portraits of Abraham Lincoln made
from life nre prize possessions. The
parliest puinting for which Lincoln
posed was done by Thomns Hicks at
Springficld, Hlinois, after Lincoln had
been nominated as the Republican ean-
didate for the presidency.

Springfield, Illinois
June 13, 1860

1 have carcfully examined the por-
trait of Hon. A. Lincoln, painted by
Thomas Hicks, Esq., and do not hesi-
tate lo pronounce it a greal suecess,

I have known Mr. Lincoln intimately
for many years, and was present and
in conversation with him much of the
time whilst it was being painted, and
cannol adequately express my admira-
tion of the fidelity of the picture, and
the perfect and satisfactory idea which
it gives of the original, and his physi-
cal, menial, and moral characteristies.

I doubt whether art is eapable of
transferring (o canvass a more exaect,
and life like representation of the “hu-
man [ace divine."

). H. Browning.

A revival of interest in this paint-
ing, mﬂlhlr duoe to 1936 a presi-
dentinl year, has prompted this brief
digcussion uf the p On February
§, the rotogravure section of & New
York r reprodoced a Hicks paint-
Ing wE;:Thuﬂ the inseription “Paint-
ed from life by Thomns Hicks. Spring-
field, Illinols, June 14, 1860." The an-
nouncement stated the picture would
be shown publicly for the first time at
an exhibition of Lincoln items in the
Abraham Lincoln Hotel. Mrs. Herbert
Shipman of New York was named se
owner of the portrait. A reproduction

of the same picture, however, np?nd

in th: .mtng'rl.n : vure mﬁu%nf n ulhz-'

ington, D. C., paper on

1922 It was then i; the Edson -

ley Collection and is said to have been
ented by Mr. Lincoln to Edson

Er:lih}"l father.

Two other press notices in Febru-
ary, 1886, announcing the discovery of
Hicks' minintures, appeared in Phila-
delphin and Providence papers. Colonel
John Gribbell, President of the His-
torienl Soeclety of Pennsylvania, re-
cently acquired in England a miniature
of Lineoln by Hicks; and Brown Uni-
veraity announced that & Hicks' minia-
ture of Lincoln “discovered in an ob-

scure antique shop in London by Mrs.
Steward Campbell,” would be dis-
played.

Whether or not Hicks made copies of
his original work on eanvass is prob-
lematical, but he must have made sev-
eral miniatures of the presidential
nominee, The reproductions of the
Hicks' portrait lithographed by Groze-
lier and published by W, Schaus have
become very desirable Lincoln items,
and the Lincoln National Life Founda-
tion was fortunate in securing one for-
merly in possession of Henry Watter-
son which he presented to a friend.

When the news of Lincoln's nomina-
tion renched New York, Hicks was en-
gagod to go to Springfield as soon as
pozsilile to paint a portralt which was
to be used for lithographing, Before
leaving he had an interview with
Horace Greoley, who, upon presentin
n wood eut of Lincoln, remarked,
“There, 1 say, that is n good head to
go before the people.”

Hicks was supplied by Charles Dana
with a letter of introduction to Wil-
linm Herndon, Lincoln's law partner.
In due time he was introdoced to Mr.
Lincoln and said, “When I stood in the
presence of n tall, gaunt man with a
pleasant expression on his well marked
featurea, and had received a genial,
hearty handshake from his long,
swinging arms | saw there was plenty
of character with which to make a de-
sirable likenesa."

After Lincoln had learnsd Hicks'
mission he consented to sit for his por-
trait. The details for the work were
%ulckly arranged, and within an hour

icks was nt work.

The Lineoln National Life Founda-
tion has come Into possession of two
valunble original manuscripts refer-
ring to this painting, one written by
Orville H. Browning and another by
Robert T. Lineoln,

The testimonial by Browning is in
his own hand and wnas written for
Hicks at the time he completed the
work on June 13, 1860, Browning first
observed Hicks at work on June 12,
when he made the following memoran-
dum in his diary;

“After breakfast called to see Hon
Abm. Lincoln, at his room in the State
House. He was ?&E glad to see me,
and received me with great cordiality.
I found Mr, Hicks, an artist from New
York, painting a portrait to be litho-
graphed in Boston, and at the request
of himeelf and Mr, Lineoln, I remained
and talked to Lincoln whilst Mr. Hicks
worked upon the picture, In the after-

noon I called and did the same thing,
and promised to eall again tomorrow,
as Mr. Hicks says he greatly prefers
to have some friend present whilst he
s at work, The picture promises to be
a very fine one™

The following day Browning vis-
ited Lincoln again and Iater made this

note in his diary:

"Spent a portion of the day with
Lincoln talking to him whilst Mr. Hicks
worked upon his rait. He com-
pleted it this P. M. In my judgment
it iz an exact, life llke likeness, and a
beautiful work of art. It is deeply im-
bued with the intellectunl and spiritual,
and I doubt whether any one ever sue-
-:e-edl"in getting a better picture of the
man.

The document written by Browning
which appears in full in this bulletin
was senl to Robert Lincoln for com-
ment, and Robert Lincoln's reply also
ig to be found in full on this page.

1776 N Street
Washington, D. C.
April &, 1918.
Dear Mr. Foster:

It is only in a vague way that [ know
of the pictare of my father by Thomas
Hicks. The letter of Mr. Browning
which you quole is ceriainly a most
interesting document, and if it accom-
panied the picture, it would add greatly
to the importance of the painting. Mr.
Browning was one of the most distin-
guished men in llinois, and all he says
nhout his intimacy of acquainiance
with my father is well known to me
to be correcl. He wns a man of high
education and culture and better ahle
than most men to give o valuable judg-
ment of the work, As I have already
indicated to you, I have not the slight-
est notion of the whereabouts of the
Hicks® portrait.

Very truly yours,
Robert T. Lincoln
Mr. Eugene (. Foster,

The artist gives Mr, Lincoln’s own
reaction to the painting as follows: “It
will give the people of the East a cor-
rect idea how I look at home, and, in
fact, how I look in my office. I think
the pieturs has o somewhat pleasanter
expression than I usunll ave, but
that, perhaps, is not an objection.”



